
atomic and nuclear physics (J. J. Thom- 
son and Rutherford), molecular biology 
(Crick and Watson), and radioastron- 
omy (Ryle and Hewish)-all of which 
the book describes. Last year's award 
of the Nobel Prize in physics to Ryle 
and Hewish brought to 24 the number 
of Nobel laureates associated with the 
Cavendish. Clearly any author coura- 
geously attempting to write the 100- 
year history of a center of such intel- 
lectual excellence and achievement is 
confronted by many difficulties, not the 
least of which is the fact that there is 
material enough for several volumes. 

In presenting a history of the Caven- 
dish in one volume, Crowther has in 
mind "the general as well as the scien- 
tific reader." For each the usefulness of 
the book will be inversely proportional 
to his familiarity with the many histori- 
cal works, of which Crowther makes 
extensive use, which deal directly or in- 
directly, in part or in full, with the 
Cavendish and its professors. His own 
contribution has been to sketch periods, 
particularly more recent ones, not cov- 
ered by these other volumes. In his 
researches he has interviewed many 
Cavendish scientists, but he has not 
always fashioned the resultant informa- 
tion into good history. Perhaps the 
most obvious example of this is chapter 
20, "The Cavendish in transition," 
which is intended to deal with the pe- 
riod between the end of Rutherford's 
tenure as Cavendish Professor in 1937 
and the beginning of W. L. Bragg's ten- 
ure in 1938. In particular, the latter 
part of this chapter reads like a set of 
notes taken during a rambling oral in- 
terview with J. A. Ratcliffe, who entered 
the Cavendish as a student of radio- 
physics under E. V. Appleton in 1921 
and who later acted briefly as director 
of the Cavendish following Bragg's de- 
parture in 1953. Poor construction is 
also apparent, although to a lesser 
degree, in chapters 15 through 19, on 
the Rutherford era, where again it often 
happens that the author is controlled 
by his sources rather than they being 
dominated and ordered by him. 

Crowther has been writing on sci- 
ence since 1926, when he became the 
first science correspondent of the 
Manchester Guardian, and is the author 
of a number of other books on science 
and its history. In view of the fact that 
some of his earlier historical works 
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the Cavendish comes as no surprise. 
However, after the introduction and the 
first chapter, where the creation of the 
Cavendish is explained as a response of 
the University of Cambridge to needs 
of the burgeoning scientific-industrial 
society of 19th-century Britain, this 
concern drops quickly from sight and 
thereafter we are given a conventional, 
if uneven, history of Cavendish life un- 
der the successive leadership of Max- 
well, Rayleigh, J. J. Thomson, Ruther- 
ford, Bragg, N. F. Mott, and, since 
1971, A. B. Pippard. 

Although this book is not the defini- 
tive history of the Cavendish, it should 
prove to be rewarding reading to many. 
The reviewer, who is not unfamiliar 
with the other literature relating to the 
Cavendish, has profited by reading it, 
especially in regard to the more recent 
history. It is handsomely produced, 
with large type, reads easily, and has 
52 illustrations, including portraits of 
each of the seven Cavendish Professors. 

WILLIAM MCGUCKEN 

Department of History, 
University of Akron, 
Akron, Ohio 
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