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THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE 
Science serves its readers as a forum for the pre- In the relatively short period in which Viking 1 has been in the vicinity of 

sentation and discussion of important issues related to Mars much information has been gathered. This issue contains 13 reports 
the advancement of science, including the presentation 
of minority or conflicting points of view, rather than by arising from the mission. 
publishing only material on which a consensus has been 
reached. Accordingly, all articles published in Science- A notable aspect of the venture has been the overall success of the engi- 
including editorials, news and comment, and book re- neers in preparing a relatively reliable spacecraft and in placing the lander 
views-are signed and reflect the individual views of the 
authors and not official points of view adopted by the on a smooth area of Mars. A related engineering triumph is the high quality 
AAAS or the institutions with which the authors are affil- of the pictures of Mars' surface. Results of scientific measurements on the 
iated. martian atmosphere and surface are particularly interesting. 
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RINGLE Editors: ELLEN E. MURPHY, JOHN E. tion of the planet. Mars has experienced innumerable meteorite impacts that 
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L. ROBINSON, GINA BARI KOLATA, FANNIE GROOM ments have provided measurements of them. At present the total atmospher- 
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