New Business

Halsted R. Holman advocated that the
AAAS address the problem of how sci-
ence is perceived and acted upon by the
nonscientific community and seek ways
to bring opinions from outside the scien-
tific community into the Association. Dr.
McElroy agreed and added that the de-
mand for science and technology is re-
lated to the public perception of its val-
ue—what it can do for people and for pri-
vate corporations; AAAS should invite
the affiliates to join in an effort to find
ways to gauge changes in that perception
and to identify the barriers to applica-
tions of science.

As examples of a momentum outside
of AAAS to open the determination of
national science policy to public partici-
pation, Dr. Holman cited the hearings on
genetic engineering held by the Senate

Subcommittee on Health and a meeting
being organized for early April by Sena-
tors Kennedy and Javits to bring togeth-
er about 50 scientists, policy-makers,
and media representatives to discuss the
public policy implications of biomedical
research and advances. He moved that
AAAS request permission to have a rep-
resentative at that meeting. Council ap-
proved the motion.

Dr. Givens requested that Council
take note of the recent death of Werner
Heisenberg.

Ezra Glaser reported a suggestion
from the Section Committee of Section
U (Statistics) concerning the test period
for the landings of the Concorde SST in
the United States: the unusual circum-
stance of a public official postponing an
important policy decision until after a
test period, the purposes and methods of
which are announced in advance, creates
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