Pollution in Maryland Valley

The article *‘Pollution: Chemical com-
pany’s effort to sue its accuser fails’’ by
Thomas H. Maugh II (News and Com-
ment, 13 Jan., p. 157) reads as though the
writer was not present at the trial and did
not read the transcripts. The jury’s duty
was not to decide a scientific question,
namely, what had caused the increased
incidence of cancer in Little Elk Valley,
Maryland. Their duty was to decide if 1
had acted responsibly or irresponsibly in
publicizing my observations.

The Galaxy Chemical Company’s sol-
vent recycling plant operation in the Lit-
tle EIk Valley in 1961. Since 1969, there
has been an increase in the occurrence
of lymphomas: seven within about 1 kilo-
meter from the plant and two more within
3 or 4 kilometers. Increase of other
malignancies has also been reported.

In my unpublished paper, I did not
make conclusions about the cause or
causes of this increase, but I cannot sub-
scribe to the theory of the witness hired
by the prosecution, William P. Radford,
who attributes the high lymphoma rate to
the old paper mill that previously oper-
ated on the site of the Galaxy plant. 1
have been unable to find lymphomas in
other former paper-mill workers in the
area, except for the valley group. Fur-
ther, although the paper mill was in oper-
ation from the 1880’s until 1948, the area
did not experience an increased death
rate due to lymphomas from 1963 to
1968, according to records of the Mary-
land State Health Department and from
1940 to 1960, according to my own in-
quiries. With regard to the incubation pe-
riod required for the development of
lymphomas, their occurrence has been
reported in individuals from 1 year to
about 25 years after those individuals
began receiving therapy with diphenyl-
hydantoin (). Consequently other possi-
bilities discussed at the trial by defense
witnesses B. Friedlander and Samuel S.
Epstein are more logical to me.

My principal objective has been to
stimulate governmental health agencies
to take a more active role in protecting
the public from the effects of industrial
pollution. At least in part, the Galaxy af-
fair and its resulting publicity has pro-
moted this objective, as illustrated by
the establishment of a Tumor Registry
in Maryland.

PIETRO U. CAPURRO
Union Hospital of Cecil County,
Elkton, Maryland 21921
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with the world’s highest
capacity electronic
recording balance

...the Cahn 1000

The Cahn 1000 not only has four times the capacity

of its nearest competitor, handling samples up to 100 grams;
it also is one of the most sensitive electronic balances
available. The Cahn 1000 can detect, measure and record

a weight or force change as small as 0.5 micrograms in
vacuum, controlled atmospheres or ambient conditions.

It is a scientific instrument, not just a balance, with primary
applications in thermogravimetric analysis, chemisorption
and physical adsorption, magnetic susceptibility, thermo-
magnetic analysis, and vacuum and corrosion studies. If
your requirements are for measuring mass and force
changes in high vacuum and other controlled environments
with extreme sensitivity, accuracy and a larger than normal
capacity - specify the Cahn 1000, the world’s highest
capacity recording electronic balance.

For complete details ask your Cahn representative for the
Cahn 1000 specifications or contact:

precision balances 0
for 100 grams and less.

Cahn Instruments/A Division of Ventron Corporation
16207 South Carmenita Road/Cerritas, CA 90701 U.S.A.
Telephone 213-926-3378 s TWX 910-583-4806
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