
2' Intergovernmental Science Panel 

William D. Carey (Editorial, 25 Nov., 
>t. p. 785) is incorrect in stating that, as a - result of President Carter's reorganiza- 

tion of the White House, "the Inter- 
governmental Science, Engineering and 
Technology Advisory Panel [ISETAP] 
came to a premature close when it was 
abolished and its functions 'transferred 
to the President.' " ISETAP is active 
and, in fact, the reorganization is de- 
signed to strengthen it. The Carter Ad- 
ministration is committed to maintaining 
and supporting this link with state and 
local governments concerning science 
and technology matters. 

ISETAP is being rechartered as an ad- 
visory committee by Executive Order. 
Responsibilities for the central staffing 
are being transferred to the Office of 

? Management and Budget (0MB), pri- 
marily to strengthen ties between ISE- homogencie 
TAP and 0MB. The acting director of 
0MB voiced his strong support for ISE- 
TAP in a letter to the heads of eight of 

the major federal departments and 
agencies with extensive domestic re- 
search programs. He requested that the 

For homogenization, disper- agencies submit their plans to him for 

emulsification, nothing how they intended to work with ISE- 
orks quite like a Poly- TAP. Federal agencies are cooperating 

Sn on. Utilizing the Willems with five 1SETAP task forces and are pro- 
"High Frequency Principle", viding staff support to the panel. 

the Polytron combines ultra- The task forces are working with the 
sonic energy with mechanical agencies to strengthen ties between the 

action to homogenize federal government and the state and lo- 
virtually any type of tissue... cal government community. They are 

small organs, soft bones, muscle, also holding briefings at which senior 
cartilage, even an entire mouse. officials from various federal agencies 

Because of its unique shear- are describing their R & D and tech- 
ing effect, the Polytron outperforms nology transfer programs and the ways 

any blender, mixer or similar homogenizer, in which they involve state and local 
equires only 30-60 seconds to do 

what other instruments do in 15 minutes or governments in setting R & D agendas. 
more. This rapid action is an important advan- Briefings have been received from the 

tage when working with heat-sensitive Department of Housing and Urban De- 
biological materials. velopment and the Department of Health 

The Polytron system offers a wide Education, and Welfare. Others are 
selection of models, generators and speeds to scheduled to be received from the Na- 
provide ideal conditions for homogenization as tional Science Foundation (in December) 
dictated by type of material, experimental and from the Department of Transpor- 

' >,n-o'.'o conditions and desired end result. For an tation and the Environmental Protection 
informative brochure, write: Polytron Division, Agency (early next year). 
Brinkmann Instruments, Cantiague Road, ISETAP now has a staff of five full- 
Westbury, N.Y. 1 1590. In Canada: 50 Galaxy time professionals, all with extensive 
Boulevard, Rexdale (Toronto), Ont. state or local government backgrounds, 

and I expect there will be at least two 

Irinktucinn more by the end of the year. Staff mem- bers currently include a former mayor, 

city manager, director of research for a Polgfron? 
regional government, director of research 
for a county human services agency, and 
an administrative assistant to a governor. 
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*TM ISETAP is alive and well, I look for- 

ward to my continued role as chairman - Yes AUwOUIUL/lI of ISETAP and to working with state and , friend, 

local government officials through ISE- buth ave you 

TAP to help bring the benefits of science 
and technology to bear on the problems 
of states, counties, and cities. 

FRANK PRESS 

Office of Science and Technology 
Policy, Executive Office of the 
President, Washington, D.C. 20500 Pine -DriTM? 

The panel was in fact abolished by the 
reorganization plan as a congressionally 
mandated arm of the Office of Science 
and Technology Policy. Its reappearance 
in another form is reassuring. What 
counts is that Press evidently intends to 
seek results.-W.D.C. 

Solar Energy: The Prospects for 

The Research News article on ocean 
thermal energy conversion (OTEC) by 
William D. Metz (14 Oct., p. 178) dis- 

'a" cusses an important renewable energy 
source for the United States and the 
world. We feel that it gives an unneces- -i 

sarily pessimistic appraisal of the pros- , 

pects for OTEC as a commercially com- 
petitive, base-loaded (24 hour a day) '2'-. 

source of electric power. As an industry 
participant in the Department of Energy ,.. .0 

OTEC program, we are convinced that 
a 100-megawatt OTEC demonstration 
plant can be operating by about 1985 and 

Ab Sorb Dri consists only of hardwood that OTEC can supply a significant part Much of what you've said over there 
chips that have been heat treated and of U.S. electric power at affordable rates (-) about AbSorb Dri applies to Pine Dri 
aspirated under the most exacting sani- also, except that it s made exclusively of 
tary conditions. Low moisture. Minimal by the year 2000. Northern White Pine. Same heat-treating 
dust. Minimal contamination. Free of Much of the information in Metz's ar- to reduce moisture content, and 
additives. Highly waste and odor absorb- tide is drawn from a recent review of asRiration to remove dust. And contami- 
ent. I can move it easily to expose new, OTEC nation is also minimal and the additives 
dry surfaces... providing a long cage life, by the Panel on Ocean Thermal absent. In use it's similar, too. Some 
Doesn't mound under bottles or hide me Energy Conversion of the Assembly of differences: it's somewhat easier to 
or my associates. Easily removed from Engineering's Marine Board. The panel handle and tends to last longer because 
my cage without scraping. Available from it's more absorbent (absorbs 2.5 times its 
distributors in 40 lb., 3-ply, autoclavable, review is explicitly based on information own weight in liquid). Available from 
heat-sealed bags containing 3 cu. ft. available through December 1976, and those same distributors in 27 lb., 3-ply, 
of bedding. autoclavable, heat-sealed bags contain- 

For more information about Ab-Sorb-dri several of the technical questions that it ing 3 cu. ft. of bedding. 
and the name of your local distributor, raises are in the process of being For more Pine-Dri information and your 
write or call Lab Products Inc., answered-most notably the fear that distributor's name, write or call Lab 
365 W. Passaic St., Rochelle Park, N.J. biofouling would bring OTEC Products Inc., 365 W. Passaic St., 
07662 (phone: 201/843-4600). operation Rochelle Park, N.J. 07662 (phone: 

to a quick halt: The Department of En- 201/843-4600). 

ergy is also taking steps to remedy the 

management deficiencies noted by the oducts lab products panel abpr 
iflC a1btfiI company The Marine Board panel does not  a EUi?l company 

question the technical feasibility of 
Lab Products...not just OTEC, merely the time scale of develop- Lab Products...not just 
plastic cages, metal cages, ment and the economic viability of the plastic cages, metal cages, 
custom fabrication, laminar commercial OTEC plants. It is true that custom fabrication, laminar 
flow systems, bedding, w systems 
automatic watering systems, there are engineering problems to be flo , bedding, 
accessories.., solved and that OTEC may not be fully automatic watering systems, 
copyristt ? elyMendiC corporgsion 1976 competitive until second or third genera- Oopyright 0 aloMedic corporation 1976 
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