the frequency and devastation of con-
flict, and led to the downgrading of the
female. These changes, although revolu-
tionary in cumulative effect, took place
gradually, and their occurrence may not
have been recognized by the partici-
pants. Pfeiffer believes that maintaining
tradition and limiting change were pre-
eminent rules among hunter-gatherer
groups. Adaptation to varying environ-
mental conditions was often makeshift,
consisting in attempts to minimize the
change in lifeways or to postpone an im-
pending food crisis.

In Pfeiffer’s account, the changes in
environment at the end of the last ice
age, most notably rising sea levels with
consequent diminution of human living
space, were the primary stimulus that
created a situation of overpopulation
which he sees as the prime mover in the
introduction of agriculture and ultimate-
ly urbanism. ‘‘The last ten millenniums
have been a struggle to keep in balance,
a race between rising population and in-
creasingly sophisticated use of the land,
with population always running ahead”’
(p. 21). Initially, population pressure
meant less moving around for the once
mobile groups and a concentration on
food sources that were previously only
supplemental. Efforts were made to con-
trol food sources by herding the animals
and cultivating the plants to be eaten.
Population continued to grow, only now
at an increased rate, necessitating fur-
ther innovations. Storage of surpluses
against bad years, irrigation to increase
yields, cooperation to improve produc-
tivity, and many other practices were in-
troduced as part of the agricultural revo-
lution. Although the hypothesis that pop-
ulation pressure was the primary cause
of agricultural innovation, as cham-
pioned by Pfeiffer, enjoys considerable
popularity among scholars today, some,
myself included, find it simplistic and un-
convincing, seeing population pressure
as probably only a secondary variable in
a constellation of other cultural-environ-
mental factors.

While early agriculture is examined in
detail for only the Near East and Mexi-
co, the rise of urbanism and state society
is discussed as it occurred in nine regions
of the world. Pfeiffer’s treatment of this
phenomenon in Africa, Southeast Asia,
Europe, and the Pacific is noteworthy
because most global historians take little
or no notice of those areas when dis-
cussing it. Pfeiffer does not focus solely
on the earliest civilizations but is inter-
ested in the emergence of complex so-
ciety wherever and whenever it oc-
curred. Numerous factors are cited for
the growth of cities and administrative
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elites in each region. Expanding popu-
lation remains the primary variable,
while conflict, trade, and economic plan-
ning are suggested as contributing fac-
tors. With respect to the growing divi-
sions within early societies, Pfeiffer sees
people in positions of power attempting
to increase their status through ceremo-
ny as well as direct control. Human fears
about the unknown, awe of spectacular
monuments and ceremonies, knowledge
of calendrical cycles, improved produc-
tivity and security gained through land
management and storage, and military
might are all manipulated to establish so-
cieties based on inequality.

Overall, The Emergence of Society is
provocative reading, and I recommend it
to anthropologists and other social scien-
tists who want the flavor of what this
generation of archeologsts is doing com-
bined with current views of a broad spec-
trum of scholars on the rise of complex
society. Unfortunately, though, Pfeiffer
has fallen victim to the magnitude of the
endeavor. With so many leads to follow,
so many people to talk with, he took sev-
en years to complete this book. Too
many subjects and ideas are presented
too briefly. Many of the subjects present-
ed are intriguing, and it is frustrating to
have only a few sentences about each be-
fore being transported to the next item.
Moreover, diverse theories, especially
concerning the growth of cities, are un-
critically abstracted from the words of
their proponents, with too little effort at
comparison and integration. Ideas and
theories of Carneiro (p. 87), Boserup (p.
146), Adams (p. 154fF), Rathje (p. 367),
Lathrap (p. 390), Flannery (p. 466),
Wright and Johnson (p. 468), and numer-
ous others are interestingly presented,
but the presentation does not reveal the
contradictions that exist between many
of their elements. Similarly, a wide vari-
ety of methods still in an experimental
stage are presented as if they were oper-
ational and formed the basis of current
knowledge. And Pfeiffer, although he ex-
plicitly expresses concern with the ori-
gins of sexism, continues to use the word
“man’’ to refer to the human species.

In spite of the flaws of his book the
field of archeology is better off because
of Pfeiffer’s efforts. The countless prob-
ing interviews he conducted while col-
lecting his information stimulated many
of those he interviewed to seek new di-
rections as well as brought them up to
date on the discoveries of their col-
leagues.

