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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR Communicating with the Publics 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE 

Science serves its readers as a forum for the pre- Many scientists are apprehensive about the trends they perceive in the 
sentation and discussion of important issues related to support of basic research. In part, the concerns arise from seW-interest, but 
the advancement of science, including the presentation 
of minority or conflicting points of view, rather than by in large measure they stem from a deep desire to be of long-term help to all 
publishing only material on which a consensus has be en humanity. reached. Accordingly, all articles published in Science- including editorials, news and comment, and book re- Feeling their status threatened, and being dependent on the support. of 
views-are stgned and reflect the individual views of the 
authors and not official points of view adopted by the others, scientists have increasingly talked of the need to increase the public 
AAAS or the institutions with which the authors are affil- understanding of science. But when it comes to communicating few scien- 
iated. 

tists are skillful. The majority cannot even effectively convey scientific EditorIal Board information to each other. This is true of verbal presentations, in which 
1976 

ALFRED B. BROWN FRANK PRESS decade after decade most scientists use slides that cannot be read beyond 
JAMES F. CROW FRANK w. PUTNAM the front row of the audience. This illustrates not only technological 
HANS LANOSBERG MAXINE SINGER . . 

EDWARD NEY ARTHUR M. SQUIRES incompetence but, more senously, a blind spot-a failure to take into 
1977 account the other person's requirements. In general, people who cannot or 

WARD GOODENOUGH DONALD KENNEDY do not customarily analyze and respond to the needs of others cannot 
CLIFFORD GROBSTEIN NEAL B. MILLER 
H. S. GuTowsKv RAYMOND H. THOMPSON communicate. 
N. BRUCE HANNAY Part of the difficulty scientists have in interacting lies in the fact that their 

EdItorial Staff daily experiences and their value system differ markedly from those of 
Editor 

PHILiP H. ABELSON many other people. Individuals who adopt science as a career tend to be introverted and idealistic. Another factor is that scientists are among the 
Publisher Business Manager few members of society who engage in efforts that they believe will have an 
WILLIAM D. CAREY HANS NUSSBAUM enduring effect. A tendency toward maintaining an unusual value system is 

Managing Editor.- ROBERT V. ORMES 

Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. MURPHY, JOHN E. reinforced by the demands of the profession. To be really effective in 
RINGLE research, scientists must be totally convinced of the great importance of 

Assistant to the Editors: RICHARD SEMIKLOSE truth, new knowledge, and new understanding. To sustain that com- 
News and Comment: JOHN WALSH, Editor; PHILIP M mitment, dedicated scientists seek to associate with and talk with other 

BOFFEY, LUTHER J. CARTER, BARBARA J. CULLITON, 
CONSTANCE HOLDEN, DEBORAH SHAPLEY, NIcHoLAs dedicated scientists. Thus scientists spend much of their time isolated from 
WADE. Editorial Assistant, SCHERRAINE MACK the rest of the world. 

Research News: ALLEN L. HAMMOND, Editor; GINA 
BARI KOLATA, JEAN L. MARX, THOMAS H. MAUGH  Funkhouser*, commenting on the public understanding of science, has 
WILLIAM D. METZ, ARTHUR L. ROBINSON. EditorialAs- distinguished between various "publics" and pointed out differences be- 
sistant, FANNIE GROOM 

tween them and scientists. He is concerned that spokesmen for science may 
Book Reviews: KATHERINE LIVINGSTON, LyNN MAN- tend to address a "public" that they conceive as being much like them- 

FIELD, JANET KEGO 
Cover Editor: GRAYCE FINGER selves. His point is well taken. 
Editorial Assistants: JOHN BAKER, ISABELLA BOUL- Many of the publics which scientists would like to influence have quite 

DIN, MARGARET BURESCH, ELEANORE BUTZ, MARY different value systems. For example, consider the politicians. Most of the 
DORFMAN, SYLvIA EBERHART, JUDITH GIVELBER, 
CAITILIN GORDON, CORRINE HARRIS, NANCY HART- individuals drawn to politics are attracted to it because they are extroverts 
NAGEL, OLIVER HEATWOLE, CHRISTINE KARLIK, RUTH 
KULSTAD, MARGARET LLOYD, JEAN ROCKWOOD, LEAH who interact easily with other people. Almost all the upper echelon politi- 
RYAN, Lots SCHMvrr, YA Li SWIGART, ELEANOR cians are intelligent, well-informed people. When they wish to, and that is 
WARNER 

Guide to Scientific Instruments: RICHARD SOMMER most of the time, they can be completely charming. They know how 
Membership Recruitment: GWENDOLYN HUDDLE; (perhaps it is instinctive) to establish rapport with almost anyone they meet. 

Subscription Records and Member Records: ANN RAG- Necessarily, they devote much effort in striving to maintain and increase 
LAND 

their power, and the quest for and exercise of power can come to dominate 
Advertising Staff 

Director Production Manager their actions. As do other humans, they value truth and understanding. 
EARL J. SCHERAGO MARGARET STERLING However, in comparison to the quest for power, the search for truth is an 
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