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Because we make the world's finest MICROMANIPULATOR—a sophis-
ticated biological science instrument of aus JENA designed to carry
out the most sensitive, most complex manipulations under the micro-
scope. With its remarkably precise transmission system, the Micro-
manipulator translates movements of an operator's hands into move-
ments of proportionally microscopic size. Available in a broad spectrum
of reduction ratios, the Micromanipulator provides
movement within 1/1000mm in these motion ranges:
Transverse displacement, 13mm; longitudinal dis-
placement, 86.5mm; vertical displacement, coarse
11mm and fine 1.5mm; and a tilting motion of =7.5".
The MICROMANIPULATOR finds use in microsur-
gery, cell biology, physiology, microchemistry, elec-
tronics and a surprising range of other medical’
research fields.

For free brochure and details on the complete line
of aus JENA biological science instruments write or call:

(!) International Micro-Optics

6 Daniel Road, Fairfield, N.J. 07006 + (201) 227-6767
Exclusive U.S. Distributors EEERISNEN JENOPTIK JENA G.m.b.H.
GDR-69 JENA, Carl-Zeiss Strasse 1 =
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THE aus JENA MICROMANIPULATOR

SHOWN HERE WITH ERGAVAL FIXED
STAGE MICROSCOPE. NEEDLEPOINT

APPARATUS ALSO AVAILABLE.

536

letter raises the general question of
whether to identify commercial sources
in a scientific publication.

The pitfall of inter-, and even intra-
strain, differences is well-known and is
one example of the variation between
products that can influence reproduc-
tion of experimental results. While open
to persuasion, I am presently of the
view that specifying the commercial
source of any product is inappropriate
unless the product is uniquely success-
ful for a particular application. Scien-
tists are creatures of habit, and there is
often no other reason for the use of a
particular brand or source of supply.
Requests for commercial endorsement
that are thinly veiled as appeals for
experimental reproducibility do a dis-
service to the generally amicable work-
ing relationship between scientists and
those who supply them with the tools
of their trade.

Science has thus far escaped the
plight of the medical profession, where
brand names have nearly universally
replaced generic names to the detriment
of both the practitioner and the patient.
Editorial guidance from many journals
about the identification of sources of
supply is often lacking, and scientists
should be cautious in their references
to products by company or brand
name lest they unwittingly offer en-
dorsements which, in other spheres,
would bring due remuneration. The
propriety of such a practice in scien-
tific publications is open to question.

Happily, communication between in-
vestigators is not entirely defunct, and
specific information can readily be ob-
tained by direct inquiry.

D. W. BuLLoCcK
Department of Obstetrics and
Gynecology, Albany Medical College
of Union University,
Albany, New York 12208

Health Records

About this time of year, Cornell Uni-
versity Health Services, like other col-
lege and university health services, be-
gin to receive request forms for medical
and mental health records for present
or past Cornell students who are apply-
ing for places in various graduate
school programs. Such request forms
are always accompanied by a permis-
sion form signed by the applicant au-
thorizing release of such information.
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scanning
electrophoresis
apparatus

FOR
ELECTROFOCUSING

A UV absorbance monitor in the
system intermittently scans the gra-
dient prior to sample application
to determine when ampholytes are
focused and provide a baseline of
ampholyte absorbance. Scanning
during migration shows when the
sample is resolved, and a final scan
provides a continuous profile of the
gradient as fractions are being
collected. The low volume column
conserves expensive ampholytes;
internal streamlining gives superior
resolution and recovery of zones.

FOR
GEL ZONE RECOVERY

The ELECTROSTAC sepa-
rator accessory positions
a polyacrylamide gel
above the sucrose density
gradient. Separated zones
migrate from the lower
surface of the gel down-
ward into the grad-
aBie = ient for storage
BB W prior to scan-
o ning and fraction -
L. ation.The ELECTRO-
'y~ STAC separator offers
& the least dilution and
. denaturation of any
micro-preparative gel

Send for literature and technical bul-
letins describing this and other ISCO
instrumentation.

W

LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 68505
TELEX 48-6453

BOX 5347
PHONE (402) 434-0231
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Not all graduate schools require such
information before acceptance. Sur-
prisingly, the ones that do are mostly
those relating to health professions
(medical schools, nursing schcols)
which should, above all others, know
better. It is obvious that the responses
to such inquiries may be used as one
of the criteria for admission.

It is our view that release of clinical
information as a potential criterion for
admission is an unnecessary and unethi-
cal breach of confidentiality. The fact
that the applicant has signed permission
for the release is, in practical terms,
irrelevant, as he is in no position to
refuse to sign the release.

I urge all graduate schools to dis-
continue this practice and all under-
graduate health services to refuse to
provide such information before the ap-
plicant is accepted.

In the first place, it is certain that in
almost every case there is nothing in
a health history that will effectively
predict performance in graduate school.
In those few cases where a health prob-
lem might affect performance, the mat-
ter should be obvious on the basis of
other observations. Indeed, if a student
can complete his course work as an
undergraduate in a satisfactory manner,
this is the very best criterion of his
potential to perform in graduate school.

Furthermore, we have found that
some students have purposely not
sought needed medical or mental health
care in our university health services
because they have felt that such care
would become part of their records
and might jeopardize their acceptance
by graduate schools. I am sure other
undergraduate schools have the same
experience.

Like other physicians, whether in in-
dividual or in institutional practice, we
maintain a policy of strict confidential-
ity in our delivery of health care to our
patients, students or nonstudents. Any
corruption of this policy is contrary to
the best interests of patients, including
students, and contrary, in the long run,
to the interests of the graduate schools.

Once the student has been accepted
and has given his permission for re-
lease of information, it is then in the
best interests of all concerned that
clinical information be made readily
available to those responsible for his
health care.

ALLYN B. Ley
Cornell University Health Services,
Ithaca, New York 14850

We put
a lot more
into
NALGENE

CARBOYS

Nalgene®carboys are popular
in laboratories everywhere.
Here's why:
® Only virgin, premium-grade plastics
resins are used.
® Tubulations, threaded bosses and
grips are integrally-molded with the
rest of the carboy. Won't leak like the
welded type.
e Our quick-action spigot is the most
reliable and easiest to use—designed
and made by Nalge.
® Tough polypropylene screw clo-
sures are leak-proof.
® Made of the right resins to stand up
to chemicals and rough use.

® You have the widest choice of rec-
~ tangular or round shapes plain,

Order Nalgene carboys and large
bottles from your laboratory supply
dealer’s catalog, or write for your 1973
Nalgene Catalog—it describes them
all . . . Nalgene Labware Division,
Dept. 42118B,, P.O. Box 367, Rochester,
New York 14602.
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Nalgene® Labware . ..
the safe unbreakables—preferred by professionals.
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