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related to the advancement of science, including During the last few years elements of the public and particularly 
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of view, rather than by publishing only material of university students have turned increasingly to mysticism and to what 
on which a consensus has been reached. Accord. I would call pseudoscience. The top sellers at campus bookstores have 
ingly, all articles published in Scieoce-inctudin' 
editorials, news and comment, and hook reviews included such books as Chariots of the Gods?, Gods from Outer Space, 
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Editor Another tendency of the pseudoscience books is to evangelize in 

PHILIP H. ABELsON behalf of fantasies and in the process to denigrate science. For example, 
Publisher Business Manager in the best-selling The Secret Life of Plants, the authors state "what 
WILLIAM BEVAN HANS NUSSiIAUM makes plants live, or why, does not appear to be the purview of 

Managing Editor: ROBERT v. ORMES science." They describe botany as being "reduced to a dull taxonomy." 
Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. MURPHY, JOHN E. This is, of course, untrue. One of the great scientific frontiers today 

RINOLE is research in plant biology. 
Assistants to the Editors: NANCY TEIMOURIAN, The scientists of the so-called establishment are berated because 
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Subscription Records and Member Records: ANN that uncritical and undiscriminating minds may accept imaginativd 
RADLAND speculation as fact. An optimist might take the view that the current 

Advertising Staff craze for this new form of science fiction will go away, just as streaking 
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