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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE Mr. Ford and Science Policy 

Science serves its readers as a forum for the 
presentation and discussion of important issues 
related to the advancement of science, including 
the presentation of minority or conflicting pots With the sudden change in the Presidency, the spotlight has fallen 
of view, rather than by publishing only material on Mr. Ford. Can a politician whose base was a 'conservative Middle 
on which a consensus has been reached. Accord- West constituency be responsive to a broader cross section? Can a 
ingly, all articics published in Science-including 
editorials, news and comment, and book reviews- friendly man whose rise to power came through political skills make 
are signed and reflect the individual views of the the tough decisions required of a good administrator? One of the queries 
authors and not official points of view adopted by 
the AAAS or the institutions with which the authors of special interest to the readers of Science is, "Will Mr. Ford find 
arc affiliated. better ways of utilizing this nation's great scientific and technical Editorial Board potential in niecting national problems?" Only the passage of time 

'974 
ALFRED BROWN FRANK W. PUTNAM will bring the answers to these questions, but indications are that Mr. 
JAMES F. CRow NiAXINE F. SINoeR Ford brings a different attitude toward science and technology than that 
SEYMOUR 5. KETY GORDON WOLMAN of his two imniediate predecessors. 
FRANK PRESS 

1975 Last January, Mr. Ford accepted an invitation to lunch with a group 

HERBERT 5. GurowsKY DONALD LINDsTEY of presidents of scientific societies. Wonder of wonders in Washington, 
N. BRUCE HANNAY RUTH PATRICK he appeared-and essentially' on time. During the hour and a half of 
DONALO KENNEDY RAYMOND H. THOMPSON 
DANIEL F.. KOSHLANO, JR. the occasion, Mr. Ford was attentive and responsive. He went as far as 

Editorial Staff he could under the circumstances to indicate that the nation s science 
Editor: PHILIP H. ABELSON advisory apparatus should be improved. During the past 2 years, Mr. 
Business Manager: HANS NUSSBAUM Ford has met with a number of other individuals and groups to consider 
Managing Editor: ROBERT V. ORMES science policy. These talks were off the record, and participants did not 
Assistant Editors: ELLEN F.. MURPHY, JOHN F.. feel fully free to reveal to me details of the conversations. However, 

RINGLE enough has been forthcoming to provide a basis for hope that the science 
Assistant to the Editors: PATRICIA Rowe advisory process will be improved. 
News and Cotninent: JOHN WALSH, LUTHER J. 

CARTER, DEBORAH SHAPLEY, ROBERT GILLElTE, NICHO- In January 1972, Mr. Ford (then a congressman) responded to a 
LAS WADE, CONSTANCE HOLDEN, BARBARA J. CULLITON, letter from one of his constituents, Professor Vernon Ehlers of Calvin 
SCHERRAINE MACK 

Research News: ALLEN L. HAMMONO, WILLIAM College. Ehlers had suggested that Mr. Ford meet with a local com- 
D. METZ, THOMAS H. MAUOH n, J5AN L. MARX mittee of scientists to discuss national issues involving science and 
ARTHUR L. ROBINSON, GINA BARI KOLATA technology. Mr. Ford subsequently met with the group on about six 

Book Reviews: KATHERINE LIvINOST(iN. LYNN occasions. Ehlers reports that Mr. Ford was a good listener, open to 
MANFIELD, ANN O'BRIEN suggestions, and quick to grasp significant arguments. When he dis- 

coi'ei Editor: GRAYCE FINGRR agreed with the proffered advice, he gave his reasons. Mr. Ford con- 
Editorial Assistants: MAROARET ALLEN, ISABELLA tinued to meet with the group until becoming Vice President. 

BosiLuIN, ELEANORE BUTZ, MARY DORPMAN, SYLVIA 
EBERHART, JUDITH GIvELBER, CoRRINE HARRIs, NANCY In the period since October 1973, Mr. Ford's contacts with science 
HARTNAGEL, OLIVER HEATWOLE, CHRISTINE KARLIK, and technology have been broader in scope. On two occasions he met 
MARGARET LLOYD, ERIC PoooeNi'onL, JEAN RocKwooo, 
LEAH RYAN, Loss SCstMn-r. RICHARD SeMucLoss, with Janies Killian, a former presidential adviser. At one of these meet- 
YA Li SWIGART, ELEANOR WARNER ings, Philip Handler, president of the National Academy of Sciences, 

Guide to Scientific Instruments: RICHARD SOMMER 
was a participant. The purpose of the meeting was to dis'cuss the 

Membership Recruitment: OWENDOLYN HUDDLE; Academy's report on Science and Technology in Presidential Policy- 
Subscription 1?ecords and Member Records: ANN making, which recommended a Council for Science and Technology. A 
RAGLAND 

Advertisine Staff copy of the document was sent ahead of the meeting, and in the dis- 
Director Production Manager cussion it was clear that Mr. Ford had read and understood the contents. 
EARL J. SCHERAGO MARGARET STERLING On another occasion, Mr. Ford met with Edward David, a former 

Advertising Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES presidential science adviser. Details are not available, but again a major 
Sales: New YORK, N.Y. 10036: Herbert L. Burkiund, topic was a better advisory apparatus for science and technology. Some 
It W. 42 St. (212-PE-6-i858); SCOTCH PLAINS, N.J. hint of the content of the talk may be obtained from David's recent 
07076: C. Richard Callis, 12 Unami Lane (20i-889- 
4873), CHICAGO, ILL. 606ii: Jack Ryan, Room congressional testimony, in which he suggested creation of an Office of 
2107, 919 N. Michigan Ave. (3i2-DE-7-4973); BEv- Research and Engineering Management. 
ERLY HILLS, CALIF. 90211: Wino Nance. itt N. La On still another occasion, Mr. Ford met with congressmen Rhodes, 
Cienega Blvd. (213-657-2772); DORsET, VT. 0525i: 
Fred w. Dieffenbach, Kent Hill Rd. (802867-5581) Mosher. and McCorniack alid Mr. Sawhill, head of the Federal Energy 
EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massa- Administration, in a meeting arranged by Mosher (R-Ohio) to discuss 
chuselts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Phones: 
(Area code 202) Central Office: 467-4350; Book Re- a proposal advanced by McCormack (D-Wash.), who is the leading 
views: 467-4367; Business Office: 467-4411; Circula- scientist in Congress. Again, McCormack's ideas differ from those ad- 
lion: 467-4417; Guide to Scientific Instruments: 467- 
4480; News and Comment: 467-4430; Reprints and vanced by Killian and David. My information is that McCormack 
Permissions: 467-4483; Research News: 467-4321; advocates a cabinet post for science, technology, energy, and materials. 
Reviewing: 467-4440. Cable: Advancesci. washington. 
Copies of "Instructions for Contributors" can he What will come of these various conversations is not clear, but at least 
obtained from the editorial office. See also page XV. it appears that Mr. Ford has been listening.-PHILIP H. ABELSON 
Science, 28 June 1974. ADVERTISING CORRE- 
SPONDENCE: Room 1740, ii W. 42 St., New York, 
N.Y. 10036. Phone: 212-PE-6-1858. 
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