aspermatogenesis should be ample evi-
dence of the possible tragedy which may
result from having used Tris as a flame
retardant in children’s sleepwear. If any-
one can be criticized for the Tris im-
broglio, it is Congress for not requiring
that flame-retardant chemicals be dem-
onstrated to be safe, and the industry for
not testing Tris before exposing more
than 60 million children to it.

ROBERT H. HARRIS
Toxic Chemicals Program,
Environmental Defense Fund,
Washington, D.C. 20036
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Lovins on ‘‘Lovins’ Fever”’

In response to Robert Nathans’ three
points supporting his diagnosis of ‘‘Lov-
ins’ fever” (Letters, 12 Aug., p. 618) in
the excellent article by Allen L. Ham-
mond and William D.-Metz (Research
News, 15 July, p. 241):

1) Itis hard to make a persuasive case
that appropriate design and capital-trans-
fer schemes cannot make dispersed solar
systems as attractive in cities and for
poor people as in suburbs and for rich
people. Higher load density may even
improve the economics (/). It is also dif-
ficult to reconcile the uncited *‘examina-
tion”” of decentralized solar systems
Nathans mentions with the tenor of the
Office of Technology Assessment’s new
study on solar energy (2).

2) Since detailed assessment of end-
use-matched solar technologies has bare-
ly begun, Nathans can speculate uncon-
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strainedly about their possible effects.
Those he suggests, however, need not
arise. The systems I have discussed, for
example, need no utility backup, dis-
place utility capacity only at the margin,
and do not encourage commercial or in-
dustrial dispersion. Further, disruption
in case of breakdowns would be less than
for a centralized system (3).

3) 1 envisage continued reliance on
existing, therefore largely centralized,
energy facilities until they are mostly re-
placed—through normal attrition over
the next 50 years or so—by soft tech-
nologies where these are most conve-
nient to start with and by transitional fos-
sil-fuel technologies elsewhere. All de-
grees of centralization would coexist,
and their proportions would change, dur-
ing the transition. In the end, the scale
spectrum would match that of end-use,
virtually eliminating the costs and losses
of distribution. The hybrid system Na-
thans urges is thus consistent with my
thesis—so long as he is not proposing to
build additional centralized systems,
which would be unnecessary and uneco-
nomic.

AMORY B. LoVINs
11 Village Close, Belsize Lane,
London NW3,5AH, England
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Nutrition and IQ

Winick, Meyer, and Harris (19 Dec.
1975, p. 1173) have reported an inter-
esting set of data relating the 1Q’s and
school achievement scores of adopted
Korean children in American homes to
degree of early nutrition as indexed by
height and weight before age 2. The pur-
pose of this note is to question the au-
thors’ interpretations of their findings.

The authors state that their objective
is to investigate whether ‘‘enriching the
environment of previously malnourished
children might result in improved devel-
opment. To test this hypothesis, we have
examined the current status of a group of
Korean orphans who were adopted dur-
ing early life by U.S. parents and who
had therefore undergone a total change
in environment.”’ In order to test this hy-
pothesis it is necessary to have not only
a group which receives ‘‘enrichment”
but also a control group that does not.
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