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Science serves its readers as a forum for the pre- Enzymes had been discovered that permitted splitting and recombining 

sentation and discussion of important issues related to 
the advancement of science, including the presentation DNA at highly specific sites. The new techniques facilitated the prepara- 
of minority or conflicting points of view, rather than by t 
publishing only material on which a consensus has been ion of comparatively large quantities of specific genes. More than 90 per- 
reached. Accordingly, all articles published in Science- cent of the recombinant DNA work involved use of the K-12 strain of 
including editonals, news and comment, and book re- Escherichia coli a nonnathooen However, some of the molecular biolo- 
views-are signed and reflect the individual views of the 
authors and not official points of view adopted by the gists early became concerned lest the new technique be misused. In 
AAAS or the institutions with which the authors are af particular, some feared that unusual pathogenic forms of K-12 might be 
fihiated. - 
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1977: WARD GOODENOUGH, CLIFFORD GROBSTEIN, on certain types of recombinant DNA research. 

H. S. GUTOWSKY, N. BRUCE HANNAY, DONALD KEN- The scientists, however, underestimated the publicity dynamite in DNA. 
NEDY, NEAL E. MILLER, RAYMOND H. THOMPSON 

1978: RICHARD E. BALZHISER, JAMES F. CROW, They did not foresee what the media could do with a topic laden with 
HANS LANDSBERG, EDWARD NEY, FRANK W. PUTNAM 
MAXINE SINGER, PAUL E. WAGGONER, F. KARL WIL1 emotion. They dud not foresee that public alarm could lead toward what 
LENBROCK some have called frightening legislation. The clamor reached a peak earlier 

Pablisher this year. During the growth phase, a small band of scientists were alone 
WILLIAM D. CAREY in trying to avoid excessive regulation of their research. 

Editor During the past few months there has been a remarkable shift and crystal- 
PHILIP H. ABELSON lization of opinion. Suddenly the molecular biologists have become nearly 

Editoral Staff unanimous in opposing features of the new federal legislation. They have 
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