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Tradition, Change, and Modernity. S. N.
EISsENSTADT. Wiley-Interscience, New York,
1973. xiv, 368 pp. $14.

This collection of essays by Israel’s
leading sociologist, a renowned author-
ity on problems of modernization, is
an important contribution not so much
because of any specific findings as be-
cause it marks the end of an era in
the study of the topic. The prevailing
orthodoxy in the study of moderniza-
tion in the postwar period as it was ex-
pounded, among many others, by such
otherwise diverse thinkers as Clark
Kerr, Walt Rostow, Daniel Lerner, and
Talcott Parsons, conceived of moderni-
zation, or industrialization, as a rela-
tively uniform, worldwide process.
Whether based on a neo-evolutionary
scheme stressing the ineluctability of
the increasing differentiation of social
forms and institutions on the road to
more perfect modes of adaptation, as
in the work of Parsons, or on more
purely economic considerations as in
Rostow’s or Kerr’s work, the common
assumption among these scholars was
that modernity would undermine tradi-
tion all over the world and that socie-
ties would become increasingly alike not
only in their economies but also in
their social institutions and cultural
orientations. After “taking off” from
the slough of tradition, all societies
would progressively “converge” on a
particular “modern” type which would
best embody the logic of full develop-
ment. Modernity, let it be noted in
passing, was most commonly defined
ethnocentrically as a state of affairs
resembling that of the contemporary
United States.

It is this paradigm or model of
modernization which Eisenstadt, him-
self an earlier adherent to it, now
considers to have broken down. He
shows, for example, that the mere de-
struction of traditional forms does not
necessarily assure the development of
a viable modern society, but may
simply result in anomic breakdown.
Moreover, economic development, far
from necessarily leading to increased

political participation, may lay the

groundwork for the emergence of new
types of despotisms. Militaristic back-
woodsmen may command their cowed
countrymen from seats in the glittering
skyscrapers of modernity.

It has turned out that societies, far
from developing in a stately progression
of orderly stages toward the promised
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land of modernity, exhibit startling in-
congruities and discontinuities in their
actual course. The Indian caste order,
far from being undermined, has proved
amazingly resilient and has managed
to deflect and modify the course of
political development; the Japanese
factory, though using the most modern
Western technology, yet embodies in
its social relations patterns sharply at
variance with those in the West. Sym-
bolic and institutional responses to the
challenges of development have been
most varied. The political and cultural
systems of different societies have led
to quite dissimilar responses to similar
challenges. Symbolic, cultural, and polit-
ical realms have exhibited much greater
autonomy than was expected. Societies,
it now becomes evident, are not usually
organized in one unitary system but
consist of often conflicting and antag-
onistic segments reacting in different
ways to the challenge of the new. Dif-
ferent strata of the population develop
different levels of organization and dis-
tinct patterns of symbolic orientation,
which may clash or exist side by side.

The notion of structural differentia-
tion, it turns out, is incapable of
providing an adequate basis for distin-
guishing types of societies on an evolu-
tionary scale. Levels of differentiation
may indicate the nature of the new
forces which are generated within a
society, “but in such situations of
change there develops not just one pos-
sibility of the restructuring of forces
and activities . . . but rather a great
variety of possibilities” (p. 360). Eisen-
stadt shows in instructive detail how
the neat conceptual schemes of the
postwar years have proved inadequate
to encompass or explain the varieties
of social and political development in
the real world. Premature attempts to
put the course of development into an
evolutionary straitjacket have foun-
dered on the shoals of historical
specificity.

Thomas Huxley once remarked that,
for Herbert Spencer, the definition of
a tragedy was the spectacle of a deduc-
tion killed by a stubborn fact. What
Eisenstadt records here is perhaps not
a tragedy, but it is certainly the col-
lapse of an overambitious effort to
provide a grand theory of moderniza-
tion. His work is of major importance
just because it comes not from a dis-
gruntled outsider but from the very
core of the social science establishment.
What is now needed, and FEisenstadt
provides some valuable leads, is more

modest, middle-range theories of de-
velopment to shore up what remains
valid from among these ruins.

Lewis A. Coser
Department of Sociology,
State University of New York,
Stony Brook
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vi, 68 pp., illus. Paper, Dfl. 12.50. Simu-
lation Monographs.

Social Psychology in the Seventies. Brief
Edition. Lawrence S. Wrightsman. In Col-
laboration with Stuart Oskamp and Anne
Smead Fowler. Brooks/Cole (Wadsworth),
Monterey, Calif., 1973. x, 422 pp., illus.
Paper, $7.95.

Solid State Surface Science. Vol. 3. Mino
Green, Ed. Dekker, New York, 1973. xvi,
222 pp., illus. $24.50.

South Asian Archaeology. Proceedings of
a conference, Cambridge, England, July
1971. Norman Hammond, Ed. Noyes
Press, Park Ridge, N.J, 1973. xii, 308 pp.,
illus. $20.

SPI Handbook of Technology and Engi-
neering of Reinforced Plastics/ Composites.
J. Gilbert Mohr, Samuel S. Oleesky,
Gerald D. Shook, and Leonard S. Meyer.
Van Nostrand Reinhold, New York, ed. 2,
1973. x, 406 pp., illus. $29.95.

Statistical Physics of Materials. L. A.
Girifalco. Wiley-Interscience, New York,
1973. xvi, 346 pp., illus. $21.95.

