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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE 
Science serves its readers as a forum for the presentation World Population Conference in Perspective 

and discussion of important issues related to the advance- 
ment of science, including the presentation of minority or Summing up the tangled opinions on population growth and environmental conflicting points of view, rather than by publishing only 
material on which a consensus has been reached. Accord- quality, a cartoon caption reads, "Eventually we will run out of food to feed ingly, all articles published in Science-including editori- ourselves, fuel to warm ourselves, and air to breathe.... This is something we als, news and comment, and book reviews-are signed and 
reflect the individual views of the authors and not official must learn to live with." The United Nations Conference on World Population, points of view adopted by the AAAS or the institutions held in Bucharest in August 1974, had stronger answers than "wait and see." with which the authors are affiliated. Delegates from 135 nations adopted by acclamation (only the Holy See reserv- 

Editorial Board ing) a World Population Plan of Action. The Plan of Action is not ideal, but the 
H. S. GUTOWSKY DONALD LiNDSLEY extent to which it succeeds should not be underestimated. Hesitant in tone, the N. BRUCE HANNAY RUTH PATRICK 
DONALD KENNEDY RAYMOND H. THOMPSON pian lacks quantitative goals, but it does make all the necessary provisions for DANIEL F. KOSHLAND, JR. countries wishing to reduce population g;owth. Specific implications for popu- 

1976 lation growth rate and quality of life of all countries are especially apparent in 
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JAMES F. CROW FRANK W. PUTNAM three areas: the status of women, control of reproduction by individuals, and the HANS LANDSBERG MAXINE SINGER use of the environment. 
EDWARD NEY ARTHUR M. SQUIRES 

Editorial Staff At the U.N. Commission on the Status of Women in January 1974, a resolu- 
Editor tion calling for equal representation of men and women to the Conference on 

PHILIP H. ABELSON World Population was adopted. Women were not equally represented at Buch- 
Publisher Business Manager arest, but 13 were headed women. As a result of lob- WILLIAM D. CAREY HANS NUSSBAUM delegations by vigorous 

Managing Editor: ROBERT V. ORMES bying efforts by women participants, the Plan of Action mentions the elimina- 
Assistant Editors: ELLEN F. MURPHY, JOHN E. RINGLE tion of discrimination against women and expansion of the role of women no 
Assistant to the Editors: PATRICIA ROWE less than seven times, while the subject was mentioned only once, under a sub- 
News and Comment: JOHN WALSH, LUTHER J. CARTER, heading, in the draft plan. It is indicative of the increasing awareness of the ne- DEBORAH SHAPLEY, ROBERT GILLETTE, NICHOLAS WADE, cessity to fully integrate women into society that the amendments on the status CONSTANCE HOLDEN, BARBARA J. CULLITON, SCHERRAINE of women were adopted with virtually no opposition. 
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Research News: ALLEN L. HAMMOND, WILLIAM D. Although the plan is careful to acknowledge national sovereignty, basic mdi- METZ, THOMAS H. MAUGH II, JEAN L. MARX, ARTHUR L 
ROBINSON, GINA BARI KOLATA, FANNIE GROOM vidual rights to control reproduction are delineated. Furthermore, the plan rec- 

Book Reviews: KATHERINE LIVINGSTON, LYNN MAN. ognizes "that couples and individuals in the exercise of this right take into ac- 
FIELD, JANET KEGG count the needs of their living and future children, and their responsibilities 

Cover Editor: GRAYCE FINGER towards the community." This is the first time that a U.N. document asks in- 
Editorial Assistants: MARGARET ALLEN, ISABELLA dividuals to assess the cost of a child to the family as well as to society at large. BOULDIN, ELEANORE BUTZ, MARY DOREMAN, SYLVIA 

EBERHART, JUDITH GIVELBER, CORRINE HARRIS, NANCY The quality of life for an individual and society, therefore, becomes a factor in HARTNAGEL, OLIVER HEATWOLE, CHRISTINE KARLIK, de 
MARGARET LLOYD, ERIC POGGENPOHL, JEAN ROCK- termining the number of children an individual or couple bears. wooo, LEAH RYAN, Lois SCHMITT, RICHARD SEMIKLOSE, Recognition of environmental constraints on the use of resources appears as YA Li SWIGART, ELEANOR WARNER 

Guide to Scientific Instruments: RICHARD SOMMER one of the principles and objectives of the plan. Population goals, the plan in- 
Membership Recruitment: GWENDOLYN HUDDLE; Sub- dicates, should consider supplies and characteristics of natural resources as well scription Records and Member Records: ANN RAGLAND as the quality of the environment. Cognizant of the relationship between re- 

Advertising Staff sources and increasing population, the plan directs attention to minimizing 
Director Production Manager waste and resources more equitably. 
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Advertising Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES In a regional post-world population conference consultation, held in Bang- kok in January 1975, national goals and timetables for making family planning Sales: NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036: Herbert L. Burklund, 11 
W. 42 St. (212-PE-6-1858); ScoTcH PLAINS, N.J. 07076: C. services available and for reducing birthrates to the replacement level were Richard Callis, 12 Unami Lane (201-889-4873); CHICAGO, adopted by 26 countries. The rhetoric of governments suggests that population 
ILL. 60611: Jack Ryan, Room 2107, 919 N. Michigan Ave. 
(312.DE.7-4973); BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF. 90211: Winn problems and the World Plan of Action will be receiving high priority. Nance, Ii N. La Cienega Blvd. (213-657-2772); DORSET, The extent to which governments are committed to population and quality of VT. 05251: Fred W. Dieffenbach, Kent Hill Rd. (802-867- life issues will be indicated by the results of the U.N. World Conference of the 5581) 
EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massachu- International Women's Year to be held in June in Mexico City. This world setts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Phones: (Area conference may recognize the interrelationship of the status of women and fain- code 202) Central Office: 467-4350; Book Reviews: 467- 
4367; Business Office: 467-4411; Circulation: 467-4417; ily planning. Unless individuals and governments recognize the role of women Guide to Scientific Instruments: 467-4480; News and Coin- in population increase and take action to integrate women in all facets of devel- ment: 467-4430; Reprints and Permissions: 467-4483; Re- 
search News: 467-4321; Reviewing: 467-4443. Cable: Ad- opment, population growth may continue as women define themselves solely in vancesci. Washington. Copies of "Instructions for terms of their child-bearing and child-rearing capacities. DEE BOERSMA, Insti- Contributors" can be obtained from the editorial office. 
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