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attributes the dramatic rise to a con- 
taminant of herbicide, known as dioxin, 
and has published his views.t 

Matthew S. Meselson of Harvard Uni- 
versity, another American scientist who 
has corresponded with Tung, says he is 
aware of Tung's views, but does not know 
of an explanation for how the herbicide, 
which was sprayed in the South, would 
have entered the diet of people in the 
North. Meselson added that, if indeed her- 
bicide spray were linked to liver cancer, 
one would expect a dramatic rise in liver 
cancers in the South. But, so far as he 
knows, these statistics have not been 
sought out. 

On the larger question of improving sci- 
ence to aid in North Vietnam's reconstruc- 
tion, Galston believes that the country has 
a way yet to go. "This won't be achieved 
without a massive infusion of new equip- 
ment and other forms of aid," he says. 

Government experts, who have been fol- 
lowing the situation in North Vietnam 
closely, confirm that the country's leaders 
are genuinely interested in receiving aid 
from the West as well as from the Soviet 
Union and China. "They have said they 
will take aid from anyone, and they don't 
much care where it comes from," says one 
expert. "They have sometimes given the 
impression they are dissatisfied with what 
they're getting from the Russians and the 
Chinese." Galston notes that North Viet- 
nam is famous for being the only country 
to have received aid simultaneously from 
those two mortal enemies, China and the 
Soviet Union. 

Unlike Galston, who clearly thinks it ap- 
propriate for Americans to respond to this 
call for aid, Secretary of State Henry Kis- 
singer has been quoted as writing off any 
American assistance to reconstruct North 
Vietnam with the words: "Let their friends 
help them,"-a reference to the Soviet 
Union and China. In recent press confer- 
ences, he has somewhat more elegantly 
said the same thing about aid to the North 
and the South. However some government 
experts are assuming that North Vietnam 
will remain fairly independent of the So- 
viet Union and China, and hence that there 
could be a role there for Western assist- 
ance and influence. 

Galston adds his own view that there is a 
moral aspect to the question of aid from 
American scientists. "American science 
played an outstandingly important role in 
the destruction of that country. Why not 
let it play a role in reconstruction as 
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Erratum: Morris Muskat (Letters, 6 June, p. 973) re- 
fers to "the only certain new net [oil] supplies we can 
count on by 1985 ... when the Alaskan pipeline is oper- 
ating." The amount cited should have been "1 to 2 mil- 
lion barrels per day." 

Erratum: In the cover legend of the 27 June issue, the 
telescope at the Max Planck Institute for Radio- 
astronomie, Bonn, Germany, should be described as a 
100-meter telescope. 

Erratum: In the box on the National Medal of Sci- 
ence Winners (11 July, page 121), Britton Chance's af- 
filiation should be the Johnson Research Foundation, 
University of Pennsylvania. 

Erratum: In the appointments column of the 11 July 
issue, it should have read "at the University of Mary- 
land School of Medicine: Thomas B. Ducker to chair- 
man, neurological surgery division and G. Robert 
Mason is chairman, surgery department." 

Erratum. The ordinate of Fig. 1A in the report by R. 
Berezny and D. S. Coffey (25 July, page 292) should 
read "103 count/min per 100 pg of DNA" rather than 
"per gg of DNA." 
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