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are not aware of any evidence that 
establishes any a priori abnormalities 
of patients with SSPE. The studies of 
Byington and Johnson (6) on weanling 
hamsters may suggest that immune fail- 
ure does play a part in the pathogenesis 
of this disease, but the other animal ex- 
periments indicate that development of 
subacute encephalitis occurs in per- 
fectly normal hosts. It is of interest that 
these normal animals which do develop 
encephalitis fail to generate humoral 
antibodies against the SSPE viruses, 
whereas control animals challenged 
identically with measles virus and free of 
subsequent encephalitis do develop anti- 
bodies against the infective agent. This 
would tend to suggest again that it is 
the agent rather than the host that 
bears a major responsibility for in- 
duction to the disease. 

We do not wish to claim that we 
have an explanation for SSPE, but 
only to point out that it has not yet 
been found. 
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archeologist (for whom the Whit- 
tlesey Culture was named). Later, he 
became a prolific historian, writing, 
among other things, the Early History 
of Cleveland, Ohio (1). His work in 
horticulture was minor and scarcely 
worth mentioning. 

RALPH W. DEXTER 
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Kent State University, 
Kent, Ohio 44242 
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Irrationalism 

Charles Frankel's use of the term "ir- 
rationalism" in his article "The nature 
and sources of irrationalism" (1 June, 
p. 927) to characterize the assertions of 
certain eminently rational persons such 
as R. D. Laing and T. Roszak inveighs 
against a group which develops its views 
well within the bounds of traditional 
rationalism. For instance, Laing, in 
stating that there is no such "condi- 
tion" as "schizophrenia" and that the 
label is "a social fact and the social 
fact a political event," is indicating that 
in his opinion the concept of schizo- 
phrenia as a form of illness is not 
justified by logic and experience and yet 
continues to determine our reactions to 
a certain class of behavior with conse- 
quent effects which are not necessarily 
beneficial to those involved. And cer- 
tainly, Roszak's criticism of Freud on 
the basis of the doubtful possibility of 
being able to specify where the "intra- 
psychic" gives way to the "external 
world" utilizes rationalism in its best 
sense to specify a very basic problem 
in the justification of Freudian psy- 
chology. What Laing, Roszak, and oth- 
ers like them oppose is the narrow 
and uncritical application of certain 
modes of science and reason to the 
human state that fail to be adequate to 
their proclaimed purpose, in spite of 
their effectiveness in the nonhuman 
world. They further argue, still in the 
rational mode, that these inappropriate 
applications distort relationship in a 
way which significantly detracts from 
human experience. 

As a psychiatrist, I share the doubts 
of these men and believe that the de- 
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virtue of their very real experience in 
dealing with human problems, are criti- 
cal of certain ways of applying rational- 
ity to human events and those (perhaps 
correctly called "irrationalists") who re- 
ject all rationality as though it were an 
invention of the devil. Even this latter 
possibility should not be totally rejected 
by one who considers himself fully 
rational. After all, the allegory of the 
Garden of Eden is not simply nonsense. 

ALFRED S. ROBERTS, JR. 

Pennsylvania Hospital, 330 South 
Ninth Street, Philadelphia 19107 

To discover "the nature and sources 
of irrationalism" is a difficult task for 
anyone. Unfortunately, for one who is 
steeped in rationalist tradition, it be- 
comes almost impossible. To be an ir- 
rationalist is not to deny science, but 
to see it as knowledge and to let this 
knowledge grow into wisdom. Science 
would tell us that a work of art is a 
collection of canvas and paint. Wisdom 
would reveal its beauty. 

Frankel states that "Thanks to science, 
the present world makes available . . . 
the story of evolution." If we look back 
in time, I believe that Darwin was con- 
sidered irrational by his contemporaries. 
The use of Copernicus as an ex- 
ample of a scientist (rationalist) is also 
tenuous, as Copernicus considered him- 
self an astrologer first and an astron- 
omer second. 

I think the lesson we can learn from 
Frankel's article is not that reality and 
appearance are separate, but that the 
mind can often see those things which 
the eyes cannot. 

BRUCE WANDS 
Information Services, 
Sandoz Pharmaceuticals, 
East Hanover, New Jersey 07936 

The thoughtful essay by Frankel 
clearly defines many of the significant 
characteristics of rationalism but fails 
to provide a practical answer to those 
who today are searching for answers to 
the problems of everyday life. Rational 
analysis can solve problems once a 
problem reaches a level of awareness, 
but most of life proceeds at an experi- 
ential level for which the term rational 
is meaningless. One must not make the 
mistake of calling "rational" all activi- 
ties which can be subject to rational 
analysis. For example, the act of walk- 
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analysis. For example, the act of walk- 
ing can be analyzed in terms of highly 
sophisticated biomechanical and neuro- 
anatomical concepts, and physicians do 
so for patients with impaired gait; for 
the healthy infant, child, or adult, how- 
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