23 January 1976, Volume 191,

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE

Science serves its readers as a forum for the presentation
and discussion of important issues related to the advance-
ment of science, including the presentation of minority or
conflicting points of view, rather than by publishing only
material on which a consensus has been reached. Accord-
ingly, all articles published in Science-—including editori-
als, news and comment, and book reviews—are signed and
reflect the individual views of the authors and not official
points of view adopted by the AAAS or the institutions
with which the authors are affiliated.

Editorial Board

1976

FRANK PRESS
FRANK W. PUTNAM
MAXINE SINGER
ARTHUR M. SQUIRES

ALFRED E. BROWN
JAMES F. CRow
HaANS LANDSBERG
EpwaArD NEY

1977
WARD GOODENOUGH DoNALD KENNEDY
CLIFFORD GROBSTEIN NEeAL E. MILLER

H. S. GutTowsky RAYMOND H. THOMPSON

N. BRUCE HANNAY

Editorial Staff

Editor
PHiLip H. ABELSON

Publisher Business Manager
WiLLiam D. CAREY HANS NussBAUM

Managing Editor: ROBERT V. ORMES
Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. MURPHY, JOHN E. RINGLE
Assistant to the Editors: RICHARD SEMIKLOSE

News and Comment: JouN WaLsH, Editor; PHiLIP M.
BOFFEY, LUTHER J. CARTER, BARBARA J. CuLLITON, CON-
STANCE HOLDEN, DEBORAH SHAPLEY, NICHOLAS WADE.
Editorial Assistant, SCHERRAINE MACK

Research News: ALLEN L. HammonDp, WiLLiam D.
METz, THOMAS H. MAUGH 11, JEAN L. MARX, ARTHUR L.
ROBINSON, GINA BARI KOLATA, FANNIE GROOM

Book Reviews: KATHERINE LIVINGSTON, LYNN MAN-
FIELD, JANET KEGG

Cover Editor: GRAYCE FINGER

Editorial Assistants. JOHN BAKER, ISABELLA BOULDIN,
MARGARET BURESCH, ELEANORE BUTZ, MARY DORFMAN,
SYLVIA EBERHART, JUDITH GIVELBER, CAITILIN GORDON,
CORRINE HARRIS, NANCY HARTNAGEL, OLIVER HEAT-
WOLE, CHRISTINE KARLIK, MARGARET LLOYD, JEAN
RockwooD, LEAH RYAN, Lois SCHMITT, YA L1 SWIGART,
ELEANOR WARNER

Guide to Scientific Instruments: RICHARD SOMMER

Membership Recruitment: GWENDOLYN HUDDLE; Sub-
scription Records and Member Records: ANN RAGLAND

Advertising Staff

Director Production Manager
EARL J. SCHERAGO MARGARET STERLING

Advertising Sales Manager: RIcHARD L. CHARLES

Sales: New York, N.Y. 10036: Herbert L. Burklund, 11
W. 42 St. (212-PE-6-1858), ScotcH PraINs, N.J.07076: C.
Richard Callis, 12 Unami Lane (201-889-4873); CHICAGO,
ILr. 60611: Jack Ryan, Room 2107, 919 N. Michigan Ave.
(312-DE-7-4973); BeVERLY HiLLs, CaLir. 90211: Winn
Nance, 11 N. La Cienega Blvd. (213-657-2772); DORSET,
Vr. 05251: Fred W. Dieffenbach, Kent Hill Rd. (802-867-
5581)

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massachu-
setts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Phones: (Area
code 202) Central Office: 467-4350; Book Reviews: 467-
4367, Business Office: 467-4411; Circulation: 467-4417;
Guide to Scientific Instruments: 467-4480; News and Com-
ment: 467-4430; Reprints and Permissions: 467-4483; Re-
search News: 467-4321; Reviewing: 467-4443. Cable: Ad-
vancesci.,, Washington. Copies of *“Instructions for
Contributors™ can be obtained from the editorial office.
See also page xi, Science, 26 September 1975. ADVER-
TISING CORRESPONDENCE: Room 1740, 11 W. 42
St., New York, N.Y. 10036. Phone: 212-PE-6-1858.

Number 4224

SCIENCE

From “Jaws’’: A Lovable Scientist

Go see the record-breaking movie “Jaws.” Better yet, send your nonscientific
neighbors and acquaintances. Hardly for what they will learn about sharks, but
for what they will feel about scientists. The movie has created and popularized,
better than almost any series of lectures, slides, or other devices to promote
public understanding of science could, a new cultural hero—a concerned and
considerate, warm, yet highly competent scientist, in the character of ocean-
ographer Hooper, played by Richard Dreyfuss. Hooper provides a fine antidote
to the image of the scientist as Dr. Strangelove, a cold, mad person dedicated
only to his instruments, indifferent to the world, an image that may not domi-
nate popular culture but is surely a widely held one.

In the view of this observer, next to the mechanical supershark, Hooper steals
the show. The other roles were created from the papier-maché of clichés: the
mayor, more concerned with the profit of the merchants of the town than with
the lives and limbs of visiting tourists; the police chief, wavering between doing
his duty to protect the public and following the orders of the mayor; the rough
sailor who takes on the shark, a Captain Ahab versus Moby Dick. Only the sci-
entist succeeds in breaking out of these cinematic stereotypes.

Faced with the body of a young woman dismembered by the shark, the scien-
tist does not coldly and mechanically observe, record, and measure, but first is
properly distressed, expressing his dismay, and comes across as a human being,
not a frigid pathologist. And yet, despite his feelings, he does go on with his
work, to record what must be recorded, to measure what must be measured, and
to draw the appropriate conclusions. Suddenly encountering another victim, a
dead fisherman, the scientist initially appears as much subject to fright as any
other person, but then conquers his fear in order to go on with his exploration—
even to face the supershark later in what turns out to be a fragile underwater
cage. He is thus portrayed not as a bloodless machine but as a person of strong
feeling and stronger character.

Confronted by a mayor who is unwilling to close the beaches, even when told
that the teeth of a captured shark thought to be the killer do not match the
marks the supershark left on his victims, this scientist fights for the proper pub-
lic policy—to keep the beaches closed—with both competently assembled scien-
tific evidence and passionate human concern.

At sea, far from conforming to the image of the aloof, unbending, humorless
*‘brain,” more able to deal with objects than to relate to people, Hooper holds
his own in a drinking party with the sailor and police chief, matching them in
capacity for liquor, language, and tall tales.

Not every scientist will care to identify with Hooper. Some will see him as too
involved, overly sentimental, maybe even too much of a *‘hippie.” But, recalling
that all the human “failings,” from feeling strong emotions to taking a norma-
tive stand to mixing in politics to rowdy socializing, do not deter the man from
doing his scientific work and doing it well, “Jaws” does offer an image of the
scientist as a cultural hero that counters the Frankenstein or Strangelove movie
myth. “Jaws” will hardly kill off all antiscientific sentiments, but it will sink
some, and introduce to the mass audience a positive character—a character
who has considerably less historical depth than Thomas Edison or Madame
Curie, but at least as much warmth!—Awmira1 EtzionNi, Department of Soci-
ology, Columbia University, and Director, Center for Policy Research, Inc.,
475 Riverside Drive, New York 10027



