
The author's extensive discussion of 
alloy compositions and coloring tech- 
niques is of necessity based mainly 
upon European literature of a rather 
unreliable kind-the formularies or 
compilations of workshop recipes that 
stretch back to the catchpenny Books 
of Secrets of the early 16th century and 
the much earlier manuscript compila- 
tions that reflect the activities of archi- 
vists more than those of artisans. This 
reviewer had always regarded Hiorn's 
copious listing of alloys and coloring 
methods in 1902 as the work of an 
uninspired hack. Needham's depen- 
dence on this listing gives unfortunate 
permanence to the names of some pro- 
prietary and transitory alloys best for- 
gotten, but the very fact that such 
phenomena have been beneath the 
notice of the professional metallurgist 
serves effectively to emphasize Need- 
ham's point about the dangers of sepa- 
ration between different classes of peo- 
ple dealing with similar phenomena. 

There is rich ammunition here for 
both sides in the debate over diffusion 
versus independent invention, as well as 
for studying the roles of internal and 
external factors in the development of 
science and technology. This volume, 
though shorter than most of its prede- 
cessors, is important on many levels. 
The perspective of the whole work is 
leading to a true world view without 
loss of detail, and it is sure to be re- 
garded as one of the great intellectual 
achievements of the 20th century. 

The book is pleasant to handle and 
easy to read. There are two sets of foot- 
notes, one giving the Chinese characters 
for the names of key persons and 
writings, the other technical or biblio- 
graphic information; these are where 
they belong but so rarely appear now- 
adays, at the foot of the page. Both 
the copious bibliography (which lists 
titles without annoying abbreviations) 
and the detailed index are unusually 
tuseful, fully meriting the cost of the 
200 pages that they occupy alongside 
the 300 pages of text. 
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comforts comforts 

Here's a small animal cage 
system called see-through?, 
incorporating all the features 
needed for convenient care: 
transparent cages, choice of 
flooring (solid, raised or drop- 
through), removable excreta 
trays and automatic watering. 
All are efficiently integrated into 
a flexible stainless steel roll- 
around rack. 

Cages are the heart of the 
system. You can have see- 
through polycarbonate with 
wire walkfloor, or solid floor, 
available in two sizes: 9/2" 
x 10/2" or 19" x 10/2", both 
8" deep. All are interchangeable 
and can be modified at little 
added cost when your programs 
or research criteria change. The 
smaller ones give you 60 cages 
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per rack, the larger ones 30 
per rack. 

Versatility, that's what the 
system offers. You can house a 
variety of colonies in a single 
roll-around stainless steel rack: 
mice, hamsters, rats or guinea 
pigs. And, you can do all this 
without readjusting the rack or 
changing support equipment. 

Modern housing for you, the 
mice, and most important, for 
your budget. For complete 
details, prices and delivery, 
please write or call, Lab Products, 
635 Midland Avenue, Garfield, 
New Jersey 07026, Phone 
(201) 478-2535. 

lab products 
Inc a lcompany 

Circle No. 482 on Readers' Service Card 

per rack, the larger ones 30 
per rack. 

Versatility, that's what the 
system offers. You can house a 
variety of colonies in a single 
roll-around stainless steel rack: 
mice, hamsters, rats or guinea 
pigs. And, you can do all this 
without readjusting the rack or 
changing support equipment. 

Modern housing for you, the 
mice, and most important, for 
your budget. For complete 
details, prices and delivery, 
please write or call, Lab Products, 
635 Midland Avenue, Garfield, 
New Jersey 07026, Phone 
(201) 478-2535. 

lab products 
Inc a lcompany 

Circle No. 482 on Readers' Service Card 