Stay Where You Were. A Study of Un-
employables in Industry. Harland Padfield
and Roy Williams. Lippincott, Philadel-
phia, 1973. xviii, 282 pp. Cloth, $7.50;
paper, $3.25.

Stereochemistry. G. Natta and M. Fa-
rina. Translated from the Italian edition
(Milano, 1968) by A. Dempster. Harper
and Row, New York, 1973. 254 pp., illus.
Paper, $6.95.

Strategy of Drug Design. A Guide to
Biological Activity. William P. Purcell,
George E. Bass, and John M. Clayton.
Wiley-Interscience, New York, 1973. x,
194 pp., illus. $9.95.

The Structure and Function of Muscle.
Vol. 2, Structure. Part 2. Geoffrey H.
Bourne, Ed. Academic Press, New York,
ed. 2, 1973. xx, 652 pp., illus. $46.
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Symposium of Biological Memory. Aus-
tralian Academy of Science, Canberra,
1973. 78 pp., illus. $A2. Reports of the
Academy, No. 16.

System in Society. Proceedings of a
meeting, Boston, 1969. Milton D. Rubin,
Ed. Society for General Systems Research,
Washington, D.C., 1973. 312 pp., illus.
$10; to institutions and libraries, $20.

Tables of Laplace Transforms. Fritz
Oberhettinger and Larry Badii. Springer-
Verlag, New York, 1973. vi, 428 pp.
Paper, $16.

Tables of Two City-States. The Devel-
opment Progress of Hong Kong and Singa-
pore. Theodore Geiger assisted by Frances
M. Geiger. National Planning Association,
Washington, D.C., 1973. xii, 240 pp., illus.
Paper, $3.50. Studies in Development Pro-
gress, No. 3.

Techniques of Combined Gas Chroma-
tography/Mass Spectrometry. Applications
in Organic Analysis. William McFadden.
Wiley-Interscience, New York, 1973. xvi,
464 pp., illus. $18.95.

Techniques of Electrochemistry. Vol. 2.
Ernest Yeager and Alvin J. Salkind, Eds.
Wiley-Interscience, New York, 1973. xii,
458 pp., illus. $24.95.

Textbook of Theoretical Botany. Vol. 4.
R. C. McLean and W. R. Ivimey-Cook.
Halsted (Wiley), New York, 1973. x +
pp. 3317-3912, illus. $28.50.

Thermodynamics of Rock-Forming Crys-
talline Solutions. S. K. Saxena. Springer-
Verlag, New York, 1973. xii, 188 pp.,
illus. $19.70. Minerals, Rocks and Inor-
ganic Materials, vol. 8,

Total System Development for Informa-
tion Systems. Frank G. Kirk. Wiley-Inter-
science, New York, 1973. xii, 284 pp.,
illus. $14.95.

Tradition, Change, and Modernity. S. N.
Eisenstadt. Wiley-Interscience, New York,
1973. xiv, 368 pp. $14.

The Tyranny of Survival. And Other
Pathologies of Civilized Life. Daniel Calla-
han. Macmillan, New York, 1973. xvi, 284
pp. $6.95.

Wasps. An Account of the Biology and
Natural History of Solitary and Social
Wasps. J. Philip Spradbery. University of
Washington Press, Seattle, 1973. xvi, 408
pp., illus. + plates. $17.50. Biology Series.

Wave Mechanics. The First Fifty Years.
William C. Price, Seymour S. Chissick, and
Tom Ravensdale, Eds. Halsted (Wiley),
New York, 1973. xiv, 436 pp., illus.
$37.50.

What Every Woman Needs to Know
about Abortion. Helen S. Arnstein. Scrib-
ner, New York, 1973. 144 pp. Cloth,
$5.95; paper $2.45.

World Directory of Medical Schools.
Répertoire Mondial des Ecoles de Méde-
cine. World Health Organization, Geneva,
1973 (available from the Q Corporation,
Albany, N.Y.). 148 pp. Paper, $6.

World Directory of Veterinary Schools.
1971. World Health Organization, Geneva,
1973 (available from Q Corporation, Al-
bany, N.Y.). 260 pp. Paper, $10.80.

The World System. Models, Norms, Ap-
plications. Proceedings of a symposium,
Geneseo, N.Y., Sept. 1973. Ervin Laszlo,
Ed. Braziller, New York, 1973. xii, 216
pp., illus. Cloth, $7.95; paper, $2.95. In-
ternational Library of Systems Theory and
Philosophy.
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CENTRIFUGES?

We have the right IEC
model for you!

HN-S Table Top PR-J Refrigerated PR-6000 Refrigerated

Seven of the fifteen different IEC centrifuges we stock are pictured here.

Models range from the “Whisperfuge” — a table-top centrifuge costing
only $195.00 with a rated capacity of 180 ml (12x15) that operates at two
speeds (3000 rpm/1000xg and 2000 rpm/500xg) and is capable of perform-
ing twenty-four tests with three complete washes in seven minutes . . . to
the PR-6000 priced at $3,360.00 which provides blood banking, general-
purpose, and even some ultra-centrifuge capabilities.

Operating at speeds to 6000 rpm (7900xg), the PR-6000 incorporates
many innovations previously not available in a low-cost portable refriger-
ated centrifuge. Its unequaled versatility, ease of operation and vast acces-
sory selection make it ideal for any application requiring a refrigerated
centrifuge. Maximum capacity is 6000 ml (6x1000) at 4200 rpm!

In between there are IEC models for every conceivable purpose, along
with a variety of heads and other accessories.

Why not ask us for literature on the entire line?
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