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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR Soil and Coal: A Cost-Benefit Inquiry 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE The Secretary of Interior has proposed a moratorium on strip mining of 
Science serves its readers as a forum for the pre- "prime" agricultural land. Even though the recently passed strip-mining bill 

sentation and discussion of important issues related to 
the advancement of science, including the presentation does not incorporate this specific proposal, its discussion raises some funda- 
of minority or conflicting points of view, rather than by m 
pubtishing only material on which a consensus has been ental questions which should be of concern to conservationists, econo- 
reached. Accordingly, all articles published in Science- mists, and scientists generally, as well as to lawyers and politicians. 
including editorials, news and comment, and hook re- 
views-are signed and reflect the individual views of the * Is society really faced with a choice between food and energy, or is this 
authors and not official points of view adopted by the a false issue? More likely, the choice is between more coal and a loss of 
AAAS or the institutions with which the authors are af- topsoil (permanent or temporary, depending on the degree of restoration). 
filiated. 

Editorial Board * To make a rational rather than emotional choice, can one establish the 
1977: WARD GOODENOUOH, CLIFFORD GROBsTEIN, short-term and long-term values to society of both soil and coal? 
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LENBROCK * How much farmland would have to be diverted before its value rises? 

Publisher * How is prime land defined, and why should a moratorium be limited to 
WILLIAM D. CAREY it? 

Editor * How can we identify and minimize any damaging side effects of mining? 
PHILIP H. ABELsON Another set of questions is concerned with fair treatment of mining as one 

Editoral StuetY of the important uses of land. 
Managing Editor Business Manager * Does the proposal constitute a "taking" of property rights (in a consti- 
ROBERT V. ORMEs HANS NUssBAUM 
Assistant Managing Editor Production Editor tutional sense) by depriving the landowner of mineral royalties? 
JOHN B. RINoLE ELLEN B. MURPHY * Why is there no comparable moratorium on other land uses that would 
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Research News: ALLEN L. HAMMOND, Editor; RICH -i f 1.1 which causes substantial soil loss by erosion and there- 
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THOMAS H. MAUOH II, WILLIAM D. METZ, 'ARTHUR L. by represents mining of the soil?* 
RoBINsoN. Editorial Assistant, FANNIE GROOM 

Associate Editors: ELEANORE 'BUTZ, MARY DORF- A third set of questions recognizes that the agricultural value of strip- 
MAN, SYLVIA EBERHART, JUDITH GOTTLIEB mined land can be at least partially recovered with proper restoration mea- 

Assistant Editors: CAITILIN GORDON, RUTH KUL- sures. 
STAD, Lois SCHMITT 

Book Reviews: KATHERINE LIVINosToN, Editor; LIN- * What is the right amount to spend on land restoration? 
DA HEISERMAN, JANET Keoo * Should the amount be related to the total value of the minerals extract- 

Letters: CHRISTINE KARLIK 

Copy Editors: ISABELLA BOULDIN, OLIVER HEAT ed, or to the value (and price) of the land itself? 
WOLE For example, prime wheat land in North Dakota sells for up to $300 an 

Production: NANCY HARTNAOEL, JOHN BAKER; YA acre. The value of the mined lignite may be as high as $300,000 an acre. 
Li SwIoART, ELEANOR WARNER; JEAN RocKwooD, Depending on the degree of restoration, the cost may range from a few 
LEAH RYAN, SHARON RYAN 

Covers, Reprints, and Permissions: GRAYCE FINOER, hundred to several thousand dollars per acre. A major mining company in 
Editor; CORRINE HARRIS, MARGARET LLOYD 

Guide to Scientific Instruments: RICHARD SOMMER New Mexico has been spending $4000 to $5000 per acre, on land selling for 
Assistant to the Editors: RICHARD SEMIKLosE $55 per acre, merely to speed up natural seeding and restoration. Some 
Membership Recruitment: GWENDOLYN HUDDLE additional questions are raised by this discussion. 
Member and Subscription Records: ANN RAGLAND S Since costs rise very rapidly with the degree of restoration, how does 

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massachu- 
setts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Area code one determine the optimum degree? 
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467-4367; Guide to Scientific Instruments, 467-4480 
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Business Office, 467-4411; Circulation, 467-4417. This discussion has broader implications-for example, to the mining of 
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