But a slip of an anonymous New
York Times typesetter symbolizes even
better the discrepancy between promise
and performance during the present
Administration. In the Times edition of
29 January 1973, a tiny box on page 1
announced a sweeping new federal sci-
ence support program, details of which
were to be found on an inside page.
This just happened to be the obituary
page. I wondered then whether this en-
tertaining slip was Freudian or sibyllic.

In view of subsequent government
steps, characterized recently by the
Federated Societies of Experimental
Biology as “preparing the funeral
march of the National Institutes of
Health,” I should have been alarmed
rather than amused.
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Occam’s Razor and the
Watergate Tapes

In his report “Watergate tapes:
Critics question main conclusions of
expert panel” (News and Comment, 22
Feb., p. 732), Nicholas Wade adds
his contribution to the tape decoy that
has been distracting our attention to-
ward what constitutes consciously
manipulable and easily distortable
“evidence” ever since Alexander But-
terfield accidentally (?) revealed the
presence of the tapes last July. Wade
apparently supports President Nixon’s
public relations and legal defense
staffs in their allegation that the tech-
nical experts appointed by Judge
Sirica and the White House (!) may
have overlooked the possibility of tech-
nical failure in the Uher 5000 recorder.

But, if we accept this “explanation”
of the 18% -minute silence on that
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tape, then we must formulate separate
explanations for each of two already
missing tapes, for any tapes or tape
segments that turn out to be missing
or rerecorded in the future, for missing
dictaphone recordings, for portions
excised from documents, for missing

Birth Order, Family Size,
and Intelligence

The relation of birth order and fam-

Schwarz/Mann

Science
For Mankind

91 Schwarz/Mann. and B-D are trademarks of Becton. Dickinson and Company
! Kolata, G.B., Science, vol. 182, p. 149 (Oct. 12, 1973)

Circle No. 169 on Readers’ Service Card

Educational Testing Service,
Princeton, New Jersey 08540

References

H. M. Breland, Psychol. Bull. 80, 210 (1973).

, “Birth order, family configuration, and
verbal achicvement,” Research Bulletin 72-47
(Educational Testing Service, Princeton, N.J.
1972).

1.
2,

Catal uct i . . . . . .
og # Prod - Price ily size to intelligence reported in the CId records, and so fqrth .
90-2814 Ultra Pure Adenosine 3':5' - Cycli $32./1 gm N 1 h bel 1 h Wil
- ine 3':5' - Cyclic g . 3 -
Phosphate (CAMP) (> 99% by UV $124./5 gm article by Belmont and Marolla (14 Dec. As scientists who believe ,vf“t !
absorbance and chromatography) $474./25 gm . A llam Of Occam that “entltles must
B T o ::Zj‘zé"wsm 1973, p. 1096) is remarkably similar to b ltiolied with oy
- -Bromo-Adenosine 3':5' - Cyclic mg . .
Phosphate (8-Br-cAMP) s2e/23me my observations in a study of almost “l?t lde multiplie kwnt out gfecestsn ¥ f
. . . S n
$165/250 mg 800,000 National Merit scholarship par- 510“ we nlot s§e ?a _';_]l?re frec ta
90-6797 8-Azido-Ad ine 3':5' - Cycli $14/5 « . ! W
Phosphate (B-No CAMPY :iggé"rﬁg ticipants (1). However, whereas Bel- le;eghanft expl a;nla lon ere fa‘r‘e. 'to’
mg o
$129/100 mg mont and Marolla determined the re- fOt Srn(‘n)ua N 1.rt1 termst o smls.e.i
90-6798 | 8-Methylthio Ad ine 3':5' - Cycli $14/5 B rces. n Os1tS mysterious Spiri
Phosose 6 Ch cAMD) é?géngg lation by means of a nonverbal test boin s whosz :I:ctions a)r,e beyond pour
m . .
$126/100 me (Raven Progressive Matrices), my own N dg tandi Th th YO ts t
- - - : Lo inderstanding. e other points to-
906790 | o " Ry study indicated that the effects were 4 self er%’ human beig s whose
. A . . . . ward self-serving hu w
onosodium (N Monobutyryl-cAMP) | &S ae/oe0 g probably verbal in origin. Since the rd seil-s & 'g
906800 | 2 O et Mo $22/10me data used by Belmont and Marolla also ~ 2€1OMS would be defined as “cover-up
3':5' - Cyclic Phosphate, Monosodium | $44/25 mg . y to the thll’d power” (a cover-up of a
— (sch:O::n::::g:‘:AMP) :;‘:f‘/?:g'"g contain language scores, I hope that the ¢
5 - Monophosphate, Sodium $24/25 mg relation of this variable to the nonverb- ~ “CVeI™UP of 2 cover-up).
61/100 mg . . JAMES SILVERBERG
> . :;izfis""‘g al scores will also be studied. D . ! of Anth !
90-680! 8-Methylthio Adenosine mg epartmen nthro,
5 - Triphosphate. Sodium gzme Belmont and Marolla note that the U pa 'te fOW‘ oP oﬂc;gly ’ k
. niversity of Wisconsi ilwaukee
$329/250 mg mean score for only children does not y Y st
90-6803 8-B Ad ine 5' - Triph hate,| $12/10 . . .
Sodiam | cresine 3 - riphosphate sze/2s me follow a family size gradient. I have also
1 m, .
$145/250 me observed this phenomenon (2), but I
906804 | Guanosine 3':5' - Cyclic Phosphate gégég':.ﬁg have found no adequate explanation for c ine R ble R
m . . . . .
340/ 8m it. That is, if scores tend to decline with onserving Kenewable Kesources
90-6805 Inosine 3':5' - Cyclic Phosphate, $16/25 mg H H H
s yelic Phosphate. 307200 mee both birth order and family size, why Colin W. Clark (17 A 1973
$144/500 mg doesn’t an only child follow this same olin W. Clark ( ug-: » P
90-6806 | N¢-2' O-Oibutyryl-Adenosine $19/100 mg y . 630) presents an elucidating and useful
35 - Cyclic Phosphate, Sodium $72/500 mg rule and thus have the highest mean :
$705/10 gm score of all? model of how a resource with a regen-
90-6807 | 5-lodocytidine 5 - Triphosphat $32/10 : ti i i
ocytidine & - Triphosphate :7%3?0%3 HUNTER M. BRELAND  CYative capacity may be overexploited.
1 mg 1 -
$349/250 mg Developmental Research Division, He uses the Antarctic blue whale popu

lation as an example.

Regrettably, a quick reader may get
the impression that Clark presents a
strong mathematical argument in favor
of the view that only through socialism
would the world be able to avoid cata-
strophic overexploitation of its natural
resources. The postulate of Clark’s
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