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Publication of a trilingual scientific 

journal has become one of the two im- 
mediate objectives of the Coordinating 
Committee of the Associations for the 
Advancement of Science in the Ameri- 
icas, created on 10 July 1974 at a meet- 

ing in Recife, Brazil [Science 185, 485 
(1974)]. Philip H. Abelson has agreed 
to prepare a mock-up of the first issue 
while the Office of International Science 
has been seeking appropriate articles 
and soliciting contributions for use in its 
news section. The Committee was estab- 
lished as a result of the AAAS Mexico 

City Meeting in June-July 1973, and is 

hoping to organize a second hemisphere 
conference in 1977. 

Maintenance of communications 
channels with individual scientists and 
scientific groups abroad is one of the 

primary functions of the international 
office. The office is continuing to use 
annual AAAS meetings as one of sev- 
eral mechanisms for developing formal 
and informal contacts, and for identify- 
ing areas of multinational concern. 

Twelve Asian scientists who were 

especially invited to attend the Febru- 
ary 1974 AAAS Meeting in San Fran- 
cisco are now planning a follow-up 
meeting in Korea later this year, and 

may form an informal Asian coordina- 

ting committee. A number of African 
scientists, several of them representing 
the West African Science Association, 
will be guests at the January 1975 
AAAS Meeting in New York. They 
will participate in an all-day panel on 
"Western Standards and Stereotypes as 
Impediments to Development." Scien- 
tists from developed countries will be 
urged to participate in the AAAS Bi- 
centennial Meeting in Boston in Febru- 
ary 1976. 

The Office has begun to publicize is- 
sues of international interest through 
Science. It is also hoping to develop 
lists of American scientists with inter- 
ests and expertise in particular coun- 
tries and regions. Such lists would be 
useful in putting visiting foreign scien- 
tists in touch with appropriate persons 
in this country, as well as in answering 
requests for specific information from 
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abroad. A special meeting will be held 
in New York following the Western 
Stereotypes panel to discuss these and 
other possible mechanisms for increas- 
ing contacts with foreign scientists. 

A second major function of the Of- 
fice is to assist AAAS sections and com- 
mittees in carrying out special projects. 
The Committee on Arid Lands has re- 
quested that the Office sponsor a work- 
shop under the auspices of UNESCO's 
Man and Biosphere project that would 
utilize the expertise of both the com- 
mittee members and the office staff. A 
Committee on UNESCO and Science 
has been suggested to support AAAS's 
representative on the U.S. Commission 
for UNESCO, Dr. Arthur Solomon. 

A decision by AAAS's Section H 
(Anthropology) to present a major 
statement on the cultural impact of pop- 
ulation policies at the UN World Pop- 
ulation Conference in Bucharest in 
August led to the preparation by the 
Office of International Science of Cul- 
ture and Population Change, a report 
funded by the Agency for International 

Development (AID). Copies are avail- 
able at nominal cost. A monograph en- 
larging on the same topic is in prepara- 
tion. Since the UN has recognized 
AAAS as an official nongovernmental 
organization, Irene Tinker, director of 
the Office of International Science, at- 
tended the Bucharest conference as the 
Association's representative. The con- 
ference passed an amendment to the 
World Plan of Action stressing the need 
for research on the relationship between 
changing roles of women and popula- 
tion reduction. The Office regards such 
research as one potential focus of future 
interests for which funding may be 
available. 

Two other subprojects dealing with 
culture and population change are being 
administered for AID by the Office. 
These are being carried out by the 
Smithsonian Institution's Center for the 
Study of Man and the New York Re- 
search Institute for the Study of Man. 
The former of these included the or- 
ganization of two seminars of world 
anthropologists, one of which was held 
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in Bucharest in conjunction with the 
UN Population Conference. Edited ver- 
sions of the seminar papers will be 
available soon through the Office. 

A number of panels on population 
sponsored jointly with several AAAS 
sections and affiliates will be featured at 
the Annual Meeting in New York. Par- 
ticular interest will focus on family life 
and on the changing roles of family 
members. 

A Note Concerning 
This Feature 

Many AAAS members have been 
involved in and are informed about the 
activities of the five AAAS program 
offices: Science Education, Communi- 
cations, Science and Society Programs, 
Opportunities in Science, and Inter- 
national Science. Nevertheless, the 
linkages between these offices and the 
membership have remained tenuous. 
AAAS News, which will appear in this 
space at least once each month, will at- 
tempt to improve communications. 
Normally it will feature summaries of 
the activities of one or two program 
offices as well as short notices from the 
remaining ones. 

Members are invited to offer their 
comments both through the Letters 
section of Science and by means of 
direct correspondence with particular 
program offices. 

Notes from Other Offices 

Education: The fifth edition of Sci- 
ence for Society: A Bibliography, pub- 
lished in October, is available for $2. 

The fifth NSF Chautauqua-type short 
course series is now in progress. 

Communications: A regional seminar 
on Alternate Energy Sources will be 
held in Portland, Maine, on 22 and 23 
November. Seminars in Las Vegas, Ne- 
vada, and San Diego, California, are 
scheduled for December. 

* * * 

Science Books, a quarterly AAAS 
publication, plans to incorporate a regu- 
lar science film review section starting 
with the May 1975 issue. Qualified film 
reviewers are asked to identify them- 
selves. Additional book reviewers are 
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