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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE

Science serves its readers as a forum for the pre-
sentation and discussion of important issues related to
the advancement of science, including the presentation
of minority or conflicting points of view, rather than by
publishing only material on which a consensus has been
reached. Accordingly, all articles published in Science—
including editorials, news and comment, and book re-
views—are signed and reflect the individual views of the
authors and not official points of view adopted by the
AAAS or the institutions with which the authors are affil-
iated.
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SCIENCE

Interciencia: New Journal, New Journey

Interciencia seeks to foster unity and cooperation between the scientific
communities of the Americas and to stimulate interchange so that the uses
of science and technology can best serve the cause of development.

The journal will place particular emphasis on Latin America, a group of
nations urgently in need of the benefits which science and technology can
provide but which has been painfully lacking in regional magazines of a sci-
entific nature.

The differences in science and technology between the northern and
southern parts of the hemisphere are evident. In the North, the most ad-
vanced country in the world, endowed with funds aplenty, abundant re-
search personnel, and an efficient communications circuit between research
and production. In the South, a continent where research is inadequately
financed and staffed and where the absence of conduits between science and
production tends to increase the already marked dependence of these two
fields on the resources of the great country to the North. By way of com-
pensation, the South brims with enthusiasm and faith in science, plainly con-
trasting with the pessimism which all too frequently is observed in the
North, particularly among the younger generations.

Despite the inequalities and differences between North and South, I am
convinced that at the level of scientific communities cooperation can and
must be fostered in an atmosphere of convivencia. The North is endowed
with a lengthy experience and a healthy pragmatism which most investiga-
tors are eager to share with their colleagues in the South. The South, on the
other hand, is freer to explore new paths for the application of science and
technology—with different life-styles and values—and could help to demon-
strate that other alternatives, besides those that have already been tried and
tested, are valid and feasible.

Science and technology should favor development. Though unwilling to
minimize in any way the importance that economic growth has at a root lev-
el, I believe that full development implies the eradication of a number of ills:
poverty, unemployment, extreme economic and social inequalities (be-
tween individuals as well as between nations), and an excessive dependence
of one country on another. If science and technology are to justify their exis-
tence, they will have to help mitigate these ills or make them disappear alto-
gether.

Development, however, should also be ‘understood as an increase in the
intrinsic quality of science and technology. Side by side with the research
which is applicable to our most immediate social and economic problems,
there is a need for the kind of basic science that can shed its own light and
permeate, through its cultural, educative, and multiplying effects, all the
spheres of our society, including that of applied science, which should not
be of lesser quality for being practical.

It is evident that the ways of science and technology are interlocked with
the aims of the whole of society. Given the fact that there is no consensus on
the type of society which is desirable for Latin America and since one of the
principal problems derives from the great differences existing between the
nations in the hemisphere, it follows that disagreements and divergent ideas
will tend to surface whenever the uses and applications of s¢ience and tech-
nology are discussed. Far from avoiding such issues, Interciencia will wel-
come controversial opinions as posed, under the full responsibility of each
author, provided they are supported by testable facts and written in a style
compatible with that of a scientific journal.—MARCEL RocHE, Editor, Inter-
ciencia, Apartado 51842, Caracas 105, Venezuela

. This editorial originally appeared in Interciencia 1 (No. 1), 7 (1976). Interciencia is a trilingual
journal published by the Interciencia Association, a federation of associations for the advance-
ment of science in the Americas. See page 439.



