
regenerate for 100 years in fact comes 
from the NAS report: "An estimate 
based on a model suggests that, under 
present conditions of use and natural 
regrowth, it may take well over 100 
years for the mangrove area to be re- 
forested" (3, p. S2436). 

Finally, on a subject not discussed by 
Thimann, the AAAS commission found 
that the crop destruction program, al- 
though largely confined to the High- 
lands, ". . . may have had a profound 
impact on a large fraction of the total 
Montagnard population of South Viet- 
nam . . ." (1, p. 6807). While the NAS 
committee made no quantitative esti- 
mate, this concern is certainly sup- 
ported by the NAS committee's 
Highland interviews and by its aerial 
photographic studies of crop damage 
and population displacement from both 

crop destruction missions and missions 

designated as defoliation. 
The two groups, independently study- 

ing difficult problems under conditions 
far from conducive to scientific inquiry 
and in spite of some important unre- 
solved questions, nonetheless arrived 
at remarkably similar conclusions. 
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May I comment on the interesting 
debate about the "use of language" by 
chimpanzees between Mistler-Lachman 
and Lachman and Rumbaugh, Gill, and 
von Glasersfeld (Technical Comments, 
6 Sept., p. 871). 
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While the arguments are splendid on 
both sides, is it not a pity that the 

language skills of Homo sapiens are 
nowadays so degraded? For example, 
"utilize" and "utilization" = use, while 
"We are fully cognizant of the fact" = 
we know. 

My ancestors on the edges of Man's 
domain in the 18th and 19th centuries 
of your era would have grimaced to 
hear such verbiage from the lips of 

your early explorers. Please, Homo 
sapiens scientificus, keep your ancient 
skills. 

HILTON STOWELL for 
PAN TROGLODYTES (PT-1) 

Research Division, Central Georgia 
Regional Hospital, Milledgeville 31062 

A Scientist's Campaign 

Much has been said about the need 
for scientists to become directly in- 
volved in government. I tried. I recently 
made an unsuccessful attempt to get 
elected to the U.S. Congress. 

My campaign for the Democratic 

Party nomination to the U.S. House of 

Representatives was against a well- 
intrenched incumbent in the diverse but 

largely conservative Sixth District of 

Maryland. My opponent supported 
the supersonic transport, the seniority 
system in Congress, maximally lenient 

strip-mining legislation, and the bomb- 

ing of Cambodia. He opposed reve- 
nue sharing, increases in the minimum 

wage, funding for research on thermo- 
nuclear fusion, consumer protection 
legislation, and United Nations sanc- 
tions against the import of Rhodesian 
chrome. His voting record on environ- 
mental issues was rated 5 percent by 
the League of Conservation Voters. He 
has called for severe curtailment of 

government spending as a major means 
of bringing inflation under control. His 
votes have not been generous to science. 

I received about 26 percent of the 
total vote, ranging from 18 percent in 
some precincts to 65 percent in others. 

My campaign cost about $5600, of 
which $2100 was from donations. The 

remaining $3500 was "loaned" by me to 
the campaign. My opponent received 
and spent over three times as much. 

I spent $1950 to mail campaign liter- 
ature and solicitations for funds to 20,- 
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While other interpretations are pos- 
sible, the results of this experiment sug- 
gest to me that scientists in general are 
not yet sufficiently concerned about the 
influence of government upon their af- 
fairs to support reasonably qualified 
candidates who are clearly concerned 
about their interests. 

BRUCE L. WELCH 

308 Hilton Avenue, 
Baltitmore, Maryland 21228 

Iron in Enriched Bread 

Weinberg's article "Iron and suscept- 
ibility to infectious disease" (31 May, 
p. 952) emphasizes a critical, but over- 
looked, aspect of iron metabolism. 

Weinberg points out that, since high iron 
levels in mammalian hosts favor bac- 
terial invaders, infections such as tuberc- 
ulosis may become activated, and other 
infections may result. He states that 
"if hosts are hyperferremic (because 
of ... excess iron introduced by way of 
diet or infection). . . they are exceed- 

ingly susceptible to even a small number 
of invading bacterial or fungal 
pathogens." He also points out that 
low serum iron levels may be a defense 

against tumor cells. 
In the light of these concepts, the 

attempt of the Food and Drug Admin- 
istration to have bakers increase the 
iron content of enriched bread is irre- 

sponsible. Any further tampering with 
our food must be stopped. 

SOLOMON GARB 

American Medical Center at Denver, 
Spivak, Colorado 80214 

Fortunately, much of the iron added 
to flour is not assimilated (1, p. 48). 
However, research is needed to deter- 
mine if nonassimilated iron alters in- 
testinal microflora. Such alteration 

might be dangerous, especially in in- 

fants, and thus the proposal to fortify 
milk with iron must be considered very 
cautiously. Of some comfort are ob- 
servations that "administration of iron 
to lactating cows, sows, and women is 

largely ineffective in raising the iron 
content of the milk to levels above 
normal" (1, p. 26). 

EUGENE D. WEINBERG 

Department of Microbiology and 

Program in Medical Sciences, Indiana 
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