and environmental situation in which
there were few incentives for people
to move. This in turn would require
relatively stable populations and equi-
table distribution of opportunity and
wealth, hardly a description of today’s
world. Without these conditions, it
appears that open immigration policies
are about to be added to the growing
list of casualties of continued popula-
tion growth and resource depletion.
Joun H. TANTON
Immigration Study Committee,
Zero Population Growth,
Washington, D.C. 20036
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The

Tanton correctly points out that de-
cisions often have to be made with de-
ficient data. Current immigration data
are not equal to the task of providing
needed insights into the effects of pro-
posed changes in immigration policy.
I agree that population considerations
should be included in immigration pol-
icy, but political, economic, and social
considerations also have a place in such
deliberations. Tanton’s discussion and
conclusion indicate the paramount im-
portance he gives to population. Restric-
tionism has previously been viewed as
an answer to problems in the United
States. Our experience should warn us
to tread carefully. Ansley Coale’s evalu-
ation (/) of immigration’s contribution
to population growth should give us
pause about considering radical cut-
backs of immigration as a way of check-
ing the effects of population growth.

Concern for the quality of life should
also cause us to be vigilant about equity
in our laws and about repressive admin-
istration and enforcement, which affect
not only aliens but native-born and
naturalized citizens. Our shared concern
about population growth should not
blind us to the complex effects of im-
migration policy and administration. We
should seriously ponder whether mere
survival is enough.

CHARLES B. KEELY
Department of Sociology,
Western Michigan University,
Kalamazoo 49001
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Obvious Question

I was much interested in Irving H.
Page’s editorial “A sense of the history
of discovery” (27 Dec. 1974, p. 1161),
especially the description of the ludi-
crous circumstances under which Flem-
ing discovered penicillin. I think I can
add a further ludicrous note to the
discovery of penicillin.

When I was an undergraduate in
medical school and taking a bacteriol-
ogy course (in 1914), we learned how
to grow bacteria on agar plates. One

day my plate had a number of black.

spots on it surrounded by clear halos.
I asked the instructor what those clear
halos were containing a black spot in
the center; I don’t recall his exact
words, but the tenor of his response
was, “Those are molds: you were care-
less in your technique and you got your
plate contaminated by molds. You must
be more careful.”

I am sure that bit of knowledge was
not his alone. The other instructors and
the professor of bacteriology must have
known also of the black spots sur-
rounded by clear zones. There must
have been hundreds of bacteriologists
around the world at that time who
had seen this same thing. Incredibly, it
seems that the perfectly obvious ques-
tion, “If something diffuses out from a
colony of molds which will prevent
bacterial growth in culture, might this
also prevent infection in man?”’ seems
not to have occurred to any of them.
Why didn’t that so very obvious ques-
tion occur to me? Instead, I went back
to my place thoroughly chastened, hav-
ing been chided before the whole class
for carelessness in technique. Before
the day was over, all my classmates
knew that molds destroyed bacterial
growth. They were all reasonably intelli-
gent; why didn’t the question occur to
one of them?

If a reasonably intelligent and curi-
ous high school student had wandered
in to visit the laboratory, he, being
thoroughly disinterested, might very
well have asked, after the situation was
explained to him, “Is that what you use
in sick people to kill bacteria?”’

It has always seemed to me that this
was a prime example of how extremely
obtuse even intelligent people may be.
After all, the only reason we were
studying bacteriology was to learn how
to control infectious diseases!

A. C. HiLpiNG
Research Laboratory,
St. Luke’s Hospital,
Duluth, Minnesota 55805
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You can order any item in this column
direct from the supplier...details below.

Metric Converter [$79

In a flash make 36 dif-
ferent metric to U.S.
conversions: °F-°C, in-
cm, in?-cm?2 ind-cm?3,
1b-kg, qt-liter. 5 full
calculator functions (4
regular plus percen- &
tage). Rechargeable
NiCd battery with AC
charger, deluxe carry-
ing pouch, 5 oz. light,
handheld, wire wheels,
automatic trans., AM-
FM, air cond., solid
state, gee whiz! Just 79
(bucks till Mar. 31, 1975)
Order direct No. 8166
Metric Converter. For
literature only...

Circle No. 555 on Readers’ Service Card

3 pH Probes Cost Less Than 2

It’s our popular long,
thin combination elec-
trode that reaches 10
inches down into test
tubes and flasks. And
it’s precalibrated and
gel filled. Never needs
messy refilling. Order
direct No. 808 pH elec-

trode, $98.00 each.
Special offer (expires
March 31, 1975 ):

Three or more, $65.33
each. Or for literature
only...
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Waring Blendors: 1 qt-1 gal.

Famous Waring Blend-
ors; rugged industrial
lab models. Choose
single speed, multi-
speed, timer model, 1
qt., 2 qt. or giant gallon
size. Accessories, too!
Order direct No. 7882
1 qt., single speed,
$49.95, No. 7883 1 qt.,
7-speed, $88.95, No.
7888 2 qt., 2-speed, $195,
No. 7887 1 gal., 3-speed,
$399. All include glass
container. Optional 1
qt. stainless steel con-
tainer No. 7873, $24.95.
For literature only...

Circle No. 556 on Readers’ Service Card
order direct from:

MARKSON SCIENCE INC.
131 Oak Street, Del Mar, CA 92014
Telephone (714) 755-6655




