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almost appears to be a conspiracy of si- 
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any evidence presented that limbic rather 
than other parts of the forebrain are in- 
volved in autonomic regulation. And Co- 
hen's research is limited to pigeons. All the 
other chapters that deal with forebrain 
control of autonomic responses include 
references to influences initiated from the 
lateral cortical convexity (especially pre- 
central and anterior frontal). 

Does this mean that DiCara's concep- 
tion of the volume is inappropriate? Per- 
haps, but there remains the nagging con- 
viction that the editor has some intuition 
which, if it could only be made explicit, 
would illuminate a considerable range of 
brain-behavior relationships. Limbic and 
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er's speculative ideas on the reprocessing 
of the universe. 

The book is very well written. The prose 
is both readable and concise. Generally, 
the authors introduce a new concept or re- 
sult by way of something already familiar 
to the reader (a Newtonian analog or a di- 
mensional argument, for example), give a 
simple derivation where possible, and give 
extensive references should one wish to go 
deeper into the topic. 

Many books of this kind are marred by 
numerous errors in the text. This one is rel- 

atively error-free. (Two that I noticed: 
gravitational radiation emission decreases, 
not increases as is stated, the period of a 

binary system, and the equations of stellar 
structure quoted for the Brans-Dicke theo- 

ry are incorrect.) 
In any rapidly developing field a book 

may be largely out of date by the time it is 
completed. Here this problem has been 
minimized through emphasis on basic 
physical ideas rather than on particular 
model-dependent conclusions. However, 
the authors felt it necessary to add a selec- 
tion of reprints on black holes and grav- 
itational waves in an attempt to update 
that part of the book. This decision is my 
only grounds for major criticism of the 
book: the book succeeds because it distills 
each topic and presents it in a manner that 
makes it easy to understand. The journal 
articles by their very nature are out of 
place in a book of this kind, and their 
omission would have reduced the length of 
the book, (and perhaps the price too) by 
over 20 percent. 

Not only is this book suitable as a text- 
book for students, many working as- 

trophysicists will find it a useful book to 
own. 

SAUL TEUKOLSKY 
Department of Physics, 
Cornell University, 
Ithaca, New York 
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