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chemical preparations. BNDD forms
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Amo [2-1%C] barbital CFA.401

d-lmethylene-*C) CFA.544
Amphetamine sulfate

d-[side chain-3H] TRK.444
Amphetamine sulfate

[1-(n)-*H] Codeine TRK.448

[N-methyl-14C} CFA.421
Codeine hydrochloride

Diacetyl [1-(n)-*H] TRK.449
morphine

[1,7,8(n)-*H] TRK.450
Dihydromorphine

[15,16(n)-*H] Etorphine TRK.476

Lysergic acid CFA.534
di [1-*4C] ethylamide

[2(n)-3H] Lysergic TRK.461
acid diethylamide

[1(n)-*H] Morphine TRK.447

[N-methyl-*C] Morphine CFA.363
hydrochloride

Pheno [2-14C] barbital CFA.537

A'<Tetrahydro CFA.538
[(3',5'-14C] Cannabinol

A-[G-3H] TRK.446
Tetrahydrocannabinol

[358] Thiopentone SJ.77

For complete ordering information,
consult your new Amersham/
Searle Research Products Catalog.
Call or write:
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that their life expectancy was less than
ours. Actually, the rejection of saturated
fats is a recent fashion; our great-grand-
parents were great consumers of butter,
cream, fat pork, lard, suet, and beef drip-
pings. They ate starch, which, like refined
sugar, is converted to glucose in vivo. If
they ate broccoli, they had enough sense to
cook it so it would be digestible. Wheat
germ is a great food, even though it con-
tains an estrogen that gives it a potency
equivalent biologically to about 400 parts
per billion of diethylstilbestrol as mea-
sured by the mouse uterine response (2).
Yogurt is milk is yogurt. It is easy to use
the term “‘junk food” in a subjective man-
ner.

The statement that the “standard” diet
*“can contribute to obesity, tooth decay,
heart disease, intestinal cancer, and diabe-
tes” is an erroneous oversimplification.
These are complex problems, involving he-
redity, hormonal balance, fluoride defi-
ciency, dental hygiene; and even virus dis-
eases. Overeating is paramount to obesity,
but, alas, the degenerative diseases will
not be arrested by going on a diet of
cracked wheat, pumpkin seeds, and dried
seaweed.

THoMmAS H. JUKES
Space Sciences Laboratory and
Department of Nutritional Sciences,
University of California,
Berkeley 94720
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AGRIS

One rather unfortunate misunder-
standing might arise from the otherwise
excellent article “AGRIS” by Joseph F.
Caponio and Leila Moran (24 Jan., p.
233). In the section entitled ““Discussion,”
the authors state, “AGRIS represents the
first big international effort to coordinate
and to consolidate a spectrum of informa-
tion activities.” This does less than justice
to the work of the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) and its member
states in their creation of the International
Nuclear Information System (INIS).

INIS came into operation in May 1970
and was the world’s first computer-based
documentation service for which input is
prepared on an internationally decentral-
ized basis. The first discussions in the
IAEA secretariat, which ultimately led to
the implementation of INIS, were initiated

by the United States and the Soviet Union
in the summer of 1966. R. K. Wakerling of
the United States and L. L. Issaev of the
Soviet Union, acting as consultants, drew
up the first description of the system. Their
report was reviewed in December of that
year by a working group consisting of ex-
perts from 16 countries and three interna-
tional organizations. Agreement was
reached in 1966 on a number of important
aspects of INIS which have endured
through subsequent years.

In particular, it was decided to adopt a
“network’ concept for the organization of
INIS. Each country or regional organiza-
tion would scan the literature for the area
for which it was responsible and prepare
the input data for the system; the IAEA
would merge this data to create a master
file and would distribute the file in agreed
forms (conventional printing, microform,
and magnetic tape) for the use of national
and regional information services.

INIS is now a well-established and
highly efficient system. It has demon-
strated that a system based on decentral-
ized input can produce timely and consist-
ent information services.

It may be of some interest to note that
the implementation of the AGRIS Level
One system—which became operational
this year—has been achieved in close col-
laboration with INIS, making use both of
the experience and computer software of
the latter system. Further, all computer
processing of AGRIS input is being per-
formed as a joint operation with the com-
puter section of the IAEA in Vienna. That
this collaborative effort is working
smoothly is a further tribute to INIS
“know-how.”

HARRY EAST
AGRIS Coordinating Centre,
Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations,
Q0100-Rome, Italy

Miles-per-Gallon Indicator

In his review of energy conservation
(Research News, 23 May, p. 820), William
D. Metz should have used the indicative
rather than the subjunctive mood in refer-
ring to a miles-per-gallon indicator for au-
tomobiles. Such an instrument has been
available for some time from SpaceKom,
Inc., a small company in Santa Barbara,
California. It costs about as much as 70
gallons of gasoline.

ALAN T. MOFFET
Owens Valley Radio Observatory,
California Institute of Technology,
Pasadena 91125
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