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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE The "Slippery Slope" of Science 

Science serves its readers as a forum for the 
presentation and discussion of important issLieS The term "slippery slope". appears with increasing frequency in 
related to the advancement of science, including writings devoted to the ethical and social assessment of new scientific 
the presentation of minority or conflicting points 
of view, rather than by pubiishin4. only material developments. It suggests that once we break the taboo against tamper- 
on which a consensus has been reached. Accord. 
ingly'. all articles published in Science-including ing with whatever things new scientific breakthroughs will affect'. from 
editorials, news and comment'. and book reviews motherhood to definition of death, there will be no place to stop until 
-arc signed and reflect the individual views of the 
authots ttnd not official points of view adopted by we end up at the bottom of the slope. For instance, advances in genetics'. 
he AAAS or the institutions with syltich the authors biology'. and medicine such as amniocentesis'. in vitro fertilization'. and 
'ic alliliated. 

i(iiiorial Board mass screening are expected by many to lead to eugenics'. Aryan purifi- 
1974 cation policies'. and totalitarian mass production of 007's. 

ALFItEo Buoy N FRsNK W. PUtNAM That we must actively concern ourselves with the social and moral 
JAMES F. Citoxv MsxiNt F'. StNcLtt 
Seyvinuit 5. KLrv GoitmsN WoLNAN consequences of science'. I fully recognize. But to discharge this duty 

RANK i'.utrss with full responsibility requires avoiding the two favorite pitfalls of 
1975 

1-teniotit 5'. GurowsKY DONALO LtNDSLEY facile humanists: basing one's entire assessment on a single value and 
N. Beuco HANNAY RUTH l'.'.stRtcuc assuming empirical facts rather than gathering and analyzing data rele- 
DoN4sLo KENNEOY RAYMONO it. TutoMi'.soN vant to the assessment at hand. 
t)ANttaI. E'. KoSHLANO'. JR. 

Editorial Staif Take amniocentesis. The facile humanist argues that'. if it is used to 
Edieor detect and abort mongoloid fetuses'. it will next be employed to abort 

PHILIP H. ABELSON fetuses inflicted with less severe illnesses (say'. Farby's); next'. to elimi- 
Publisher Bosi,tess Ma,tager nate illnesses whose debilitating symptoms can be controlled but are 
WILLiAM BEYAN HANS NUSSiIAUM nonetheless expensive and inconvenient (for example'. galactosemia); 

Alanaging Edior: RotsERr V. ORMES and after that fetuses who are not ill at all'. but have an attribute the 
Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. MURPHY. JOHN E. parents or state do not desire (for example'. the "wrong". sex or XYY'. 

(t NOLE 
the so-called "criminal genes"). Finally'. it is argued'. once we cease to 

Assistaiit to (lie Editor: NANCY TEIMOURIAN accept these human frailties'. we will doubtless end up practicing eu- 
News and Continent: JOHN ',VALsiI, LUTHER J. thansia on the "unproductive". aged'. the mentally deficient'. and the 

CAit t Lit'. DEtiottsH SHAPLEY, ROBER r GILLETrE, Nicrio- 
LAS WADE, CONSTANCE HOLDEN, BARBARA .1. CuLLIToN. physically handicapped. 
ScsiERRAINE MACK 

Unfortunately'. there is such a danger-one thing may lead to another. 
Research Neuu'.s: ALLEN L. HAMMOND, WILLiAM However'. this moral domino theory dtsregards the historical record'. 

I)'. MEiZ'. TttoM.ss H. MAUGH ii, JEAN L. MARX 
Airtituit L'. RoBiNSoN which clearly indicates that'. while one thing sometimes leads to another, 

Book Rei'ieirs: SYLvIL EnEitHsirr, KAIiiEItINE Liv- it often does not. Otherwise'. our taboos would already have fallen'. be- 
NOSION'. ANN O'.BittEN cause we already have taken the first'. and second'. and third steps. We 

Corer Editor: GRAYCE FINGEII have already performed several thousand amniocenteses and aborted 
Editorial Assistants: MARGAREr ALLEN. ISSIIELLA quite a f w I'.nongoloid fetuses so detected. What's more'. we have per- 

BOULDIN, BLAIR BURNS'. NINKIE BURNS'. ELEANOR'. 
Buiz'. MARY DOREMAN'. JuotcH GivELBER'. CORRtN'. mitted'. at the discretion of the pregnant woman'. quite a few healthy 
HARRIS'. NANCY HARTNAOEL, OLIVER HEATWOLE, fetuses to be aborted. And yet'. morality did not end with a thud. More- 
CHRISrINE KARLIK'. GINA B-SRI KOLATA, MAROARET 
LLOYD, ERIC PoooENt'.OHL'. JEAN RoCKWOOD'. PATRICiA over'. the outcry'. "If you open the door a wedge'. you will open it all 
ROWE'. L'.AH RYAN'. Lots SCHMILT, MICHAEL the way!" is itself a major source of pressure to erode taboos. We need 
SCHWARTZ'. RICHARD SEMiELOSE, YA Li SWiGART, . modify negotiate 
ELEANOR WARNER instead a conscious effort to our taboos-to learn to 

Guide to Scientific instriunents: RtCHARD SOMMRR part of the slope (to pick up the desired fruits), while avoiding the 
Menibership Recruitoient: GWENDOLYN HUDDLE; lower pitfalls'. which are there. 

Subscriroioo Records and Meoiber Records: ANN The record shows that practicing professionals and citizens at large 
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can redraw the line'. and at a rather sensible point. To stay with the 
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Director Pradiwtion Atanager case at hand'. most doctors and laymen favor amniocentesis for detec- 
EAIuL J. SciiEtuAoo MARGARET STEItLINO tion of severe illness and adamantly reject it for sex choice. And this 
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Sales: NEW YORK. N.Y. 10036: Herbert L. Burkiund, ceed'. in spite of professional and public disapproval'. will find them- 
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ERLY HILLs, CALIF. 90211: Winn Nance, lit N. La Most Important'. the facile humanist disregards values other than the 
Cienega Blvd. (2136572772) taboos he is so anxious to preserve'. values that would be violated if we 
EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massa- were immobilized by fear of innovation. Humaneness cannot be guaran- 
choselts Ave., NW, Washington. D.C. 20005. Phones: 
(Area code 202) Central Office: 467-4350; Book Re- teed by ptttting a stop to all scientific work in an anxiety-provoking 
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