CHARLES L. REDMAN
Department of Anthropology,
State University of New York,
Binghamton 13901
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man, Richard E. Tashian, and Jeanne H.
Tashian, Eds. Plenum, New York, 1976. xiv,
466 pp., illus. $35. Advances in Primatology.

The Molecular Biology of Animal Viruses.
Vol. 1. Debi Prosad Nayak, Ed. Dekker, New
York, 1977. viii. 542 pp., illus. $49.75.

The Molecular Biology of the Mammalian
Genetic Apparatus. Vol. 1. Papers from a
symposium, Pasadena, Calif., Dec. 1975. Paul
O. P. Ts’o, Ed. North-Holland, Amsterdam,
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1977 (U.S. distributor, Elsevier, New York).
XX, 444 pp., illus. $46.

The Moral Status of Animals. Stephen R. L.
Clark. Clarendon (Oxford University Press),
New York, 1977. x, 222 pp. $13.

Mossbauer Effect Data Index. Covering the
1975 Literature. John G. Stevens and Virginia
E. Stevens, Eds. IFI/Plenum, New York,
1976. x, 446 pp. $49.50.

A Natural History of Termites. Frances L.
Behnke. Illustrated by Turid Holldobler.
Scribner, New York, 1977. x, 118 pp., illus.
$6.95.

The New Astronomy and Space Science
Reader. John C. Brandt and Stephen P. Ma-
ran, Eds. Freeman, San Francisco, 1977. x,
372 pp., illus. Cloth, $15; paper, $7.50.

New Chromosomal Syndromes. Jorge J.
Yunis, Ed. Academic Press, New York, 1977.
xii, 404 pp., illus. $29. Chromosomes in Biol-
ogy and Medicine. To order this book circle
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New Developments in Behavioral Research.
Theory, Method and Application. In Honor of
Sidney W. Bijou. Barbara C. Etzel, Judith M.
LeBlance, and Donald M. Baer, Eds. Erl-
baum, Hillsdale, N.J., 1977 (distributor, Hal-
sted [Wiley], New York). xviii, 638 pp. illus.
$27.50.

Novae and Related Stars. Proceedings of a
conference, Paris, Sept. 1976. M. Friedjung,
Ed. Reidel, Boston, 1977. xiv, 232 pp., illus.
$29.50. Astrophysics and Space Science Li-
brary, vol. 65.

Nutrient Elements and Toxicants. M. Rech-
cigl, Ed. Karger, Basel, 1977. xii, 208 pp. Pa-
per, $40.75. Comparative Animal Nutrition,
vol. 2.

The Origins and Course of Psychopathology.
Methods of Longitudinal Research. John S.
Strauss, Haroutun M. Babigian, and Merrill
Roff, Eds. Plenum, New York, 1977. xii, 456
pp. $27.50.

Pain—Its Neurosurgical Management. Part
1. Procedures on Primary Afferent Neurons.
M. Choppy and 11 others. Karger, Basel,
1976. x, 266 pp., illus. $78.75.

Parasitic Protozoa. Vol. 1, Taxonomy, Ki-
netoplastids, and Flagellates of Fish. Julius P.
Kreier, Ed. Academic Press, New York,
1977. xvi, 442 pp., illus. $35. To order this
book circle No. 397 on Readers’ Service Card

Personality Variables in Social Behavior.
Thomas Blass, Ed. Erlbaum, Hillsdale, N.J.,
1977 (distributor, Halsted [Wiley], New
York). x, 406 pp. $19.95.

The Physics of Atmospheres. John T.
Houghton. Cambridge University Press, New
York, 1977. xiv, 204 pp., illus. $13.95.

Plant Diversification. Theodore Delevoryas.
Holt, Rinehart and Winston, New York, ed.
2, 1977. xiv, 144 pp., illus. Paper, $4.50. Mod-
ern Biology Series.

Plant Viruses. Kenneth M. Smith. Chapman
and Hall, London, and Halsted (Wiley), New
York, ed. 6, 1977. x, 242 pp., illus. + plates.
$10.95.

Pocket Book of Statistical Tables. Compiled
by Robert E. Odeh, Donald B. Owen, Z. W.
Birnbaum, and Lloyd Fisher. Dekker, New
York, 1977. x, 166 pp. Paper, $8.75. Statis-
tics, vol. 22.

