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The Office of Science and Society 
(OSS) develops programs and man- 
ages activities in two areas: (i) science, 
technology, and public policy and (ii) 
environmental studies. It also provides 
staff support for several AAAS com- 
mittees, including the committees on 
Science and Public Policy and on En- 
vironmental Alterations. 

The AAAS Congressional Science 
Fellows Program provides an opportu- 
nity for accomplished scientists and 
engineers to spend 1 year helping mem- 
bers of Congress and their staffs utilize 
scientific and technological information 
more effectively in making legislative 
judgments. 

The major objectives of the program 
are to strengthen staff capabilities in 
an area where many congressmen have 
acknowledged the need for help, and 
to increase the knowledge and under- 
standing of government decision-mak- 
ing and policy processes within the 
scientific community, thereby making 
public service careers a more viable 
professional option. Thus the program 
eventually aims to change institutional 
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patterns both within the Congress and 
within the greater scientific community. 
Several other professional societies 
sponsor Fellows, with AAAS coordi- 
nating the central program. This year 
there are six AAAS Fellows and six 
from affiliated societies. 

Each spring and fall the OSS, in 
cooperation with the Brookings Institu- 
tion, arranges and sponsors a series of 
science and public policy seminars 
specifically designed for members of 
Congress and key congressional aides 
and featuring outstanding American 
scientists. A similar set of seminars is 
arranged for the community of science 
attaches of foreign embassies in Wash- 
ington. 

The OSS served as one of the prin- 
cipal coordination and planning entities 
for a workshop/conference on "Energy 
and the Environment: A Challenge for 
Technology and Lawmaking" held in 
Albany, N.Y., during January 1974. 
The workshop was jointly sponsored 
by the Speaker of the New York State 
Assembly and by AISLE, a group of 
representatives from 20 professional 
societies, including the AAAS. It was 
attended by 60 professionals in fields 
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ranging from science and engineering 
to architecture and public accounting, 
and by more than 30 legislators from 
the New York State Assembly. Some 
50 legislative recommendations re- 
sulted, several of which have become 
laws. 

The focus and organization of fed- 
eral science and technology policy is 
of major concern to the OSS. During 
the spring of 1974 the Committee on 
Science and Public Policy, on request 
from the Committee on Science and 
Astronautics (now Science and Tech- 
nology) of the U.S. House of Repre- 
sentatives, produced an analysis of 
present and future requirements for 
science and technology policy, plans, 
and organization. The document was 
used by the House committee in pre- 
paring its most recent hearings on the 
matter of science policy organizations 
at the federal level. 

The OSS has documented its experi- 
ence with a popular exposition on the 
role of science and technology in ad- 
dressing community level social prob- 
lems in a report entitled Community 
Information Expositions. This project 
was one of several which have been 
undertaken to explore techniques of 
citizen and professional involvement 
in regional and local science and public 
policy matters. 
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Wendy Weisman-Dermer 

The 1974-75 AAAS Congressional Science 
Fellows: Dr. Pamela Ebert, Dr. Henry 
Kelly, Dr. Gary Thomas, Dr. Jon Viegel. 
At far right: Richard Scribner, director of 
Science and Society Programs Office. Not 
shown: Dr. Kevin Cornell and Dr. Jerome 
Harper. 
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The mission of the Office of Science 
Education (OSE) is to catalyze the 
improvement of education in science 
and mathematics, chiefly, but not ex- 
clusively, through the channels of 
formal education. Until it was dis- 
banded earlier this year, the AAAS 
Commission on Science Education ad- 
vised the OSE on its programs. Cur- 
rently the chautauqua-type Short 
Courses for College Teachers program 
is one of the major concerns of the 
OSE. Each course consists of 2 days 
of intensive study and discussion in 
the fall, a period of about 3 months 
for individual study, and a final 2-day 
session in the spring. Nearly 10,000 
college teachers in the natural and 
social sciences, mathematics, and engi- 
neering have participated in the pro- 
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gram since it began in 1969. The 
courses have been conducted within a 
network of 12 field centers extending 
from Amherst, Massachusetts, to 
Claremont, California, and from At- 
lanta, Georgia, to Beaverton, Oregon. 

