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Meeting on Unity of the Sciences:
Reflections on the Rev. Moon

An international conference on the unity
of the sciences has inspired some earnest
soul-searching among leading American
scientists invited to participate. The cause
of second thoughts among some of the sci-
entists is the man behind the conference,
the Reverend Sun Myung Moon, a South
Korean evangelist and leader of an inter-
national religious organization which has
been the center of increasing controversy
in the United States.

The conference, the fourth devoted to a
discussion of problems in the relation-
ships between science and values is sched-
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uled to be held 27 to 30 November at
the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New York.
The sponsors say that some 360 scientists
and representatives of other fields from the
United States and abroad have accepted
invitations, which include an offer to pay
expenses. The list of advisers on the letter-
head is long and impressive. A number of
Nobel prizes figure in the pedigrees.
Symptomatic of the disquiet is the re-
cent withdrawal of two of four conference
‘“‘section chairmen” who were deeply in-
volved in planning and organizing the con-
ference. The two were economist Kenneth
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E. Boulding of the University of Colorado
and Columbia University sociologist
Amitai Etzioni. On the other hand, the
other two section chairmen, Alvin Wein-
berg, retired director of the Oak Ridge Na-
tional Laboratory and now head of the In-
stitute for Energy Analysis in Oak Ridge,
Tennessee, and Eugene P. Wigner, a Nobel
laureate in physics and emeritus professor
at Princeton are carrying on. In addition,
Robert S. Mulliken, another Nobel laure-
ate remains as ‘“honorary chairman.”
(Both Boulding and Etzioni have given
permission for position papers they pre-
pared to be used at the conference. Bould-
ing’s replacement as chairman is political
scientist Morton A. Kaplan, of the Uni-
versity of Chicago.)

Those who are sticking with the confer-
ence generally take the same view. They
say that the subject is an important one
which gets too little attention. At previous
conferences, they say, a full spectrum of
opinion has been expressed, the quality of
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discussion has been high, and there has
been no interference from the Moon orga-
nization. (Moon’s personal part in the
forthcoming conference will reportedly be
limited to a brief appearance to make
some opening remarks in the form of a
welcome to participants.)

Weinberg, for example, says that the in-
vitation to be section chairman came from
Wigner and that he accepted because the
focus of the conference was the unity of the
sciences and the importance of ethical and
moral values in science, a subject with
which he is especially concerned. He says
that he had known virtually nothing about
the Moon organization but talked about
previous conferences with people involved
in them and read the proceedings and felt
they had been “good meetings.”” Weinberg
says that, as a section chairman, he was of-
fered an ““honorarium” of $3000 but that
he declined it.

Those who declined invitations or have
dropped out after accepting give a variety
of reasons. Some argue that participation
in the conference by well-known scientists
and other scholars lends credibility to
Moon and his organization. Some are crit-
ical of the methods they say are used by
Moon’s Unification Church to proselytize
and retain members. Others charge that
Moon has close ties to the present author-
itarian regime in South Korea. Still others
object to the financing of the conference
with funds they say the Moon organization
derives mainly from street selling by
young members.

Letter of Reassurance

Although Etzioni subsequently resigned
from his section chairmanship, as recently
as 13 July he was a cosigner, along with
Boulding, Weinberg, and Mulliken, of an
open letter assuring prospective partici-
pants that the organizers of the conference
had been allowed ‘“‘complete freedom of
expression, agenda, and organization.”

Etzioni says that his decision to with-
draw was influenced heavily by the realiza-
tion that a number of people disengaging
themselves from the conference had liberal
leanings, so that “it was no longer a bal-
anced conference.” In addition, he says
that Moon people were “moving into the
forefront,” and that new literature on the
conference gave greater prominence to the
Unification Church and to Moon. Etzioni
also says many of the charges leveled at
Moon are undocumented, but that in the
case of allegations of Moon’s involvement
with the CIA he “saw no way of clearing it
up,” and that disturbed him.

