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Roszak and Rationality 

Paraphrasing Clemenceau, it appears 
that "science is too important to leave 
to scientists." I have followed with 
amazement the sad chronicle of Theo- 
dore Roszak's challenge to science and 

? the ineffectual response of the scientific 
community to it (see N. Wade, News 
and Comment, 12 Sept., p. 925). 

I am not a scientist, but I have the 
same stake in science that every literate 
human being has-whether he knows 
it or not. Science, aside from technol- 
ogy, is one of the crucial modes of 
knowledge in our milieu. 

It should be pointed out that Ros- 
zak's "challenge" is bogus, and only 
the general ignorance of scientists con- 
cerning matters outside their areas of 
expertise allows it to stand. "Gnosis" 
is not only a discarded and discredited 
piece of antiquity, it is also at the root 

, of the modern mass movements which 
have rent our society asunder. In cer- 
tain cases, gnosticism has even invaded 
science-or, more accurately, pseudo- 
sclence-wlth disastrous results. 

I wonder how many of those who 
wish to answer Roszak are familiar with 
Voegelin's The New Science of Politics 
(1), or his Science; Politics, and Gnosti- Laminar air flow is a cism (2). How many have read J'onas' 

technique which significantly The Gnostic Religion (3), Cohn's The 
reduces concentrations of air- Pursuit of the Millennium (4), and de 
borne contamination in your Lubac's The Drama of Atheist Human- 
animal breeding or research area. 

Our laminar system, called I / // I . isin (5)? Further, a definitive answer to 
STAY-CLEAN?, filters air at the I I Roszak's contentions can be found in 
source, and the velocity of the air I Charon's brilliant work, Man in Search 
-directed outward over the __ I of Himself (6). Charon, a noted physi- 
cages-carries away enclosure i,   cist and member of the French Atomic 
generated airborne contamina -I'  -i-I - 

tion and also prevents entry of T Energy Commission, has used the in- 
other contaminants. -I- sights of general relativity to open new 

Air flow from the STAY-CLEAN I " vistas for those who seek knowledge, 
system is filtered to remove - -: .1 rather than "gnosis. such as Ros- 
particles of 0.3 microns or larger. If attacks on science 

Air velocity is adjustable from zak's should begin to corrode the mo- 
50 ft. per minute to 90 ft. per rale of those scientists who read him, 
minute. For complete details, prices then the search for truth may end, and 

The STAY-CLEAN system is and delivery, please write or call, we will all be doomed to another dark 
completely self-contained, easy Lab Products, Inc., 635 Midland age such as that predicted by Brown 
to operate and requires little or Avenue, Garfield, New Jersey (7). 
no maintenance. The roll-around 07026. Phone (201) 478-2535. In his response to Roszak, Steven 
system is constructed of Type Weinberg says: 
316 stainless steel and is lab '"'"" 
equipped with adjustable shelves IJIIULL We didn't want it to come out this way, 
so that a variety of cage sizes but it did . . . the search for these laws 
can be accommodated. IIE acompany [of nature] forces us to turn away from 
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the ordinary world of human perception 
GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUP . .. it is nature that dictates the direction 

of our search. One stop for 
If one were to substitute "God" for 

"nature," the same words could have Ofl 

been spoken by St. Augustine, St. 
Thomas Aquinas, St. Paul, or Isaiah. exchangers 

The search for truth carries us where 
it will, not where we will. Roszak's 
assault on science seems to me to be 
no less than an assault upon the tradi- 
tional Judeo-Christian search for a 
truth beyond human perception, be it 
theological or scientific. 

JOHN WILLIAM CORRINGTON 

1724 Valence Street, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70115 
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It's also a small drop counting 6. J. E. Charon, Man in Search, of Himself, J. E. 
Anderson, Transi. (Allen & Unwin, London, 

fraction collector. In fact, it's one of 1967). Bio-Rad is the best single source 
7. N. 0. Brown, Closing Time (Random House, for ion exchange materials and 

the smallest fraction collectors avail- New York, 1973). 
able. And it has a price to match: technology. 67 resins, gels, crys- 
$650.00, complete. It is simply not true that rational tals and celluloses. 7 closely con- 

95 test tubes 12 or 13 mm di- Western science has severed its ties with trolled mesh ranges from 16 
ameter are held in 19 removable the spiritual and mystical side of hu- (1190 ,.t) to minus 400 (<37 ) for 
racks, each with a rotating shoe to man nature. If Roszak and his col- precise flow and suitable effi- 
allow it to stand upright when re- leagues feel that a scientific view de- ciency. Grades to fit your exact- prives the world of mystery and won- ing requirements - commercial, 
moved from the instrument. The Pup der, they are mistaking technology, the analytical, etc. Active groups? A 
will retrieve from 1 to 2 columns and manipulative offspring of science, for choice is offered including acidic 
can be programmed for timed inter- science itself. Scientific research begins and basic, weak and strong and 
val, drop counting, or volumetric with a wondering mind and concludes most everything in between. 
collection. For cleaning after spills, (insofar as the study of nature ever Bio-Rad's convenience extends to 
the entire shifting mechanism can be concludes) with even greater wonder. packaging, too; the one pound 
easily removed and submerged. An Thus, few practicing scientists feel the bottle, 25 lb. and 250 lb. drums- 
automatic shut-off and an optional same bloodless certainty of knowledge even prepacked columns for use 
column support mast help make the that the layman often attributes to whenever and wherever you need 
Golden Retriever Pup one of the best them. them. 
values for your lab. Biochemist R. G. H. Siu (1) has Complete information and appli- 

ISCO has other circular and linear pointed out that Taoist "no-knowledge" cations on Bio-Rad's extensive 
collectors, absorbance monitors, may actually provide a very useful line of ion exchange materials are 
pumps, and more instruments for mental set within which to approach available on request. Price List Z, 
column chromatography and other scientific problems; I have enumer- which includes 36 pages of de- 
kinds of biochemical research. For ated some of the remarkable parallels tailed information on every phase 

between the vigorous modem science of of ion exchange technology, in- 
more information, write for our cur- ecology and the ancient Eastern teach- cluding ordering information, is 
rent catalog. ings of Zen Buddhism (2). 

DAVID . BARASH available free from Bio-Rad. 
Departlnents of Psychology and 
Zoology, University of Washington, 

is c o Seattle 98195 32nd and Griffin Avenue, Richmond 
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