A significant feature of the program 
has been its evolution from traditional, 
discipline-oriented courses to inter- 
and cross-disciplinary courses dealing, 
to a large degree, with problems of 
science, technology, and society. This 
shift in emphasis has come about in 
response to expressions of need and 
interest by college teachers, and has 
brought the program directly into the 
focus of the principal objectives of the 
AAAS. A series of study guides are 
being prepared from course materials 
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ENVI RONATOR (Conlinued from page 52) to provide for a much broader dissemi- 
nation than can be achieved from the 

is Supercold The OSE also collaborates wtth 

regional environmental councils to ad- 
vance environmental education pro- 
grams, and with the American School 

U pright secondary school counseling in science. 

Freezers Counselors Association to improve 
A prime concern of the latter project 
is to reverse the current pattern of 

counseling women and minorities out 
* All foam insulation-superior for of the sciences in secondary school. 

Another program starting in 1975 will 
moisture resistance * Sealed and focus on improving science education 
insulated inner doors-best protection in elementary schools that have large 
against frost * Adjustable shelves * numbers of students from minority 
Explosion Safe * Models available . groups. 
in 12 and 16 cubic feet-450C to-750C Model U 12 SC 75 Science Education News, published 

by the Office six times a year, carries 

Key to research with Super cold freezers * Growth Chambers * Biological brief accounts of innovative educa- 
Incubators * Environmental Rooms * tional programs and materials. Science 

for Society: A Bibliography, published 

6200 Main Street annually, assists secondary school and 
Columbia, South Carolina 29203 college teachers and their students who 
803-754-8990 are concerned with science! technology/ 
formerly society issues. 

Key to Research Environmental Equipment, Incorporated 

circle No. 288 on Readers' Service card Notes from Other Offices 
Opportunities in Science: A new 

publication, Rosters of Minority and 
Kohn electrophoresis unit Women Professionals, which contains information for makers of rosters as 

is6unitsinl well as suggestions on the effective use 
of rosters to achieve equal opportunity, 

Here's real versatility. The Shandon is available for $3.95. 
Electrophoresis Apparatus after Kohn . 'i * * 

-designed for maximum flexibility 
convenience and economy-easily per - Communications: Science on Tele- 
forms these six techniques: (1) Cellu. vision, the most recent in a series of 
lose Acetate... with a range of bridge . occasional publications on science in 
gaps from 1 cm to 21 cm in 1 mm . the media, is available for $2.50. The 
steps you get unrivaled economy with issue covers commercial and public tele- 
expensive media . . . unit is ideal for large.scale, small-scale and micro 
techniques, also short distance HVE; (2) Starch, Agar and Polyacrylamide vision, as well as the BBC in Great 
Gels.., for superb resolution . . . and for immuno techniques; (3) Paper Britain and NHK in Japan. 
... outstanding simplicity and convenience on all runs; (4) Micro-immune Copies of a study guide and anno- 
and Crossed-over Techniques... no need to improvise, special accessories tated bibliography to accompany Jacob 
do the job with no trouble; (5) Thin Layer (TLE) . . . real advantages in Bronowski's television series The Ascent 
many types of separation . . . fast set-up time, fine results; (6) Cooled 
Platen Work -. . for separations at higher voltages ... avoid denaturation of Man are available on request. 
of sample . . . ideal for enzyme work. Send for catalog U77, that details * * * 

all of the advantages and accessories of this versatile apparatus, to Science and Society Programs: The 
Shandon Southern Instruments, Inc., 515 Broad St., Sewickley, Pa. 15143. deadline for the receipt of applications 

for the 1975-76 Congressional Fellows 
__________________________________________________________________ program is 31 March 1975. 

* * * 

Annual Meeting Notices: Several of 
 the Offices are arranging special events 

in conjunction with the AAAS Annual 
Meeting. All of them will be held in 
the Americana Hotel unless otherwise 
noted. 

PITTSBURGH * LONDON * FRANKFURT Twomeetingswillbeofspecialin- 
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