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and enforcement of reasonable earth- 
quake regulations, perhaps less stringent trace analysis than those applied in California, could Cholesterol in Eggs 
greatly reduce potential earthquake Look what it found in friend fruit fly. Once 
damage in areas of known earthquake Although to our knowledge no evidence again the unique capabilities of the new 
occurrence outside the western United is available in the scientific literature, re- KEVEX X-ray energy spectrometer have 
States. cent releases in the popular press infer that given a scientist more analytical information about his sample than he anticipated. 

ROBERT A. PAGE eggs laid by the Araucana fowl ("Easter Generally speaking, X-ray energy spectrom- 
WILL1AM B. JOYNER egg chicken") are lower in cholesterol than etry (XES) has become an accepted technique 
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U.S. Geological Survey, As a result, individuals have been eating ments simultaneously and non-destructively, with little or no sample preparation. 
Menlo Park, C'ahfornia 94025 Araucana eggs in an effort to lower their However, when you have an analysis-quan- 
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er than that of eggs laid by strains of do- ments in organic matrices. That's why the 

Nicholas Wade's article "Zen and the mestic fowl. We believe that these data, the man with the fruit fly came to us. It might pay you to do the same. Here's how to go art of big mirror making" (News and result of independent studies at six sepa- about it: 
Comment, 10 Oct., p. 132) admirably con- rate laboratories, provide evidence to dis- Phone (415) 697-6901. Ask for the APPLl- 
veys the consistent dependence of optical prove the myth that low cholesterol levels CATIONS DEPARTMENT. We'll discuss the 
astronomy upon the judgments and manu- are found in eggs from the Araucana fowl. possibility of a free feasibility study using your sample. Don't be bashful; we want to 
al skills of craftsmen. However, there are R. G. SOMES, JR. hear from you. 
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(1). Quartz plays no part in this process, ei- Baton Rouge 70803 
ther as a raw material or as a character- D. M. BRIGGS 
ization of the final product, which is com- Department of Poultry Science, 
pletely amorphous, that is, a glass and not North Carolina State University, 
a glass-ceramic. Raleigh 27607 
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erty of glass-ceramics, many of which have Texas A&M University, 
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glasses. Indeed, data from the University Department of Poultry Science, The KEVEX fruit fly multi-element analysis. Ob- ject: detect trace ambunts of lead. Result: mini- of Arizona Optical Sciences Center (2) in- Virginia Polytechnic Institute and mum detection for lead was found to be 5 nano- 
dicate that, between 0" and 300"C, the ex- State University, Blacksburg 24061 grams. Also detected were iron, copper and zinc. 
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