instances the predicted findings do not
appear and the failure is dismissed a
bit too readily. Very often what is in-
tended as a crucial test of the theory
is not such because of ambiguities in
the design of experiments.

One critical study where a predicted
relationship did not occur leads the
author to search for an explanation. He
suggests that the failure to find greater
disruption from maternal-censure cues
might be due to the existence of two
different reactions to HC-LN mothers,
one an active coping style and the
other an avoidance strategy. A further
series of studies is done, with the per-
ceived-parental-relations groups sub-
divided into what the author terms
open and closed adaptation styles, which
appear to him to be analogous to the
modes of coping shown by “process”
and “reactive” schizophrenics. This
further breakdown into subgroups does
prove valuable, as a number of inter-
esting group differences are found on
behavioral measures analogously related
to psychopathological response styles.
The book closes essentially with the re-
vised hypothesis, that while aversive
maternal control (HC-LN) is a neces-
sary condition for schizophrenic devel-
opment, there are two possible adapta-
tions to this pattern, one closed and
the other open, and that these will cor-

relate with a social learning history as-.

sociated with either a reactive-paranoid
psychosis or a process-nonparanoid one.

There is much ingenuity, hard work,
and ambition in this book, but it is still
a developmentally oriented study car-
ried out cross-sectionally. There are
some interesting correlations between
perceived maternal control and concur-
rent laboratory performance, but the
connection is highly inferential and at
times forced. It is particularly inter-
esting that at a time when many re-
searchers in psychopathology view fami-
lial forces from a social system perspec-
tive, Heilbrun offers a more simplified
hypothesis of a disturbed, unilateral
mother-child relationship. It is also in-
teresting that while so much current
research is on high-risk samples of pre-
schizophrenics, because of the great dif-
ficulty of separating antecedent from
consequent events, Heilbrun feels com-
fortable drawing etiological conclusions
concerning schizophrenia from correla-
tional data obtained on largely non-
disturbed college students.

This does not mean that the desire
of the author to integrate and synthesize
a wide body of disparate research data

28 SEPTEMBER 1973

is not admirable; it is. But the attempt
seems at times over-inclusive and forced,
as if the really interesting pieces of
information contained in the book are
not a sufficient contribution to this
field. The author writes as if he needs
to forge a comprehensive theory of
schizophrenia, but his data do not war-
rant the definitive theoretical conclu-
sions he presents. He has not shown
that aversive maternal control is a
necessary condition for schizophrenic
development. Such a theory would re-
quire far more than any one investigator

might do in a lifetime. He has demon-

strated that retrospective reports of
parent-child relations appear to be a
useful anchor in personality research.
Through much ingenious experimental
work and synthesis of prior literature,
he can suggest the potential relevance
of his findings for schizophrenic devel-
opment. These suggestions may very
well serve as a source of interesting
hypotheses and methods for future
students of schizophrenia. But as proof
of a social learning theory of the etiol-
ogy of schizophrenia, they are ex-
tremely limited and tangential.

MicHAEL J. GOLDSTEIN
Department of Psychology, University
of California, Los Angeles
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