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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR International Women's Year 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE 

Science serves its readers as a forum for the presentation International Women's Year (IWY) is nearly over, having had little serious 
and discussion of important issues related to the advance- notice from the world press. Even its centerpiece, the United Nations conference 
ment of science, including the presentation of minority or held in Mexico City in June, has come and gone with little recognition of what 
conflicting points of view, rather than hy puhlishing only 
material on which a consensus has heen reached. Accord- was a remarkable triumph of women over political self-interest. Like many 
ingly, all articles puhlishcd in Science-including editori- U.N. meetings, the IWY conference was dominated by the world split over the 
als, news and comment, and hook reviews are signed and 
reflect the individual views of the authors and not official new international economic order. Originally, Mexico and like-minded coun- 
points of view adopted hy the AAAS or the institutions tries were arguing that no change could be granted to women until new struc- 
with which the authors are affiliated. tures for the world economy were in place. The United States and its supporters 

Editorial Board were arguing that any mention of the new economic order might require the 
1975 U.S. delegation to vote against any World Plan of Action for women. Neither H. S. GUTOWSKY DONALD LINoSLEY 

N. BRUCE HANNAY RUTH PATRICK position was popular with the women conferees, among whom there was impres- 
DONALD KENNEDY RAYMOND H. THOMPSON sive unanimity concerning the import of the World Plan. 
DANIEL F. KOSHLAND, JR. The 45-page plan is designed to supply guidelines for governmental and inter- 

1976 

ALFRED E. BROWN FRANK PRESS national actions to provide equality for women in education and employment. 
JAMES F. CRow FRANK W. PUTNAM High among the goals for the Women's Decade 1975-85 is the reduction of illit- 
HANS LANDSBERG MAXINE SINGER 
EDWARD NEY ARTHUR M. SOUIRES eracy; 40 percent of all women are now illiterate, compared to 28 percent of all 

Editorial Staff men. The right of women to have access to birth control information and meth- 
Editor ods was seen as an essential ingredient for equality. A concern that development 

PHILIP H. ABELSON programs tend to focus on men and ignore women's contribution to economic 
Publisher Business Manager activity led to adoption of a special resolution recommending that all devel- 
WILLIAM D. CAREY HANS NUSSBAUM opment programs contain a statement of the impact they would have on wom- 

Managing Editor: ROBERT v. ORMES en. A call for improved statistics on women's work, especially in agriculture and 
Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. MURPHY, JOHN F. RINGLE in the informal sector, is also part of the plan. 
Assistant to fhe Edifors: RICHARD SEMIKLOSE A beginning at accumulating the necessary data for reappraising devel- 
News and Comment: JOHN WALSH, Editor; PHIlIP M. opment programs was made at the AAAS-sponsored Seminar on Women in 

BOEEEY, LUTHER J. CARTER, BARBARA J. CULLITON, CON Development, which preceded the official conference. The seminar concluded 
STANCE HOLDEN, DEBORAH SHAPLEY, NICHOLAS WAIE. 
EditorialAssistant, SCHERRAINE MACK that women generally find their economic position undermined as development 

Research News: ALLEN L. HAMMOND, WILLIAM D. proceeds: in subsistence economies they are left in primitive agriculture or 
METS, THOMAS H. MAUGH II, JEAN L. MARX, ARTHUR L 
ROBINSON, GINA BARI KOLATA, FANNIE GROOM pushed out of the market; in more developed economies the expansion of educa- 

Book Reviews: KATHERINE LIVINGSTON, LYNN MAN tion creates heightened competition for jobs and pushes women back into the 
FIELD, JANET KEGO home. In all societies, households headed by women are the poorest of the poor; 

Cover Editor: GRAYCE FINGER studies now suggest that one of every three households is headed by a woman, a 
Editorial Assistants: JOHN BAKER, ISABELLA BOULDIN, fact ignored by world planners. * 

MARGARET BURESCH, ELEANORE BUTZ, MARY DOREMAN, In Mexico City, while political issues threatened to bog down the 2-week 
SYLVIA EBERHART, JUDITH GIVELBER, CAITILIN GORDON, 
CORRINE HARRIS, NANCY HARTNAGEL, OLIVER HEAT conference, delegates introduced 889 amendments to the plan. Working groups 
WOLE, CHRISTINE KARLIK, MARGARET LLOYD, JEAN had time only to go through the amendments to the introduction and first sec- 
ROCKWOOD, LEAH RYAN, LOIS SCHMITT, YA Li SWIGART, tion. Spontaneously, several delegations suggested that the draft Plan of Action 
ELEANOR WARNER 

Guide to Scientific Instruments: RICHARD SOMMER for the remainder of the sections be accepted as it stood. Thus, on the closing 
Membership Recruitment: GWENDOLYN HUDDLE; Sub- days of the conference, countries accepted the World Plan of Action by con- 

scription Records and Member Records: ANN RAGLAND sensus. It is unique for governments to accept a world plan without thorough 
Advertising Staff discussion and consideration of amendments. It would appear that the women 

Director Production Manager forced the hand of their countries in this regard. 
EARLJ.SCHERAGO MARGARETSTERLING The U.N. General Assembly is now considering an omnibus resolution, 

Advertising Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES which includes the World Plan; the Declaration of Mexico, in which political 
Sales: Nvw YORK, N.Y. 10036: Herbert L. Burklund, 11 
W. 42 St. (212-PE-6-1858); SCOTCH PLAINs, N.J. 07076: C. positions were stated; and the 35 resolutions adopted in Mexico City. A signifi- 
Richard Callis, 12 Unami Lane (201-889-4873); CHICAGO, cant paragraph calls for the creation of an international institution of research 
ILL. 60611: Jack Ryan, Room 2107, 919 N. Michigan Ave. and training for the advancement of women, expected to be established in Iran 
(312-DE-7-4973); BEVERLY HILLS, CALIE. 90211: Winn 
Nance, 11 N. La Cienega Blvd. (213-657-2772); DORSET, in recognition of its financial support to the IWY. A Nigerian resolution recoin- 
vT. 05251: Fred W. Dieflenbach, Kent Hill Rd. (802-867- mends special financial assistance to women, another issue that many felt 
5581) needed particular emphasis. 
EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massachu- The women of the world have stated their needs. It is now up to individual na- 
setts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Phones: (Area 
code 202) Central Office: 467-4350; Book Reviews: 467- tions to consider the impact of their development plans on women, the better to 
4367; Business Office: 467-4411; Circulation: 467-4417; understand the consequences and to ameliorate women's position during the In- 
Guide to Scientific Instruments: 467-4480; News and Com- 
ment: 467-4430; Reprints and Permissions: 467-4483; Re- ternational Women's Decade.----IRENE TINKER, Program Head, Office of Inter- 
search News: 467-4321; Reviewing: 467-4443. Cable: Ad- national Science, American Association for the Advancement of Science 
vancesci, Washington. Copies of "Instructions for __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Contributors' can he obtained from the editorial office. 
Sec also pagc xi, Science, 26 Septcmbcr 1975. ADVER- *Two volumcs will shortly appear as a rcsult of the AAAS scminar. They will he published by the Overseas Development Council, 1717 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20036. volume TISING CORRESPONDENCE: Room 1740, 11 W. 42 1 will contain an overview of the results of the workshops, and 12 background papers. volume 2 will be 
St., New York, N.Y. 10036. Phone: 212-PE-6-1858. an annotated bibliography of works in she field, with emphasis on unpublished sources. 
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