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This is the third major book on biologi- 
cal control that has been written or mas- 
ter-minded since the middle 1960's by re- 
searchers at the University of California. 
Like the other major books, it is a many- 
authored volume, and a galaxy of world 
experts have contributed chapters. Vir- 
tually all of the book is concerned with 
insect pest control by natural enemies. 
The book also briefly introduces other, 
wider aspects of the biological control of 
insect pests, including control by host- 
plant resistance, cultural controls, and 
control by autocidal methods as well as 
integrated control. Only one 14-page 
chapter discusses the very important 
subject of the biological control of plant 
pathogens, and there is no treatment of 
other subjects, such as the direct biologi- 
cal control of animal pathogens. To call 
such a book Theory and Practice of Bio- 
logical Control perpetuates the myth 
that disciplines other than entomology 
have relatively little to offer to the theory 
and practice of biological control. 

For the entomologist, the book pro- 
vides a valuable updating of general in- 
formation on biological control but does 
not offer much that is new in the way of 
philosophy or exciting ideas. Thus, ex- 
cept for a valuable chapter by Hagen and 
others on "The biology and impact of 
predators," those on philosophy, scope, 
theory, and empirical bases for biologi- 
cal control are mostly shorter versions of 
stimulating and provocative chapters on 
these topics in the two previous major 
books (Biological Control, C. B. Huf- 
faker, Ed., Plenum, 1971, and Biological 
Control of Insect Pests and Weeds, P. de 
Bach, Ed., Chapman and Hall, 1964). 
Opportunities have been missed; it 
would be more valuable, for example, to 
critically examine the future role of bio- 
logical control in relation to the vital top- 
ic of integrated control (which is dis- 
cussed in chapter 27) than to deal with 
integrated control, as the book does, 
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