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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR Unesco's Tarnished Image 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

Science serves its readers as a forum for the pre- (Unesco) was formed in 1946 amid high optimism and with excellent 
sentation and discussion of important issues related to 
the advancement of science, including the presentation sponsorship. Eleanor Roosevelt was a key figure in the early years, and 
of minority or conflicting points of view, rather than by Archibald MacLeish voiced the hopes of many when he said, "Since wars 
publishing only material on which a consensus has been . . . . 

reached. Accordingly, all articles published in Science- begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that the defenses of peace 
including editorials, news and comment, and book re- must be constructed. 
views-are signed and reflect the individual views of the 
authors and not official points of view adopted by the With the passage of years Unesco's image began to tarnish. Although its 
AAAS or the institutions with which the authors are affil- financial support was derived from the advanced countries, its biennial 
iated. 

General Conference came to be dominated by politicians from the Third 
Editoriai Board World, who have little knowledge of what science is all about and who have 

/976 
ALFRED E. BROWN FRANK PRESS taken political steps injurious to Unesco's objectives. Illustrative of these 
JAMES F. CROW FRANK w. PUTNAM were actions taken 2 years ago designed to diminish the status of Israel. 
HANS LAN OSBERO MAXINE SINGER 
EDWARD NEY ARTHUR M. SQUIRES During the current General Conference at Nairobi there has been a 

1977 softening of the stand toward Israel. However, there has been a new ugly 
WARD GOODENOUGH DONALD KENNEDY manifestation of politics. 
CLIFFORD GROBSTEIN NEAL F. MILLER 
H. S. GUTOWSKY RAYMOND H. THOMPSON The General Conference has adopted a resolution designed to intimidate 
N. BRUCE HANNAY the nongovernmental organizations (NGO's) such as the International Coun- 

Editorial Staff cil of Scientific Unions. The resolution that has been adopted 
Editor 

PHILIP H. ABELSON requests all the international nongovernmental organizations which maintain rela- 

Publisher Business Manager tions With Unesco and retain bodies or elements linked with the Chiang clique 
WILLIAM D. CAREY HANS NUSSBAUM and having illegally usurped the name of China or using any other names, to 

Managing Editor: ROBERT V. ORMES take measures to exclude these bodies or elements immediately and to break off all 
Assistont Editors: ELLEN E. MURPHY, JOHN F. relations With them. 

RINGLE 
Assistont to the Editors: RICHARD SEMIKLOSE Also implicit in the resolution is the threat to withdraw intellectual cooper- 
News ond Comment: JOHN WALSH, Editor; PHILIP M ation and financial support from the NGO's. Thus Unesco attempts to dictate 

BOFFEY, LUTHER J. CARTER, BARBARA J. CULLITON, the countries or geographical areas from which the NGO's may obtain their 
CONSTANCE HOLDEN, DEBORAH SHAPLEY, NICHOLAS 
WADE. Editorial Assistant, SCHERRAINE MACK experts or members. 

Research News: ALLEN L. HAMMOND, Editor; GINA These latter organizations generally eschew intergovernmental politics, 
BARI KOLATA, JEAN L. MARX, THOMAS H. MAUGH  recognizing their divisive nature and their tendency to destroy other types 
WILLIAM D. METZ, ARTHUR L. RoBINSoN. EditorialAs- 
sistant, FANNIE GROOM of human pursuits-such as science and culture-which draw people togeth- 

Book Reviews: KATHERINE LIvINGsToN, LYNN MAN- er rather than drive them apart. Such nonpolitical activities are conducive to 
FIELD, JANET KEOG transnational cooperation in fields which promote international amity and 

Cover Editor: GRAYCE FINGER which enrich the quality of life. 
Editorial Assistants: JOHN BAKER, ISABELLA BOUL- 

DIN, MARGARET BURESCH, ELEANORE BUTZ, MARY Since Unesco is in process of destroying its own usefulness, those who 
DORFMAN, SYLVIA EBERHART, JUDITH GIVELBER, are interested in advancing science, culture, and education should now 
CAITILIN GORDON, CORRINE HARRIS, NANCY HART- 
NAGEL, OLIVER HEATWOLE, CHRISTINE KARLIK, RUTH explore alternative avenues. 
KULSTAD, MARGARET LLOYD, JEAN RocKWooo, LEAH 
RYAN, LOIS SCHMITT, YA Li SWIGART, ELEANOR For example, in the sciences there are many nongovernmental organiza- 
WARNER tions dedicated to international cooperation. One complex of such bodies, 

Guide to Scientific Instruments: RICHARD SOMMER the International Council of Scientific Unions, recently met at the National 
Membership Recruitment: GWENDOLYN HUDDLE; Academy of Sciences (Science, 5 November, p. 587). Part of the support for 

Subscription Records and Member Records: ANN RAG- ICSU comes from the advanced countries via Unesco. Such support should 

Advertising Staff now be furnished directly. 
Director Production Manager In addition to ICSU there are new instrumentalities which deserve trial 
EARL J. SCHERAGO MARGARET STERLING and greater public awareness. One is the International Institute for Applied 

Advertising Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES 

Sales: NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036: Herbert L. Burkiund, Systems Analysis, the multinational, nongovernmental, East-West research 
W. 42 St. (212-PE-6-1858); SCOTCH PLAINS, N.J. 07076: center outside Vienna, Austria, which only 4 years after its inception is 
C. Richard Callis, 2 Unami Lane (201-889-4873); CHI showing substantial promise in multidisciplinary exploration of problems to 
CAGO, ILL. 60611: Jack Ryan, Room 2107, 919 N. Mich- 
igan Ave. (312-DE-7-4973); BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF. mankind. Still newer is the European Science Foundation, which is coin- 
90211: Winn Nance, 11 N. La Cienega Blvd. (213-657 
2772); DORSET VT. 05251: Fred W. Dieffenbach, Kent posed of representatives of some 45 scientific institutions-research coun- 
Hill Rd. (802-867-5581) 
EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massachu- cils, academies, and so forth-from 16 Western European countries. Apart 
setts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Phones: from these existing bodies, thought should be given to the creation of new 
(Area Code 202) Central Office: 467-4350; Book Re- organizations to perform the tasks which Unesco is abandoning for politics. 
views: 467-4367; Business Office: 467-4411; Circulation 
467-4417; Guide to Scientific Instruments: 467-4480; Further, governments that now contribute large amounts of funds to 
News and Comment: 467-4430; Reprints and Per- Unesco would do well to examine whether such funds would not go further 
missions: 467-4483; Research News: 467-4321; Review- 
ing: 467-4443. Cable: Advancesci, Washington. Copies in advancing international cooperation in education, science, and culture if 
of 'Instructions for Contributors' can be obtained from 
the editorial office. See also page xi, Science, 26 March invested elsewhere. 
1976. ADVERTISING CORRESPONDENCE: Room The Third World should be made aware that it risks losing both financial 
1740, ii W. 42 St., New York, N.Y. 10036. Phone: 212- 
PE-6- 1858. support and, more important, intellectual cooperation. 

-PHILIP H. ABELSON 
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