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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR Synthetic Rubber in World War II 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE It is ironic that in the bicentennial year of our Declaration of Independence, 
Science serves its readers as a forum for the presentation one of the major national issues is concern about our dependence on foreign na- 

and discussion of important issues related to the advance- tions for some of our vital resources. However, the idea of a foreign cartel set- 
ment of science, including the presentation of minority or ting the world price for a crucial world commodity is not new. Southeast Asia is 
conflicting points of view, rather than by publishing only particularly well suited to the growth of rubber trees on plantations. This fact 
material on which a consensus has been reached. Accord- 
ingly, all articles published in Science-including editori- made that part of the world even more important to the rubber industry than 
als, news and comment, and book reviews-are signed and the Persian Gulf is to today's oil industry, and the owners of the rubber planta- 
reflect the individual views of the authors and not official 
points of view adopted by the AAAS or the institutions ttons were not slow to take advantage of that. 
with which the authors are affiliated. In 1922, Great Britain felt secure enough in its command of the rubber supply 

Editorial Board to set in motion a cartel program called the Stevenson Plan. They succeeded in 
1976 quadrupling the price of raw rubber within 4 years. Incidentally, the "Sheik 

ALFRED E. BROWN FRANK PRESS Yamani" of the Stevenson Plan was Britain's Foreign Secretary, a rising young 
JAMES F. CRow FRANK W. PUTNAM 
HANS LANDSBERG MAXINE SINGER politician named Winston Churchill. In 1934, the Dutch joined the British in a 
EDWARD NEY ARTHUR M. SOuIREs second rubber cartel. Between them, they were able to control prices and domi- 

1977 nate world markets. This situation persisted right up until the beginning of 
WARD GOODENOUGH DONALD KENNEDY World War II. Indeed, only tentative steps were taken to alleviate our depen- 
CLIFFORD GROBSTEIN NEAL B. MILLER dence during the first 6 months after Pearl Harbor. 
H. S. GUTOWSKY RAYMOND H. THoMPSoN N. BRUCE HANNAY In short, it certainly was not due to the foresight of the American people or 

Editorial Staff their leaders that we managed to pull off the amazing feat of going from com- 
Editor plete dependence on foreign rubber supplies to virtually complete rubber inde- 

PHILIP H. ABELSON pendence in three short years. How did we manage it? 
Publisher Business Manager There were two unusually lucky circumstances. First, some imaginative 
WILLIAM D. CAREY HANS NUSSBAUM people had been attracted to the emerging field of polymer science in spite of the 

Managing Editor: ROBERT V. ORMES rather dim prospect of anything forthcoming that would be practical on a large 
Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. MURPHY, JOHN B. RINGLE scale. Second, the Germans had had the lack of foresight to export to the United 
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BOFFEY, LUTHER J. CARTER, BARBARA J. CULLITON, RoB- of 
ERT GILLETTE (on sabbatical), CONSTANCE HOLDEN, the program carries a lesson which is applicable today. 
DEBORAH SHAPLEY, NICHOLAS WADE. EditorialAssistant, America's "rubber crisis" of 1942 underlined an important point about tech- 
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Research News: ALLEN L. HAMMOND, WILLIAM D nology and human nature. That is, it is easier to meet a problem through the 
METz, THOMAS H. MAUGH II, JEAN L. MARX, ARTHUR L. large-scale use of technology than to get people to make a major change in 
ROBINSON, GINA BARI KOLATA, FANNIE GROOM their style of living. Let me explain how the rubber program illustrates this. 

Book Reviews KATHERINE LIVINGSTON, LYNN MAN- After Malaya and Indonesia fell to the Japanese in 1942, the reality of the na- 
FIELD, JANET KEGO tion's rubber shortage began to dawn on our national policy-makers. Two obvi- 

Cover Editor: GRAYCE FINGER ous courses of action presented themselves. One was to step up the effort to find 
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ELEANOR WARNER, ROBERTA WEDGE filled with the exploits of people like Abner Peel of Rahway, New Jersey, who 

Guide to Scient (tic Instruments: RICHARD SOMMER figured out a way of patching and recycling ladies' girdles. 
Membership Recruitmeac GWENDOLYN HUDDLE; Sub- But conservation was a disappointment. Much less scrap rubber was collect- 
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ed than had been expected, and problems of storage and transportation pre- 
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