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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE National Priorities: Round One to Basic Science 
Science serves its readers as a forum ror the presentation 

and discussion of important issues related to the advance- In President Ford's new budget for fiscal year 1977, basic science has fared 
ment of science, including the presentation of minority or 
conflicting points of view, rather than by publishing only . very well. An increase of 11 percent in federal support is provided, along with a 
material on which a consensus has been reached. Accord- 9 percent rise in R & D funds going to colleges and universities. Reversing the 
ingly, all articles published in Science-including editori- early tilt toward heavy reductions in R & D support, the President and his bud- 
sis, news and comment, and book reviews-are signed and 
reflect the individual views of the authors and not official get adyisers have managed to provide an $800 million increase in civilian R & D 
points of view adopted by the AAAS or the institutions in a total government budget that is notable for its austerity. 
with which the authors are affiliated. Several things can be said about the reasons for this unexpected outcome. 

Editorial Board The negotiations over the past year between the Congress and the White House, 
1976 

ALFRED F. BROWN FRANK PRESS aimed toward restoring science policy machinery in the President's office, have 
JAMES F. CRow FRANK W. PUTNAM helped to create a constructive policy dialogue on the role of government. The 
HANS LAND5BERG MAXINE SINGER 
EDWARD NEY ARTHUR M. SOuIRES appointment of two distinguished White House advisory committees to brain- 

1977 storm a science and technology policy agenda likewise has helped to broaden 
WARD GOODENOUGH DONALD KENNEDY the thinking of the President's staff. Reactions from the scientific community to 
CLIFFORD GROBSTEIN NEAL F. MILLER the Administration's severe initial cutbacks in research support induced second H. S. GUTowsKY RAYMOND H. THOMPSON thoughts in high places. The Office of Management and Budget itself came to 
N. BRUCE HANNAY 

Editorial Staff believe that basic research support had been allowed to slip below the level of 
Editor sufficiency and, encouraged by the Vice President, became a potent champion of 

PHILIP H. ABELSON a substantial budget increase. This convergence of concerned parties, coming at 
Pubtisher Business Manager the issues from varying backgrounds, has made the difference in the outcomes. 
WILLIAM D. CAREY HANS NUSSBAUM If this fragile policy system can be held in place for a time, we may be able to 

Managing Editor: ROBERT V. ORMES get on with building a workable public policy future for science and technology. 
Assistant Editors: ELLEN F. MURPHY, JOHN F. RINGLE Still, the R & D budget for 1977 is a long way from being settled. A President 
Assistant to the Editors: RICHARD SEMIKLOSE proposes, but the Congress disposes. The Executive Budget expresses the Presi- 
News and Commene JOHN WALSH, Editor; PHILIP M. dent's intentions and preferences, but it does not bind the Congress. In an elec- 

BOFFEY, LUTHER J. CARTER, BARBARA J. CULLITON, CON- 
STANCE HOLDEN, DEBORAH SHAPLEY, NICHOLAS WADE. tion year the budget is a national battleground, especially when the President 
EditorialAssistant, SCHERRAINE MACK and the legislative majority are on opposite political sides. It is also well to re- 

Research News: ALLEN L. HAMMOND, WILLIAM D. call that Mr. Ford went to Congress last year with an increased National Sci- 
METZ, THOMAS H. MAUGH II, JEAN L. MARX, ARTHUR L. 
RoBINsoN, GINA BARI KOLATA, FANNIE GROOM ence Foundation budget for basic research and failed to get it through. If this 

Book Reviews: KATHERINE LIVINGSTON, LYNN MAN- happens again with the 1977 budget, it is doubtful that the budgeteers will have 
FIELD, JANET KEGG much zest to try a third time. 

Cover Editor: GRAYCE FINGER The budget for R & D is at risk for other reasons, this year. The President's 
Editorial Assistants: JOHN BAKER, ISABELLA BOULDIN, overall budget, of which R & D funding is only a small part, is very tight. It puts 

MARGARET BURESCH, ELEANORE BUTz, MARY DOREMAN, a moratorium on new policy initiatives, and it cuts the "normal" 10 percent 
SYLVIA EBERHART, JUDITH GIvELBER, CAITILIN GORDON, 
CORRINE HARRIS, NANCY HARTNAGEL, OLIVER HEAT- growth trend in half. It will dissatisfy those who prefer an expenditure policy 
WOLE, CHRISTINE KARLIK, MARGARET LLOYD, JEAN 
RocKWooD, LEAH RYAN, Lois SCHMITT, YA Li SWIGART, which stimulates a slack national economy. It may not go down well to vote in- 
ELEANOR WARNER creases for basic science at the apparent expense of more politically beneficial 

Guide to Scientific Instruments: RICHARD SOMMER programs which have keen held level or reduced. In short, the R & D budget is 
Membership Recruitment: GWENDOLYN HUDDLE; Sub- excellent on paper but is very vulnerable indeed, When the strife starts on Capi- 

scription Records and Member Records: ANN RAGLAND tol Hill, an extraordinary effort will be necessary if the science budget is not to 
Advertising Staff be turned into a shambles. 

Director Production Manager 
EARL J. SCHERAGO MARGARET STERLING These are the realities. Science and technology are harnessed to an unstable 

Advertising Sates Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES and fractious public policy system whose behavior is erratic. Because the budget 
Sales: NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036: Herbert L. Burklund, 11 process is not well understood, yet plays a vital role in the progress of science 
W. 42 St. (212-PE-6-1858); SCOTCH PLAINS, N.J. 07076: C. and technology, the AAAS is initiating a special Report on the Federal R & D 
Richard Callis, 12 Unami Lane (201-889-4873); CHICAGO, Budget for 1977, which will be issued late this spring. It will be a first stage 
ILL. 60611: Jack Ryan, Room 2107, 919 N. Michigan Ave. 
(312-DE-7-4973); BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF. 90211: Winn assessment, attempting to illuminate the decision-making process and identify 
Nance, Ii N. La Cienega Blvd. (213-657-2772); DORSET, some of the critical issues in the 1977 budget. With guidance from the Commit- 
VT. 05251: Fred W. Dieffenbach, Kent Hill Rd. (802-867- tee on Science and Public Policy, the report will aim to isolate and describe the 
5581) 
EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massacho- policy assumptions underlying major funding choices, tentatively explore the 
setts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Phones: (Area future implications of current decisions on research and development, and put 
code 202) Central Office: 467-4350; Book Reviews: 467- down a foundation for what may become an annual AAAS White Paper on the 
4367; Business Office: 467-4411; Circulation: 467-4417 
Guide to Scientific Instruments: 467-4480; News and Coin Federal Budget for R & D. This is a large order, perhaps too large, but we will 
ment: 467-4430; Reprints and Permissions: 467-4483; Re- take it as far as we can. The hope is that this effort, along with others, will help 
search News: 467-4321; Reviewing: 467-4443. Cable: Ad- 
vancesci., Washington. Copies of "Instructions for to edge policy-makers, scientists, and engineers closer to a time when long- 
Contributors' can be obtained from the editorial office, range policy strategies for R & D can make the Winter Olympics of budgeting 
See also page xi, Science, 26 September 1975. ADVER- less hazardous-WILLIAM D. CAREY, Executive Officer, AAAS 
TISING CORRESPONDENCE: Room 1740, 11 W. 42 
St., New York, N.Y. 10036. Phone: 212-PE-6-1858. 
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