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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE Coercion of Medical Schools 
Science serves its readers as a forum for the pre- 

sentation and discussion of important issues related to When federal support for academic research and education was pro- the advancement of science, including the presentation 
of minority or conflicting points of view, rather than by posed, there were many misgivings about eventual government intervention. publishing only material on which a consensus has been 
reached. Accordingly, all articles published in Science- This was slow in coming, but lately it has been highly manifest. As a result, including editorials, news and comment, and book re- Washington has become to many an object of fear and antipathy. This is views-are signed and reflect the individual views of the 
authors and not official points of view adopted by the especially true of the deans of medical schools. Interference has reached AAAS or the institutions with which the authors are af- such proportions that some institutions are now willing to forgo federal funds. fiuiated. 

Editorial Board The medical schools have crucial roles in research, teaching, and health 
1977: WARD GooDENouGH, CLIFFORD GROBSTEIN, care. They are leaders in applying biomedical research. They teach the lat- H. S. GUTOWSKY, N. BRUCE HANNAY, DONALD KEN- est and best material to the students. Patient care at their hospitals sets NEDY, NEAL E. MILLER, RAYMOND H. THOMPSON 
1978: RICHARD E. BALZHISER, JAMES F. CROW, standards for excellence. Among medical practitioners, those associated HANS LANDSBERO, EDWARD NEY, FRANK W. PUTNAM, with medical schools have been tops in their fields. The medical schools MAXINE SINGER, PAUL B. WAGGONER, F. KARL WIL- have been responsive to societal desires. In an ideal world such citadels of LEN BROCK 

Publisher virtue would be trouble-free. But this is not an ideal world. Too often, excel- 
WtLLtAM D. CAREY lence is a magnet for trouble. In the case of medical schools, most of their 

Editor problems have come from trying to do too much for society. Resultant fi- 
PHILtP H. ABELSON nancial strains have made them vulnerable. 

Editoral Sff Research activities are a drain, not a bonanza. Tuition covers a small Managing Editor Business Manager fraction of the cost of medical education. General practitioners and others ROBERT V. ORMES HANS NUSSBAUM refer their costly or botched-up cases to the medical schools. 
Assistant Managing Editor Production Editor 
JOHN B. RINGLE ELLEN E. MURPHY A major source of deficits has been in the educational activities. A decade News.and Comment: BARBARA J. CULLITON, Editor, ago there was much talk about a shortage of doctors. The medical schools LUTHER J. CARTER, CONSTANCE HOLDEN, DEBORAH responded positively and set about increasing their enrollments. This in- SHAPLEY, NICHOLAS WADE, JOHN WALSH. Editorial 

Assistant, SCHERRAINE MACK volved capital expenditures only in part made good by the government. It Research News.- ALLEN L. HAMMOND, Editor; GINA also entailed expanded faculties. In response to societal wishes, the schools BARI KOLATA, JEAN L. MARX, THOMAS H. MAUGH II, 
WILLIAM D. METS, ARTHUR L. RoBINSoN. Editorial held down tuition fees so that Worthy but less affluent students might be Assistant, FANNIE GROOM 

Associate Editors: ELEANORE BUTZ, MARY DORF. served. Whtle costs per student were in the range $10,000 to $20,000 per MAN, SYLVIA EBERHART, JUDITH GOTTLIEB year, the median tuition was about $4000. Thus, federal subsidies for tuition 
Assistant Editors: CAITILIN GORDON, RUTH KUL- (capitation) were eagerly sought and accepted. At first these were fairly STAD, LOIS SCHMITT 
Book Reviews: KATHERINE LIVINGSToN, Editor; LIN liberal, but in the academic year 1976-1977 they amounted to only $1000 per DA HEISERMAN, JANET KEGG student. 
Letters: CHRISTINE KARLIK Congress has chosen to use this pittance as leverage in an attempt to Copy Editors: ISABELLA BOULDIN, OLIVER HEAT- control admissions policies at medical schools. Under current legislation, WOLF 
Production: NANCY HARTNAGEL, JOHN BAKER; YA each school must admit an increased number of third-year students (10 per- Lt SWIGART, ELEANOR WARNER; JEAN ROCKWoOD, cent of the class or ten, whichever is greater) to obtain a capitation of $2000. LEAN RYAN, SHARON RYAN 
Covers, Reprints, and Permissions.- GRAYCE FINGER The increased capitation does not cover the increased expense. The bulk of Editor; CORRINE HARRIS, MARGARET LLOYD transferees would come from foreign medical schools, where standards of 
Guide to Scientific Instruments: RICHARD SOMMER admission and training are generally inferior. Most of these students are Assistant to the Editors: RICHARD SEMIKLOSE 
Membership Recruitment.- GWENDOLYN HUDDLE U.S. citizens who were initially rejected by our medical schools. However, Member and Subscription Records: ANN RAGLAND many are offspring of wealthy parents who could afford to send their chil- EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massachu- dren abroad for training in the expectation of later retuming to practice in setts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Area cod the United States. The medical schools should reject the new strings on 202. General Editorial Office, 467-4350; Book e 

467-4367; Guide to Scientific Instruments, 467-4480; capitation as a matter of principle as well as on financial and egalitarian News and Comment, 467-4430; Reprints and Per- 
missions, 467-4483; Research News, 467-4321; Cable: grounds. 
Advancesci, Washington. For "Instructions for Contrib- There is a broader, important issue. That is the long-term costs of increas- utors," write the editorial office or see page xi, Science, ing further what is now regarded as an excessive number of doctors. Given a 26 March 1976. 
BUSINESS CORRESPONDENCE: Area Code 202. 
Business Office, 467-4411; Circulation, 467-4417. large body of hypochondrlacs and lonely people, and given third-party pay- ments, there is practically an infinite demand for medical attention. Eli Advertising Representatives Ginzberg* has cited estimates of the total expenditure society makes in sup- Director: EARL J. SCHERAGO 

Production Manager: MARGARET STERLING porting a physician for a year ($250,000). Thus, during one professional ca- Advertising Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES reer, society will, on average, spend about 8 million current dollars. For Sales: NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036: Herbert L. Burklund, 11 each year that the present capitation legislation is implemented, the cost to W. 42 St. (212-PE-6-1858); SCOTCH PLAINS, N.J. 07076: 
C. Richard Callis, 12 Unami Lane (201-889-4873); CHI- society for the rejectees will be in excess of $10 billion. CAGO, ILL. 60611: Jack Ryan, Room 2107, 919 N. Mich- It is to be hoped that the medical schools will be steadfast in their refusal igan Ave. (312-DE-7-4973); BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF. 
90211: Winn Nance, 111 N. La Cienega Blvd. (213-657- to accept further government coercion-PHILIP H. ABELsoN 2772); DORSET, VT. 05251: Fred W. Dieffenbach, Kent ____________________________________________________________________________ 
Hill Rd. (802-867-5581) 
ADVERTISING CORRESPONDENCE: Room 1740, *E. Ginsberg, New England Journal of Medicine, 7 April 1977, page 814. 11 W. 42 St., New York, N.Y. 10036. Phone: 212-PE-6- 
1858. 
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