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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR Office of Technology Assessment 
TIlE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE 
Science serves its readers as a forum for the pre- The importance of science and especially its technological applications to sentation and discussion of important issues related to 

the advancement of science, including the presentation human affairs continues to increase. But most individuals are poorly in- of minority or conflicting points of view, rather than by formed about science and technology and are therefore fearful that these will publishing only material on which a consensus has been 
reached. Accordingly, all articles published in Science- be used without adequate thought and safeguards. These attitudes are not 
including editorials, news and comment, and book re- new; they were visible in the 1960's and were recognized then as important views-are signed and reflect the individual views of the 
authors and not official points of view adopted by the long-term threats to the health of society. 
AAAS or the institutions with which the authors are at- Among those who sensed that a major problem was developing was fihiated. 

Editorial Board Emilio Daddario (D-.-Conn.), who was then serving as chairman of the Sub- 1977: WARD GOODENOUGH, CLIFFORD GROBSTEIN, committee on Science of the House Committee on Science and Astronautics. 
H. S. GuTowsKY, N. BRUCE HANNAY, DONALD KEN- Daddario consulted many colleagues, including the senior minority member 
NEDY, NEAL E. MILLER, RAYMOND H. THOMPSON 

1978: RICHARD E. BALZHiSER, JAMES F. CROW on the subcommittee, Charles A. Mosher (R-Ohio). It became apparent that 
HANS LANDSBERG, EDWARD NEY, FRANK W. PUTNAM, other congressmen were also uneasy about unexpected adverse effects of 
MAXINE SINOER, PAUL E. WAGGONER, F. KARL WIL- technology. Accordingly, in 1969 Daddario introduced legislation calling for 
LENBROCK 

Publisher an Office of Technology Assessment designed to attempt to foresee major 
WILLIAM D. CAREY problems and to serve and be responsive to Congress. In the initial bill, 

Editor policies for the office were to be established by a board, half of whose mem- 
PHILIP H. ABELSON hers were to be congressmen and the remainder distinguished scientists and 

Editoral Staff engineers. 
Managing Editor Business Manager Three years passed before final action was taken. In the meantime, Dad- 
ROBERT V. ORMES HANS NUSSBAUM dario left Congress and provisions of the bill were modified. The composi- 
Assistant Managing Editor Production Editor 
JOHN E. RINGLE ELLEN E. MURPHY tion of the cognizant technical assessment board was altered so that today it 
News and Comment: JOHN WALSH, Editor; PHILIP M. is made up of senators and representatives. The guidelines for the office 

BOPPEY, LUTHER J. CARTER, BARBARA J. CULLITON, were also modified. Section 3(c) of the act stated, "The basic function of the 
CONSTANCE HOLDEN, DEBORAH SHAPLEY, NICHOLAS 
WADE. Editorial Assistant, SCHERRAINE MACK office shall be to provide early indications of the probable beneficial and 

Research News: ALLEN L. HAMMOND, Editor; GINA adverse effects of the applications of technology and to develop other BARI KOLATA, JEAN L. MARX, THOMAS H. MAUGH II, 
WILLIAM D. METZ, ARTHUR L. RoBINsoN. Editorial coordinate information which may assist the Congress." Under section Assistant, FANNIE GROOM 

Associate Editors: ELEANORE BUTZ, MARY DORP 3(c-8) the "coordinate information" was further amplified as "such addition- 
MAN, SYLVIA EBERHART, JUDITH GOTTLIEB al associated activities as the appropriate authorities [for instance, the 

Assistant Editors: CAITILIN GORDON, RUTH KUL- board]... may direct." Thus, OTA was authorized and directed to do both 
STAD, Lois SCHMITT 

Book Reviews: KATHERINE LIvINGsToN, Editor; LIN long-term assessments and anything else that its governing board might re- 
DA HEISERMAN, JANET KEGG quire. It is human nature to be much more interested in an immediate crisis 

Letters: CHRISTINE KARLIK than one that may occur some years hence. This is particularly true of politi- 
Copy Editors: ISABELLA BOULDIN, OLIVER HEAT- cians, who love the media attention that goes with the tempest of the mo- 

WOLE 
Production: NANCY HARTNAGEL, JOHN BAKER; YA meat. In consequence, there have been many congressional demands on 

LI SWIGART, ELEANOR WARNER; JEAN ROCKwOOD, OTA for quick responses to such developments as the saccharin problem. 
LEAH RYAN, SHARON RYAN 

Covers, Reprints, and Permissions: GRAYCE FINGER, When OTA was finally established in 1973, Daddario was its first director. Editor; CORRINE HARRIS, MARGARET LLOYD The choice was a good one, for he enjoyed the confidence of members of 
Guide to Scientific Instruments: RICHARD SOMMER Congress and the esteem of scientists and engineers. He had need of these 
Assistant to the Editors: RICHARD SEMIKLOSE 
Membership Recruitment: GwENDOLYN HUDDLE assets in creating a new organization that could function usefully dealing 
Member and Subscription Records: ANN RAGLAND both with highly technical long-term matters and with the heat of the politi- 

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massachu- cal cauldron. 
setts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Area code 
202. General Editorial Office, 467-4350; Book Reviews, As might be expected in such a situation, Daddario has received mixed 
467-4367; Guide to Scientific Instrument, 467-4480; notices-critical and complimentary. However, in departing from OTA, he 
News and Comment, 467-4430; Reprints and Per- 
missions, 467-4483; Research News, 467-4321; Cable: leaves a record of s6lid accomplishments. A small OTA staff has interacted 
Advancesci, Washington. For "Instructions for Contrib- well with congressional staff and members of the Executive Branch, while 
utors," write the editorial office or see page xi, Science, drawing on the talents of about a thousand of the country's leading scien- 26 March 1976. 
BUSINESS CORRESPONDENCE: Area Code 202. tists and engineers. Inputs from the public have been sought and consid- Business Office, 467-4411; Circulation, 467-4417. 

ered. The OTA staff has managed to be highly useful and influential in short- Advertising Representatives term matters while carrying out many long-term studies that have led to 
Director: EARL J. SCHERAGO 

Production Manager: MARGARET STERLING substantive docuipents. The scope of the activities has been broad. In addi- 
Advertising Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES tion to 46 reports that have been issued, projects under way include energy 

Sales: NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036: Herbert L. Burkiund, 11 (6), food (3), health (5), materials (7), oceans (4), transportation (3), and W. 42 St. (212-PE-6-1858); SCOTCH PLAINS, N.J. 07076. 
C. Richard Callis, 12 Unami Lane (201-889-4873); CHI- research and development (3). 
CAGO, ILL. 60611: Jack Ryan, Room 2107, 919 N. Mich- Today, OTA is the most effective mechanism for inserting factual, techni- 
igan Ave. (312-DE-7-4973); BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF. 
90211: Winn Nance, 111 N. La Cienega Blvd. (213-657- cal material into the political process. There is an easy short path between 2772); DORSET, VT. 05251: Fred W. Dieffenbach, Kent advisers and Congress. Mr. Daddario can take pride in his central role in the Hill Rd. (802-867-5581) 
ADVERTISING CORRESPONDENCE: Room 1740, creation of an important tool for society. -PHILLIP H. ABELSON 11 W. 42 St., New York, N.Y. 10036. Phone: 212-PE-6- 
1858. 
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