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and discussion of important issues related to the advance- lars, support for basic research in 1975 is expected to decline by 8 percent from 
ment of science, including the presentation of minority or 
conflicting points of view, rather than by publishing only the 1974 level. And, according to The Chronicle of Higher Education, "this is 
material on which a consensus has been reached. Accord- the sharpest percentage decline ever recorded by NSF." Other accounts from 
ingly, all articles published in Science-including editori- 
als, news and comment, and book reviews are signed and across the country indicate that industry and state expenditures for basic re- 
reflect the individual views of the authors and not official search, particularly in colleges and universities, are following the same down- 
points of view adopted by the AAAS or the institutions ward trend. 
with which the authors are affiliated. However, what concerns me most is how the academic science community 
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EDWARD NEY ARTHUR M. SQUIRES the government was eager to support research on environmental problems. 

Editorial Staff Today, environment is relatively "out" and energy is "in." Thus support tends 
Editor to become erratic. These attitudes, combined with congressional pressures, can 

PHILIP H. ABELSON in time erode and destroy the quality of American science. We must continue to 
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