
contact than previously." After these 
adjustments the Uher 5000 would not 
buzz any more. The panel's action made 
it vulnerable to a scathing accusation 
by Miss Woods' attorney that it had 
destroyed vital evidence. To Rhyne's 
question, "So in effect you obliterated 
the evidence which anyone else would 
need to test your conclusions, did you 
not?" Weiss had to reply, "Yes, in large 
part." 

Why then did the panel of experts 
apparently fail to consider the possibili- 
ties raised by Bell and his colleagues at 
Dektor? The logic of the panel's thought 
processes emerges fairly clearly from 
its voluminous testimony before Judge 
Sirica. The "key and guts" of their 
report, panel chairman Richard H. Bolt 
agreed in answer to a question from 
Ben-Veniste, was the quartet signature 
left by deenergizing the Uher erase 
head. The panel repeatedly states that 
only the control buttons can deenergize 
the erase heads, so the argument pre- 
sumably went, "Erase quartet means de- 
energization means hand operations of 
the buttons." Panel chairman Bolt 
stated explicitly, "We asked the ques- 
tion: What operations on the key board 
would produce that internal function 
such as, for example, turning power 
from the erase head. These are the only 
questions we looked at." All facts were 
explained to fit this framework and 
those that didn't, such as the occur- 
rence of the buzz, tended to be ignored. 
"In our view, the presence or absence 
of buzz and the exact source of buzz 
is essentially irrelevant to the issue that 
we are looking at technically," Bolt told 
Sirica. 

If the panel had decided that the 
buzz was relevant, it might have been 
led to consider the effect of the failing 
rectifier circuit. In fact the panel put 
considerable effort into determining the 
source of the buzz and decided, after 
discovering a correlation between the 
loudness of the buzz and variations in 
the noise on the mains power supply, 
that the latter was the source of the 
buzz. Weiss even went to the White 
House with a tape recorder to record 
the power output of the plug in Miss 
Woods' office. (No noise variations were 
detected, the reason being, the panel 
later decided, that the President and 
his staff were away at the time and 
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at one point in the hearing, "then you 
in effect throw it out of the window. 
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Why?" "We believe that the most solid 
and basic evidence that we have devel- 
oped is the direct magnetic evidence 
on the tape," Bolt answers. 

Why did the panel present the court 
and the public with a summary of its 
conclusions (which, as it happens, was 
consciously written in the form of a 
press release) before it was ready with 
the technical details on which the con- 
clusions were based? It seems that Sirica 
asked for a summary to be delivered 
as soon as possible and the panel was 
sufficiently confident to give it. Despite 
the unwelcome nature of their summary 
to the White House, the panel was so 
surprised to be treated as hostile wit- 
nesses by St. Clair and Rhyne that they 
asked for a special hearing before Sirica 
to complain. "We cannot function prop- 
erly if we are in some minor way set 
off our stride, or disturbed," panelist 
Thomas G. Stockham told the judge. 

Even if the panel had not considered 
the Dektor hypothesis at the time of 
last month's hearings, it will by now 
have checked it out. It is quite likely 
that the hypothesis has been disproved, 
if only because the panel would pre- 
sumably have publicly admitted by now 
if its conclusions were ambiguous or 
even incorrect. Even should the Dektor 
explanation be true, some important 
problems remain for those wishing to 
base a full scenario on it. It is probably 
necessary to assume that Miss Woods 
talked for 181? minutes on the tele- 
phone instead of the 5 she estimates. 
(Argument here would hinge on how 
common it is to make such an under- 
estimate of time.) Barring a malfunc- 
tion in the Uher's controls, for which 
there is no evidence, she must have 
pressed the record button instead of 
the stop, as she has related in court, 
and also have kept her foot on the 
foot pedal throughout the 1,8/2 minutes. 
Next is the question of why she cannot 
remember whom she was talking to. 
(Rhyne says she receives some 90 calls 
a day, too many to keep a log of. He 
adds that he doesn't think there was 
anything on the tape anyway-Nixon 
and Haldeman had four meetings the 
day before, on 19 June, one of them 
on an airplane, where sensitive aspects 
of the break-in 2 days. earlier were 
more likely to have been discussed.) 

President Nixon has been reported 

Why?" "We believe that the most solid 
and basic evidence that we have devel- 
oped is the direct magnetic evidence 
on the tape," Bolt answers. 

Why did the panel present the court 
and the public with a summary of its 
conclusions (which, as it happens, was 
consciously written in the form of a 
press release) before it was ready with 
the technical details on which the con- 
clusions were based? It seems that Sirica 
asked for a summary to be delivered 
as soon as possible and the panel was 
sufficiently confident to give it. Despite 
the unwelcome nature of their summary 
to the White House, the panel was so 
surprised to be treated as hostile wit- 
nesses by St. Clair and Rhyne that they 
asked for a special hearing before Sirica 
to complain. "We cannot function prop- 
erly if we are in some minor way set 
off our stride, or disturbed," panelist 
Thomas G. Stockham told the judge. 