Another dropout was Edward E. David,
Jr., former presidential science adviser and
now a vice president of Gould, Inc., of Chi-
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cago. David had been recruited last spring
as chairman of a committee to discuss the
effects of sources of funding on the conduct
of research. David says that, as he learned
about the conference and its sponsors, a
number of questions bothered him, but
that he decided to withdraw because of his
misgivings about funding. Specifically, he
says he was concerned about where the
money came from, how it was collected,
and whether the donors knew what it
would be used for.

A nonscientist who renounced a com-
mittee chairmanship was Roger Shinn,
president of Union Theological Seminary.
Shinn says that he was “ideologically miles
away from anything Moon represents,”
but that he was persuaded to participate in
the conference by the caliber of the section
leaders and other planners of the meeting.
He says he felt that the subject of the con-
ference was a “legitimate” one and that
“we need more conversation between sci-
entists and humanists. What mattered was
freedom and good leadership.” However,
when leaders he knew personally and re-
spected highly—Boulding and Etzioni—
withdrew, he decided that ‘‘the conference
was getting skewed,” and also pulled out.
(Shinn has been replaced by philosophy
professor Frederick Sontag of Pomona
College.)

The conference sponsors’ reaction to
criticism has been low-key. Michael
Young Warder of the Moon-initiated
International Cultural Foundation, who is
secretary general of the conference, says
that ““we know there has been a lot of con-
troversy over sponsorship, but we hope
that people will turn to the actual issues.”
Warder says, “We feel it is healthy that
there be other sources of funding for sci-
ence than established institutions,” and
notes charges that some National Acad-
emy of Sciences reports have reflected in-
dustry or government-agency influence. He
said that outside sponsorship should be
beneficial to a discussion of science and
values.

There seems to be no effort to conceal
the sponsorship of the conference, al-
though the Moon connection is hardly
emphasized on the letterhead or in the
brochure that accompanied the invitations.
Recruiting seems to have been carried out
primarily through the old crony network
by which many conferences are orga-
nized. The official sponsoring organization
is the International Cultural Foundation,
which is essentially an arm of the Unifica-
tion Church but funds general philan-
thropic and cultural causes as well as sup-
porting activities more closely connected
to church interests. Information on the
conference is being handled in a straight-

forward fashion by a New York public re-
lations and public affairs agency, Burson-
Marsteller.

The official theme of the conference is
“the centrality of science and absolute
values.” The purpose as stated in the in-
vitational brochure is as follows:

... [T]he purpose of this Conference is
to provide an opportunity for the world’s
most eminent scholars and scientists to
reflect on the nature of scientific knowl-
edge and to discuss the relation of science
to a standard of value. Such an historic
purpose necessitates that the participants
attempt to find a central standard of
knowledge and also to show how such a
standard might be utilized to relieve man-
kind from unnecessary misery and destruc-
tion.”

Appeal to Young People

Moon’s Unification Church in recent
years has won thousands of members in
the United States and other countries. It
offers a blend of religious idealism and
highly structured group discipline which

- apparently has a particularly strong appeal

for some young people of high school and
college age. The church recently has fig-
ured in news stories about attempts to
“deprogram” young members allegedly
subjected to psychological conditioning. In
a court case in Washington, D.C., in Au-
gust, for example, parents of an 18-year-
old girl charged that the Unification
Church had exercised such influence over
their daughter that it prevented her from
functioning under her own free will.

Critics say that the church has aspects of
a personal cult built around Moon. Wit-
nesses at the Washington trial said that ad-
herents of the church regard Moon as the
Messiah returned but that they stop short
of making the specific claim in the group’s
literature and meetings.

The Moon organization is said to have
built a strong financial base. Its holdings
include an estate at Tarrytown, New York,
which is the foundation’s U.S. headquar-
ters. Funds come from private contribu-
tions and from street sales of items such as
candy, flowers, and candles by young
members.

Many of the scientists invited to the
conference were obviously unfamiliar with
the Moon organization. Many apparently
reacted as members of an academic com-
munity, which believes in free discussion
and is accustomed to being the beneficiary
of university endowments and private
foundation grants derived from fortunes
accumulated in ways of which they may
disapprove. Nevertheless, as Moon comes
more clearly into view, a lot of conference
stars are fading.—JOHN WALSH
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