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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR A Notable Anniversary 
TIlE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE 

'One hundred years ago this week-on 22 August 1873, to be exact- 
Science serves its readers as a forum for the 

presentation and discussion of important issues the American Association for the Advancement of Science took an his- 
related to the advancement of science, including toric action that led to the establishment of forestry policy as a function 
the presentation of minority or conflicting points 
of view, rather than by publishing only material of the federal government. 
on which a consensus has been reached. Accord- 
ingly, all articles published In Science-including At the 22nd AAAS annual meeting, held that year in Portland, Maine, 
editorials, news and comment, and book reviews Franklin Benjamin Hough of Lowville, New York, delivered an address 
-are signed and reflect the individuai views of the 
authors and not official points of view adopted by titled "On the duty of governments in the preservation of forests."? A 
the AAAS or the institutions with which the authors doctor of medicine, Hough was also an historian, a naturalist, and a 
are affiliated. 

Editorial Board statistician. While director of the United States census of 1870, he was 
1973 impressed and concerned by widespread forest devastation caused by 

H. S. GsrrowsscY GARDNER LINDzEY logging and fires throughout the East, the Great Lake states, and then 
ARTHUR D. HASLER RAYMOND H. Tssoaes'soN 
RUDoU' KossPNER EDWARD 0. WILSON starting in the South. 
DANIEL E. KOsiILAND, JR. After the 'Civil War, a few observant citizens, alarmed at the rapid 

1974 destruction of the virgin timber and fearing an eventual wood shortage, 
ALrRED BROWN FRANK w. PUTNAM warned state legislatures and Congress of the need for forest protection, 
JAMES F. CRow MAXINE SINOER 
SEYMOUR S. KETY GORDON WOLMAN but without effect. Most government officials ignored the threat of timber 
FRANK PRESS scarcity and discounted the possible depletion of this valuable natural 

EdItorial Staff resource, which, indeed, many people believed to be inexhaustible. Thus, 
Editor when Hough submitted the problem of forest preservation to the AAAS 

PHILIP H. ADEL5ON 

Publisher Business Manager meeting, he was appealing to the scientists as the only organized citizens' 
WILLIAM BRyAN HANS NUSSEAUM group having sufficient influence to inspire public attention. Hough de- 

Managing Editor: RoaiutT V. Oaaeas cided that the scientific community would have to initiate action for 
Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. MURPHY, JOHN B. forest conservation, if it was to 'be done at all. In his paper, he em- 

RINOLE phasized the relationship of woodland to soil stabilization, to maintenance 
Assistant to the Editor: NANCY TEIMOURIAN of streamfiow, and, of course, to wood production for domestic and 
News and Comment: JOHN WALSH, LUTHER 5. industrial use. He urged the AAAS to alert federal and state govern- 

CARTER, DEBORAH SHAPLEY, ROBERT GILLETTE, NICHO- 
LAS WADE, CONSTANCE HOLDEN, BARBARA 5. CULLITON ments to the need for forest protection. 
SCHERRAINE MACK At his suggestion, the AAAS appointed a committee "to memorialize 

Research News: ALLEN L. HAMMOND, WILLIAM Congress and the several State Legislatures upon the importance of pro- 
D. METE, ThOMAS H. MAUGH II. JEAN L. MARX moting the cultivation of timber and the preservation of forests, and to 

Book Reviews: SmYIA EEERHART, KATHERINE Liv- recommend proper legislation for securing these objects."t Nine scien- 
INOSTON, ANN SELTE-PETRASH 

Cover Editor: GRAYCE FINGER tists served on this committee; Hough was chairman. The others were 
Editorial Assistants: MARGARET ALLEN, ISAJIELLA William Henry Brewer of Yale; George B. Emerson of Boston, educator 

BOULDIN, BLAIR BURNS, ELEANORE BUTz, MARY DORF- 'and author of a book 'on trees; Asa Gray, the nation's leading 'botanist; 
MAN, JUDITH GIVELSER, CORRINE HARRIS, NANCY Eugene W. Hilgard, soil scientist, of the University of Michigan; Lewis 
HARTNAGEL, OLIvER HEATWOLE, CHRISTINE KARLIK 
GINA BARI KOLATA, MARGARET LLOYD, JEAN ROCK- Henry Morgan, anthropologist, of New York, later to become president 
WOOD, PATRICIA ROWE, LEAH RYAN, JOHN SCISAuER 
Loss SCHMITT, MICHAEL SCHWARTZ, KENNETH ?' of the AAAS; John Strong Newberry, 'botanist and geologist, and Charles 
YA LI SWIGART Whittlesly, a horticulturist, 'both of Ohio; and Josiah Dwight Whitney, 

Guide to Scientific Instruments: Ricsstiu SOMMER a geologist of California. 
Membership Recruttment: GWENDOLYN HUDDLE; The committee's memorial was delivered to President U. S. Grant, 

Subscription Records and Member Records: ANN who, on 19 February 1874, transmitted it to Congress with a special 
RAGLAND 

message of approval. There the proposition languished for 2 years. Final- 
Advertising Staff ly, on 15 August 1876, Congress enacted legislation appropriating $2000 

Director Production Manager for the appointment to the Department of Agriculture of a man to in- 
BARR J. ScentRAGo PATTY WELLS vestigate forest conditions. Hough was selected on 30 August and thus 

Advertising Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES became the federal 'government's first forestry agent. From his appoint- 
Sales: NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036: Herbert L. Burkiund, ment evolved the present Forest Service, with its nationwide network of 
11 W. 42 St. (212-PE-6-1858); SCOTCH PLAINS, N.J. 
07076: C. Richard Callis, 12 Unami Lane (201-889- forest and range experiment stations and forestry and wood science 
4873); CHICAGO, ILL. 60611: John P. Cahili, Room 
2107, 919 N. Michigan Ave. (312-DE-7.4973); BEV- laboratories, its thousands of professional and scientific personnel, and 
ERLY HILLS, CALIF. 90211: Winn Nance, 111 N. La its 187 million acres of national forests managed in the public interest. 
Clenega Blvd. (213-657-2772) On this centennial anniversary, it is appropriate to recall the extra- 
EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massa 
chusetis Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. ordinary influence of Hough's paper, presented as a private citizen before 
(Area code 202) Central Office: 467-4350; Book Re- a small assemblage of scientists. Historically, it is appropriate also to 
vIews: 4674367; Business Office: 467-4411; Circula- 
tion: 467-4417; Guide to Scientific Instruments: 467. acknowledge the energizing role of the AAAS in starting forestry work 
4480; News and Comment: 467-4430; Reprints and on a national scale in the United States government.-HENRY CLEPPER, 
Permissions: 467-4483; Research News: 467-4321; 
Reviewing: 467-4440. Cable: Advancesci, Washington. American Forestry Association, 1319 lSth Street, NW, Washington, 
Copies of "Instructions for Contributors" can be D.C. 20036. 
obtained from the editorial office. See also page xv, __________________________________________________________________________ 
ScIence, 29 June 1973. ADVERTISING COR- 
RESPONDENCE: Room 1740, 11 W. 42 St., New * Proceedtngs of the AAAS Twenty-Second Meeting, held at Portland, Maine, August 1873 
York, N.Y. 10036. Phone: 212-PB-6-1858. (AAAS, Salem, Mass., 1874), part II, section B, "Natural History," p. 1. t Ibid., p. 429. 
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