
26SeptcmVr 1975, Volume 189, Numbcr42Oh sci E :I:::E:: 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE Social Determinism and Behavioral Genetics 
Science serves its readers as a forum for the presentation The fusion of evolutionary theory with genetics has yielded several profound 

and discussion of import nt issues r'lated to tbe advance- insights into the nature of man. We now know that most traits are determined 
mcnt of science, including the presentation of minority or by interaction between genes and the environment, rather than by either acting 
conflicting points of view, rather than by publishing only 
material on which a consensus has been reached. Accord- independently. Moreover, the traditional view of race, as a set of stereotypes 
ingly, all articles published in Science-including editori- with minor variations, has been invalidated by the knowledge that races differ 
als, news and comment, and book reviews-ar signed and 
reflect the individual views of the authors and not official statistically and not typologically in their genetic composition. Finally, the rap- 
points of view adopted by the AAAS or the institutions id evolution of our species implies wide genetic diversity, with respect to behav- 
with which the authors are affiliated. ioral as well as to morphological and biochemical traits. 

Editorial Board Unfortunately, the idea of genetic diversity has encountered a good deal of 
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Editorial Staff saw the foundations of public morality threatened by an implication of evolu- 
Editor tion. But neither religious nor political fervor can command the laws of nature. 

PHILIP H. ABELsoN One might accordingly expect scientists, knowing this very well, to encourage 
Publisher Business Manager the public to accept genetic diversity both as an invaluable cultural resource 
WILLIAM D. CAREY HANS NUSSBAUM and as an indispensable consideration in any approach to social equality. Yet in 

Managing Editor: ROB :RT v. ORMES a recent "NOVA" program on the Public Broadcasting Service a distinguished 
Assistant Editors: ELL :N E. MURPHY, JOHN E. RINGLE population geneticist denied the legitimacy of human behavioral genetics, 
Assistant to the Editors: PATRICIA Rowv scorned the belief that musical talent is inherited, and even minimized the con- 
News and CommenC JOHN WALSH, LUTHER J. CARTER, trihutions of genetics to agricultural productivity. Similarly, members of a 

DEBORAH SHAPLEY, ROBERT GILLETTE, NICHOLAS WADE called Scie 
CONSTANCE HOI.I)EN, BARBARA J. CULLITON, SCtIER AN; group nce for the People, criticizing a study of possible behavioral cf- 
MACK fects of chromosomal abnormalities, wrote* of the "damaging mythology of the 

Research News: ALIEN L. HAMMOND, WilliAM 0. genetic origins of 'antisocial' behavior," as though one must choose between ge- 
METz, THOMAS H. MAUGH II, JEAN L. MARX, ARTHUR L 
ROBINSON, GINA BARI KOIATA, FANNIE GROOM netic and social causation rather than study their interaction. 

Book Reviews: KATH RINE LIVINGSTON, LYNN MAN- To be sure, in behavioral genetics premature conclusions are all too tempting, 
FIELD, JANET KEGO and they can be socially dangerous. Moreover, even sound knowledge in this 

Cover Editor: GRAYCE FING iR field, as in any other, can be used badly. Accordingly, some would set up lines of 
Editorial Assistants: JOhN BAKER, ISABELLA BOULI)IN, defense against acquisition of the knowledge, rather than against its misuse. 
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LiK, MARGARET LLOYD, JEAN ROCKWOOD, LEAII RYAN, ciety were used to rationalize racism, with tragic consequences; and it has devel- 
Lois SCHMITT, RICHARD SEMIKLosE, YA Li SWiGART, 
ELEANOR WARNER oped much anxiety over the allegedly imminent prospect of genetic manipula- 

Guide to Scienttfic Instruments: RICHARD SOMMER tion in man. Hence one can easily visualize an American Lysenkoism, pre- 
Mem ership Recruitment: GW NDOLYN HUDDLE; Sub- scribing an environmentalist dogma and proscribing or discouraging research 

scription Records and Member Records: ANN RAGtAND on behavioral genetics. But such a development would deprive us of knowledge 
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