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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR The Deteriorating Energy Position 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE The energy position of the United States continues to deteriorate, and 

Science serves its readera as a forum for the Congress and the Administration provide few indications that they are 
presentation and discussion of important issues 
related to the advancement of science, including going to do anything substantive about it quickly. Efforts at conservation 
the presentation of minority or conflicting points have diminished. Hydrocarbons are being consumed at the same rate as 
of view, rather th by publishing only material 
on which a consensus has been reached. Accord- they were a year ago. But because of declining domestic reserves and 
ingly, all articles published in Science-including 
editorials, news and comment, and book reviews- production, we are more dependent on foreign sources than ever and 
are signed and reflect the individual views of the are obliged to pay enormous sums for the imports. We are bringing in 
authors and not official points of view adopted by 4 
she AAAS or the institutions with which the authors 0 percent of our needs, and the current volume of imports is 16 per- 
are affiliated. cent above that of a year ago. At the moment world supplies of petroleum 

Editorial Board are more than adequate and some prices have softened. We have in- 
1974 creased our inventories by the equivalent of 3 days' consumption. 

ALFRED BROWN FRANK W. PUTNAM 
JAMES F. CRow MAXINE F. SINnER However, more than before we are vulnerable to the actions of others 
SEYMOUR S. KETY GORDON WOLMAN in the form of new embargoes, price squeezes, or economic chaos 
FRANK PRESS . elsewhere. 

1975 
HERBERT S. GUTOWSKY DONALD LINOSLEY Congress is nearing final passage of legislation that will create an 
N. BRUCE HANNAY RUTH PATRICK Energy Research and Development Agency (ERDA), and also a Nu- 
DONALD KENNEDY RAYMONO H. THOMPSON clear Safety and Licensing Commission. Creation of the Nuclear Safety 
DANIEL E. KOSHLAND, ill. 

and Licensing Commission represents a desirable separation of those 
Editorial Staff functions from others of the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC). How- 

Editor: PHILIP 11. ABELSON ever, ERDA is largely to be a mixture made up of most of the AEC, 
Buslness Manager: HANS NUSSEAUM the Office of Coal Research, a small piece of the National Science 
Managing Editor: ROBERT V. ORMES Foundation, and major functions of the Bureau of Mines thrown in. 
Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. MURPHY, JOHN E. As for the funding of ERDA, the largest budget component is for nu- 

RINOLE 

Assistant to the Editors: PATRICIA ROWE clear weapons production and development. The next largest component 
News and Com,neni: JOHN WALSH, LUTHER J. is for the civilian nuclear program-including the breeder reactor. Coal 

CARTER, DEBORAH SHAPLEY, ROBERT GILLETTE, NICHo research and development are slated for only about 10 percent of the 
LAS WADE, CONSTANCE HOLDEN, BARBARA 5. CULLITON, budget, conservation efforts 3 percent, while the total of geothermal and 
SCHERRAINE MACK 

Research News: ALLEN L. HAMMOND, WILLIAM solar energy funding will come to only 1 percent. In 'the light of our 
D. METz, THOMAS H. MAUGH Ii, JEAN L. MARX, recognized need to move toward energy independence, two clichds are 
ARTHUR L. RoaINsoN, GINA BARs KOLATA 

applicable: (i) the mountain labored and brought forth a mouse; and 
Book Reviews: KATHERINE LIVINoSToN, ANN O'BRIEN (ii) the more things change, the more they remain the same. 
Cover Editor: GRAYCE FINOER In the Senate version of legislation creating ERDA, the intent of Con- 
Editorial Assistants: MAROARET ALLEN, ISABELLA gress is stated to be that "no energy technology be given an unwarranted 

BOULDIN, ELEANORE BUTZ, MARY DORFMAN, SYLVIA 
EBERHART, JUDITH GIVELBER, CORRINE HARRIS, NANCY priority." In practice, priorities are established by budgets. In effect, 
HARTNAOEL, OLIVER HEATWOLE, CHRISTINE KARLIK, Congress is saying that nuclear energy has an overwhelmingly high pri- 
MAROARET LLOYD, ERIC POOOENPOHL, JEAN RocKWooa, 
LEAH RYAN, Lots SCHMITT, RICHARD SEMIKLOSE, ority. By budgeting comparatively little money for conservation, Con- 
YA LI SWIoART, ELEANOR WARNER gress gives the impression that such efforts are not important. By pro- 

Guide to Scientific Instruments: RICHARD SOMMER viding comparatively small sums for liquefaction of coal, Congress is 
Membership Recruitment: GWENDOLYN HUDDLE; saying that increased production of hydrocarbons is not urgent. Failure 

Subscription Records and Member Records: ANN of the Congress to put more emphasis on development of processes for 
RAGLAND 

Advertising  obtaining hydrocarbons from coal is puzzling. A nation that could 
Director Production Manager spend tens of billions of dollars on going to 'the moon is unable to spend 
EARL J. SCHERAGO MAROARET STERLINO a few billion dollars on demonstration plants for meeting urgent needs. 

Advertising Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES During the past year, prospects for finding additional quantities of domestic oil have receded. Wildcat drilling has been largely unsuccessful. 
Sales: NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036: Herbert L. Burkiund 
11 W. 42 St. (212-PE-6-1858); SCOTCH PLAINS, N.J. As noted in the 12 July issue of Sciente, major companies have recently 
07076: C. Richard Callis, 12 Unami Lane (201-889- issued low estimates of producible undiscovered petroleum in the con- 
4873), CHICAGO, ILL. 60611: Jack Ryan, Room 
2107, 919 N. Michigan Ave. (312-DE-7-4973); BEY- terminous 48 states. These figures are in disagreement with those of the 
ERLY HILLs, CALIF. 90211: Win N Ce. ill N. La u 
Cienega Blvd. (213-657-2772); DORSET, VT. 05251: .S. Geological Survey, which has estimated that large amounts remain 
Fred W. Dieffenbach, Kent Hill Rd. (802-867-5581) undiscovered. However, the companies retort, "If you know where oil 
EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massa- is, show us. We will be pleased to drill." Ultimately, additional Alaskan 
chusetta Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Phones: oil will flow, and perhaps some more will come from the outer con- 
(Area code 202) Central Office: 467-4350; Book Re- 
views: 467-4367; Business Office: 467-4411; Circula- 'tinental shelves. However, there is no chance that we will come close to 
Sian: 467-4417; Guide to Scientific Instruments: 467- meeting domestic hydrocarbon needs from crude oil production. As the 
4480; News and Comment: 467-4430; Reprints and 
Permissions: 467-4483; Research News: 467-4321; new sources come in, older sources will be closer to exhaustion. 
Reviewing: 467-4440. Cable: Advancesci. Washington. 
Copies of "Instructions for Contributors" can be Thus, despite a sharp lesson in the folly of excessive dependence on 
obtained from the editorial office. See also page xv. foreign sources of oil, we are now drifting into still deeper dependence 
Science, 28 June 1974. ADVERTISING CORRE- 
SPONDENCE: Room 1740, 11 W. 42 St., New York, with no real relief in sight. Apparently, we will have to endure a more 
N.Y. 10036. Phone: 212-PE-6-1858. jarring experience with crippling shortages before vigorous action can be 

taken-PHILIP H. ABELSON 
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