Brinkmann
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Because they contain more
amphoteres than other ampholytes,
Brinkmann pHisolytes provide a wider
general pH range, from pH 2 to 10.
pHisolytes are also available in eight
individual pH ranges, each with a span
of 2 pH units, from pH 2-4 to pH 9-11.

pHisolytes are composed of
amphoteres synthesized from aliphatic
polyamines with primary, secondary
and tertiary amines and guanidine
groups. They range in molecular
weight from 400 to 700 and are easily
separated from proteins by gel
filtration techniques. pHisolytes come
in sterile vials of 25 ml; each batch is
tested for buffering capacity and
adsorption .

For literature, just write: Brinkmann
Instruments, Cantiague Rd, Westbury,
N.Y. 11590. In Canada: 50 Galaxy

EBlvd ,Rexdale (Toronto), Ont.
Brinkmann
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LETTERS

Scientific Rivalries:
A Sign of Vitality?

In a recent letter (15 Apr., p. 258),
Marion E. Smith takes Thomas H.
Maugh to task for **. . . bringing out the
personality conflicts between some indi-
viduals in basic protein research’ in his
article on multiple sclerosis (Research
News, 11 Mar., p. 969) and goes on to
suggest that ‘. . . remarks pointing out
antagonisms and controversies in the
field do nothing to illuminate the prob-
lem . . . the publication of such unat-
tractive sidelights can only add to the
bad press the scientific community is al-
ready receiving.”’ I think in the long run
science is far more harmed than helped,
particularly with respect to its relations
with the public, by attempts to conceal
or minimize disputes and controversies
within its fields. Students, the public,
and even scientists themselves seem to
find great comfort in the myth that prac-
titioners of science are intelligent, ratio-
nal, objective, open-minded, unselfishly
humble, and cooperative. However,
with the exception of the first trait, scien-
tists as a group seem to have no more of
these qualities than other groups of nor-
mal people (/). Efforts to foster a myth of
universal scientific tolerance of ideas
and a lack of personal rivalry and fights
among scientists will tend only to hinder
the public’s understanding of how sci-
ence is done. Science is a means of sys-
tematically (empirically) challenging
conceptions of reality, and it is inevitable
that those whose conceptions are chal-
lenged will become personally involved
in controversy. Given the enthusiasm,
commitment, and dedication that the
practice of science demands, the exis-
tence of fights and rivalries can be taken
as a sign of vitality in a field. Even if sci-
entists employed more ‘‘strong infer-
ence’’ methods (2), that is, pitting oppos-
ing conceptions against each other in the
same experiment, I suspect the net effect
would be merely to make the fights a bit
less ad hominem. Science’s bad press
will grow worse as long as the public
continues to believe that scientific
“truth” is found scattered about the
landscape like so many Easter eggs and
is merely picked up by cooperative,
truth-seeking scientists. Scientific prog-
ress results from the constant com-
petition of ideas, with the best ideas (and
scientists) emerging as successful. Scien-
tists should not only air their differences
and rivalries in public but should also
take positive steps to educate the public
about the meaning of those rivalries, one
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animal care
facility...

tear this
offer out
and hand it
to your
architect.

Dear Architect:

Our primary business is sup-
plying virtually everything
needed to house and care for
laboratory animals. Inevitably,
this has given us insight into
the needs of such facilities and
has also put us in touch with
the basic sources of information
useful to people like yourself.
Accordingly, we can help with
planning or with guidance as to
who has the information you
need. And we’re happy to share
all this with you...without any
obligation whatsoever. Write
or call Neil Campbell, Lab
Products, Inc., 365 W. Passaic St.,
Rochelle Park, N.J. 07662
(phone: 201/843-4600).

lab products

Inc a BiliXd company

Lab Products...not just
plastic cages, metal cages,
custom fabrication, laminar
flow systems, bedding,
automatic watering systems,
accessories...
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of which is that, despite being conducted
by fallible and disputatious humans, the
process of science yields an ever-unfold-
ing increase in understanding.

FRANK J. STECH
Department of Psychology,
University of California,
Santa Barbara 94304
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Jensen’s AAAS Fellowship

I regret the controversy occasioned by
the election of Arthur Jensen as a fellow
of the AAAS. The nomination of fellows
in Section J (Psychology Section) does
not ‘‘operate in mysterious, random
ways’’ as implied by Philip M. Boffey in
the 11 March issue of Science (News and
Comment, p. 965). In addition to the pro-
cedures for nomination indicated in the
Science article, our section committee
reviews the roster of section members
each year to identify potential can-
didates. Jensen’s nomination was evalu-
ated in accordance with our regular pro-
cedures.

Jensen’s career as a research scholar
goes well beyond the work which has
aroused debate. Members of our section
would not, I feel sure, support racist in-
terpretations of his work, nor, I dare say,
would Jensen himself. But to allow the
threat of controversy to supersede con-
sideration of scientific merit would be ig-
noble of the AAAS and of our section.

We trust that members who question
Jensen’s election will review, and read,
his total list of publications to judge for
themselves whether his election was ap-
propriate.

W. J. McKEACHIE*
Department of Psychology,
University of Michigan,
Ann Arbor 48105

*Immediate Past Chairman, Section J, AAAS.

Arthur Jensen’s election as a AAAS
fellow is an insult and an affront to the
minority members of the AAAS because
it represents a carte blanche endorse-
ment of his philosophies by the AAAS.

At the council meeting where the ac-
tion took place, William Wallace of Har-
vard University sought unsuccessfully to
read a brief statement—not ‘‘make a
speech,’’ as Boffey reports—on behalf of
minority scientists. A press conference
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cu ft capacity

INCUBATORS

the working space of a
walk-in in the floor space
of a reach-in at a surpris-
ingly low cost!

» stainless steel interiors
» more economy per cubic foot
than comparable incubators

» 10 standard models

Efficient air-jacketed QUADRAFLOW mechanical convection
continuously bathes all four chamber walls with conditioned air.
Superior uniformity (°0.15C at 37C on most models). Accurate
+0.2C Tempstat® or =0.1C solid-state proportional control. O to
60C or 5 above ambient to 60C (70C optional). Up to 95% RH.
0 to 20 CO..

Holds 19 solid stainless steel shelves. Top can be removed for
doorway clearance. Self-decontamination available.

the capacity you need with every built-in option you want.
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ANALOG CO. ANALYTICAL CO; DIGIMATEC
CONTROL CONTROL MONITOR TEMPERATURE
MONITOR with DIGITAL SET CONTROL

and READOUT

constantly displays temperature, humidity and C0O

request more
information
HOTPACKC CORPORATION

COTTMAN AVENUE AT MELROSE STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA 19135

215-333-1700 WATS 800-523-3608 H-138
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