Even if the panel had not considered 
the Dektor hypothesis at the time of 
last month's hearings, it will by now 
have checked it out. It is quite likely 
that the hypothesis has been disproved, 
if only because the panel would pre- 
sumably have publicly admitted by now 
if its conclusions were ambiguous or 
even incorrect. Even should the Dektor 
explanation be true, some important 
problems remain for those wishing to 
base a full scenario on it. It is probably 
necessary to assume that Miss Woods 
talked for 181? minutes on the tele- 
phone instead of the 5 she estimates. 
(Argument here would hinge on how 
common it is to make such an under- 
estimate of time.) Barring a malfunc- 
tion in the Uher's controls, for which 
there is no evidence, she must have 
pressed the record button instead of 
the stop, as she has related in court, 
and also have kept her foot on the 
foot pedal throughout the 1,8/2 minutes. 
Next is the question of why she cannot 
remember whom she was talking to. 
(Rhyne says she receives some 90 calls 
a day, too many to keep a log of. He 
adds that he doesn't think there was 
anything on the tape anyway-Nixon 
and Haldeman had four meetings the 
day before, on 19 June, one of them 
on an airplane, where sensitive aspects 
of the break-in 2 days. earlier were 
more likely to have been discussed.) 

President Nixon has been reported 
as saying that he doesn't know how 
the 18? -minute erasure was made, but 
that he feels sure it was accidental. If 
the Dektor hypothesis should be proved 
correct, there is a chance he may be 
right.-NICHOLAS WADE 
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claims - they're facts. Our long list of custo- University of Oklahoma. . . . Paul R, 
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Whatever your ULTra-Low? temperature need, University, to dean, School of Engineer- 
Revco supplies a wide range of freezers, both 
upright and chest, for scientific and industrial ing, Oakland University. . . . Vaughnie 
application. And with our Inventory Control 3. Lindsay, professor of business educa- 
System we'll adapt any unit to your individual tion, Southern Illinois University, Ed- 
requirements. Freezers from 1.5 to 25 cubic feet wardsville, to dean, Graduate School at 
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-350C. tO 1000C former superintendent, Boston State 

a Hospital, to chairman, psychiatry de- 

partment, Temple University. . . . Peter 
3, Jannetta, former director, neurologi- 

,i Write for free cal surgery division, Surgery Depart- 

fact folder. ment, School of Medicine, University of 
Pittsburgh, to chairman, neurological 

'5 "- ' , surgery department at the school. 
__ I Charles E. Blevins, associate professor 

of anatomy, Northwestern University 
Medical School, to chairman, anatomy 

REIICOD INC. department, School of Medicine, Indi- 
ana University.... James M. Watson, as- 

1177 Memorial Drivee West Columbia, S.C. 29169 sistant professor of sociology, University 

Telephone: 803/796-1700 TWX: 810-666-2103 Cable: Revco of Rochester, to chairman, sociology de- 
Circle No. 264 on Readers' Service Card *partment, State University of New York 

Teachers College, Geneseo. . . . Quentin 
________________________________________________________________________ Peterson, chairman, chemistry depart- 

ment, Monmouth College, to chairman, 
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C E L L D I S R U PT I 0 N B 0 IVI fessor of pathology, School of Medicine, 
Tufts University, to chairman, pathology 
department, Creighton University. 
Ralph L. Llewellyn, executive secretary, 
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Cell and T sue -- emy of Sciences/National Research 
Council, to chairman, physics depart- 
ment, Indiana State University. 

Extractions - 

Richard D. Berlin, associate professor 
an ' of physiology, School of Medicine, Har- 

With samples held u er an inert nitro- ' ' yard University, to chairman, physiol- 
gen blanket, rapid ompression from "' -- a ogy departments, Medical and Dental 
a reliable PARR? b b offers the ideal 'H 'H El- -' - Schools, University of Connecticut,... 
way to release the ontents of cells, ' Richard 3. Popp, assistant professor of 
tissues and micro-organisms without a psychology, State University of New 
heating, without ionization and without York, Buffalo, to chairman, psychology 
high mechanical stress, Either large or ' department, University of Dayton. 
small samples can be treated easily with ' Joseph A. Brink, director of develop- 
the action varied to produce either par- , - 

tial rupture or complete homogeniza- ' ' ment, Monsanto Enviro-Chem Systems 
tion by simply adjusting the nitrogen Inc., to chairman, chemical engineering 
pressure. * department, Washington State Univer- 

Ask for Product Sheet 4635 describing ....... . Tomlinson Fort, Jr., professor 
this convenient extraction method. of chemical engineering, Case Western 

Reserve University, to chairman, chem- 
ical engineering department, Carnegie- 
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_________dean of the school. 
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