Population Change in the Pacific Region. Pa-
pers from a congress, Vancouver, B.C., Can-
ada, Aug. 1975. Yunshik Chang and Peter J.
Donaldson, Eds. Pacific Science Association,
Vancouver, 1976. viii, 206 pp. Paper, $4.

Primates of South Asia. Ecology, Sociobiol-
ogy, and Behavior. M. L. Roonwal and S. M.
Mohnot. Harvard University Press, Cam-
bridge, Mass., 1977. xx, 422 pp., illus. $22.50.
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Problems in Vertebrate Evolution. Papers
from a symposium, London, Jan. 1976. S.
Mahala Andrews, R. S. Miles, and A. D.
Walker, Eds. Published for the Linnean So-
ciety of London by Academic Press, New
York, 1977. xii, 412 pp., illus. $36.10. Linnean
Society Symposium Series, No. 4. To order
this book circle No. 398 on Readers’ Service
Card

Production and Comprehension of Utter-
ances. I. M. Schlesinger. Erlbaum, Hillsdale,
N.J., 1977 (distributor, Halsted [Wiley], New
York). xiv, 236 pp. $14.95.

Progress in Phytochemistry. Vol. 4. L. Rein-
hold, J. B. Hatborne, and T. Swain, Eds. Per-
gamon, New York, 1977. viii, 290 pp., illus.
$30. To order this book circle No. 415 on
Readers’ Service Card

Psychobiology of the Striatum. Papers from
a symposium, Nijmegen, The Netherlands,
Oct. 1976. A. R. Cools, A. H. M. Lohman,
and J. H. L. van den Bercken, Eds. North-
Holland, Amsterdam, 1977 (U.S. distributor,
Elsevier, New York). xii, 198 pp., illus.
$29.95.

Psychological Processes in Early Education.
Harry L. Hom, Jr., and Paul A. Robinson,
Eds. Academic Press, New York, 1977. xx,
334 pp. $17.50. Educational Psychology. To
order this book circle No. 399 on Readers’
Service Card

Psychology of Development and History.
Klaus F. Riegel. Plenum, New York, 1976. x,
264 pp., illus. $18.95. Perspectives in Devel-
opmental Psychology.

Psychopolitical Analysis. Selected Writings
of Nathan Leites. Elizabeth Wirth Marvick,
Ed. Sage, Beverly Hills, Calif., 1977 (distrib-
utor, Halsted [Wiley], New York). 384 pp.
$20.

Psychosomatic Aspects of Allergy. Claude A.
Frazier. Van Nostrand Reinhold, New York,
1977. xii, 258 pp. $14.95. To order this book
circle No. 401 on Readers’ Service Card

Psychotherapeutic Drugs. Part 2, Applica-
tioris. Earl Usdin and Irene S. Forrest, Eds.
Dekker, New York, 1977. xvi pp. + pp. 699-
1608, illus. $59.50. Psychopharmacology, vol.
2.

Quantum Mechanics. Non-Relativistic The-
ory. L. D. Landau and E. M. Lifshitz. Trans-
lated from the 3rd Russian edition (Moscow,
1974) by J. B. Sykes and J. S. Bell. Pergamon,
New York, 1977. xiv, 674 pp., illus. $25.
Course of Theoretical Physics, vol. 3. To or-
der this book circle No. 416 on Readers’ Serv-
ice Card

Quantum Mechanics of One- and Two-Elec-
tron Atoms. Hans A. Bethe and Edwin E. Sal-
peter. Plenum, New York, 1977. xii, 370 pp.
Paper, $8.95. Reprint of the 1957 edition. A
Plenum/Rosetta Edition.

Radiatiori Chemistry of Major Food Com-
ponents. Its Relevance to the Assessment of
the Wholesomeness of Irradiated Foods. P. S.
Elias and A. J. Cohen, Eds. Elsevier, New
York, 1977. xii, 220 pp. $25.75.

Random Measures. Olav Kallenberg. Aka-
demie-Verlag, Berlin, and Academic Press,
New York, 1977, vi, 104 pp. $10.

Ranke. The Meaning of History. Leonard
Krieger. University of Chicago Press, Chi-
cago, 1977. xiv, 402 pp. $23.

Reading Disability. A Human Approach to
Learning. Florence G. Roswell and Gladys
Natchez. Basic, New York, ed. 3, 1977. xiv,
306 pp. $13.50.

