should not stop with the consideration of
site alone. There is evidence that differ-
ences in location within a site and in his-
tological type are also important. The
best indication of a new environmental
hazard might be a change in one of these
characteristics.

In a review of geographic patterns of
cancer mortality in the United States,
data were studied for the period 1950-
1969 for the 3056 counties of the con-
tiguous United States. Differentials be-
tween urban and rural areas and between
social classes were recorded. Striking dif-
ferences according to latitude were
noted for malignant melanoma in males
and Hodgkin’s disease in females, the
former increasing with nearness to the
equator and the latter decreasing. Clus-
ters of increased mortality from cancer
of the bladder correlate well with indus-
trial exposure. In the case of cancer of
the stomach ethnicity seems to be a ma-
jor determinant.

The book does not, by and large, re-
port new findings. It is rather a survey of
the implications of existing data. There
are few books available on the subject,
and this one will be warmly welcomed.
One consequence of the approach taken,
however, is that the authors report al-
most nothing about the methods by
which the data they discuss were ob-
tained. Thus one discussion ends with a
hopeful suggestion that there should be
“‘continuous collection of survey data to
quantitate the specific foods consumed
by different subgroups of the popu-
lation’’ in order to detect ‘‘the possible
risks of new food contaminants and addi-
tives.”” This would be hard enough to do
if oncogenic effects became apparent at
once. It would be even more difficult if
there were a latent period of five or more
years in the development of the cancer.

CoLIN WHITE
Department of Epidemiology and Public
Health, Yale University School of
Medicine, New Haven, Connecticut
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