Relativistic Thermodynamics. Vol. 2. Rich-
ard A. Weiss. Exposition, Hicksville, N.Y.,
1976. xiv, 150 pp., illus. $11.

Research, Technological Change, and Eco-
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nomic Analysis. Bela Gold. Ed. Lexington
(Heath). Lexington, Mass., 1977. x, 244 pp.
$18.

Robert Fuiton. John S. Morgan. Mason/
Charter, New York. 1977. xii. 235 pp. +
plates. $10.95.

The Science and Ethics of Equality. David
Hawkins. Basic, New York, 1977. vi. 122 pp.
$7.95.

The Science of Life. Contributions of Biol-
ogy to Human Welfare. K. D. Fisher and A.
U. Nixon, Eds. Plenum. New York, 1977.
xxvi, 358 pp. Paper. $7.50. Originally pub-
lished in Federation Proceedings. vol. 31,
No. 6, part 2.

Scienziati e Tecnologi Contemporanei. Ar-
noldo Mondadori, Milan, 1974. Three vol-
umes, illus. 528 pp., 528 pp., and 738 pp.
81,000 lire.

Scienziati e Tecnologi dalle Origini al 1875.
Arnoldo Mondadori, Milan, 1975. 3 vols.. il-
lus. 576 pp., 576 pp.. and 800 pp. 81.000 lire.

Second Supplement to ‘“‘Chemical and Bo-
tanical Guide to Lichen Products”. Chicita F.
Culberson. William Louis Culberson, and An-
ita Johnson. American Bryological and Li-
chenological Society, Missouri Botanical Gar-
den, St. Louis, 1977. vi, 400 pp.. illus. Paper,
$9.

Semimetals and Narrow-Bandgap Semicon-
ductors. D. R. Lovett. Pion. London, 1977
(U.S. distributor, Academic Press, New
York). viii, 256 pp.. illus. $17.50. Applied
Physics Series. 10. To order this book circle
No. 402 on Readers’ Service Card

Sentence Production. Developments in Re-
search and Theory. Sheldon Rosenberg, Ed.
Erlbaum, Hillsdale, N.J., 1977 (distributor,
Halsted {Wiley}, New York). xii, 324 pp.
$17.95.

The Septal Nuclei. Proceedings of a sympo-
sium, Detroit, Oct. 1974. Jon F. DeFrance,
Ed. Plenum, New York. 1976. xii, 540 pp.. il-
lus. $39.50. Advances in Behavioral Biology.
vol. 20.

Special People. A Brighter Future for Ev-
eryone with Physical. Mental. and Emotional
Disabilities. Shirley Cohen. Prentice-Hall,
Englewood Cliffs. N.J., 1977. xiv. 178 pp.
Cloth, $8.95; paper. $3.95. Psychology in Ac-
tion Series. A Spectrum Book.

Specific Heat. Nonmetallic Liquids and
Gases. Y. S. Touloukian and Tadashi Makita.
IFI/Plenum. New York, 1976. xii, 158 pp.
$29.50. Thermophysical Properties of Matter,
supplement to vol. 6.

Stadler Genetics Symposia. Vol. 8. Colum-
bia, Mo.. Apr. 1976. G. P. Redei, Ed. Univer-
sity of Missouri Agricultural Experiment Sta-
tion. Columbia, 1976. 182 pp.. illus. Paper,
$5.50.

Structure-Function Relationships of Pro-
teins. Proceedings of a symposium, Norwich,
July 1976. Roy Markham and R. W. Horne,
Eds. North-Holland, Amsterdam, 1976 (U.S.
distributor, Elsevier, New York). viii, 204
pp.. illus. $31.95.

Sun Power. An Introduction to the Applica-
tions of Solar Energy. J. C. McVeigh. Per-
gamon, New York. 1977. x. 208 pp.. illus.
Cloth, $10.50; paper, $4.95.

Supernovae. Proceedings of a meeting, Gre-
noble, France, Sept. 1976. David N.
Schramm. Ed. Reidel, Boston, 1977. x, 196
pp.. illus. $22. Astrophysics and Space Sci-
ence Library. vol. 66.

Synchrotron Radiation. N. G. Basov, Ed.
Translated from the Russian edition (Mos-
cow, 1975). Consultants Bureau (Plenum).
New York, 1976. viii, 224 pp.. illus. Paper,
$42.50.
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