NALGENE®
FILTER UNITS

[ X J OTHE
TIME SAVERS

If it takes time, it costs money. Nalgene
Filter Units save precious time. When you
peel off the protective bag, they’re instant-
ly ready for use. These uncomplicated filter
units replace inconvenient glass, metal,
and plastic filtration equipment requiring
time and manpower to clean, assemble,
fuss with membranes, wrap and sterilize.

The Nalgene Filter Unit comes complete
with everything you need—filter cup, pro-
tective cover, support plate, 115-ml ca-
pacity suction flask with vented and cot-
ton-plugged sidearm, and membranefilter.
It's pre-sterilized and individually pack-
aged in a sealed, plastic bag—ready for
immediate use without elaborate prepara-
tions.

This single-use, low-cost, reliable unit fil-
ters rapidly. Filtrate can be poured off very
easily. And it’s disposable—can be incin-
erated after use to destroy pathogens.

Available with a plain 0.20 micron mem-
brane (Cat. No. 120-0020), or an 0.45 mi-
cron grid membrane (Cat. No. 245-0045).
Buy them by the case and keep a supply
on your shelf ready when you are.

Order from your Lab
Supply Dealer. For full
details write Dept.
4206D, Nalgene Lab-
ware Division, P. O.
Box 365, Rochester,

N.Y. 14602.
8.

Nalgene® Labware. ..
the safe unbreakables—preferred by professionals.
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LETTERS
Support for Big Thicket

The excellent editorial (9 Feb., p.
525) by Thomas Eisner concerning the
prospects for a Big Thicket National
Park was encouraging to those of us
who have been fighting for the park for
many years. However, 1 was distressed
by the pessimistic tone of the editor’s
note.

More people are working for Big
Thicket in Texas today than ever be-
fore, and new organizations are spring-
ing up all over the state in its support.
Whole high school classes have been
organized for it, and a group of teach-
ers of science in the universities of five
southwestern states was formed in Jan-
uary to actively work to support the
creation of this park.

There has been some disagreement
over the size and nature of the park.
Indeed, enemies of the Big Thicket
have used this to try and destroy any
chance at all for its creation.

When I was in the Senate, we passed
in 1970 a Big Thicket National Park
Bill, inadequate though it was, based on
a bill which I had been introducing and
working for since 1966. Two hearings
have been held on this bill in Texas,
one by the Senate and one by the
House, in the past 3% years. New
forces are gathering to support it.

Whether we are able to save the Big
Thicket or not (and there’s a real
chance now that we can), at least the
journal of the AAAS should be strong-
ly on the side of justice and conserva-
tion, and not giving encouragement to
the “Too late, it can’t be done, it’s gone,
it’s destroyed” opponents. No one is
giving up the fight for Big Thicket
here, and the more voices raised in
support of the park, the sooner it will
become a reality.

RALPH W. YARBOROUGH
721 Brown Building,
Austin, Texas 78701

Galapagos Graffiti

In all national parks, besides being
an obvious duty of every civilized hu-
man being, it is prohibited to destroy
or remove anything. This includes paint-
ing one’s initials on the landscape. In
Tagus Cove, in the Galdpagos Islands,
it has been traditional since the time of
buccaneers and whalers for the crews

of visiting ships to write their names on
the precipitous rock walls. Although
the Galdpagos Islands are now a na-
tional park, this custom regrettably has
been continued. It is bad enough when
proprietors of private boats do not know
how to behave and unscrupulously ig-
nore the laws of the national park.
However, it is especially bitter when
this type of vandalism (see above photo-
graph) is done by the crew of the Amer-
ican research vessel Searcher, who were
doing scientific research at the Gal4p-
agos National Park during the sum-
mer of 1972.

B. GRzIMEK
Zoological Society of 1858,
Alfred-Brehm-Platz,
6 Frankfurt am Main |,
Germany

Artifact or Artefact?

The plea of W. N. Irving (not Ir-
veng?) that artifact should be spelled
with an “e” because this would have
been the Latin spelling had the word
been current when Latin was (Letters,
18 May, p. 696) reminds me of a sign
I saw some years ago on a watering
trough in West Fort Anne, New York.
The sign said, “This is where Paul Re-
vere would have watered his horse had
he come this way.”

ARTHUR E. NEWKIRK
Research and Development Center,
General Electric Company,
Schenectadv, New York 12301

I would like to know W. N. Irving’s
justification for the statement that “this
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[artefact] would have been the spelling

& ®
in Latin had the word been current
yvhen Latin was.” If the stem word had
been an ordinary third-declension noun, ‘

I would not argue with him; but in fact
it is one of a special class known as
“i-stem” nouns, in which the persistence
of the "i” is reflected in certain inflec-
tional forms. One need only look at the
actual Latin word artifex (and its de-
rivative, artificium) to see counter-
examples of his argument. I strongly
urge him to persuade the Society for
American Archaeology to mend the
error of their ways.

GEORGE L. TRIGG
Brookhaven National Laboratory,
Upton, Long Island, New York 11973

what you
can do with

our NEW
two-quart

Blendor"!

This new Blendor handles as easily as
smaller models, yet holds twice as
much. It blends large or small
quantities . . . also liquefies, purees,
cuts, chops, grates, crumbs, or shreds
with perfect results, thanks to its
patented cloverleaf shape.

ERTS Imagery

In his second report on the Earth
Resources Technology Satellite (ERTS)
program (Research News, 13 Apr., p.
171), Thomas H. Maugh Il refers to
a study of vegetation and geology of
the western Seward Peninsula, Alaska,
conducted by L. Shapiro, A. E. Belon
and myself. Although a paper (/) is in
press and a detailed technical report
(2) is available, certain aspects of this
study should be made clear at this
time.

1) The study was intended primarily
as an exercise. We only wanted to find | J
out how much information could be
derived from the scene, one of the
first good ones of Alaska, by direct
visual examination, with a minimum
of ground data. We had little image
interpretation equipment and little
ground data on vegetation available at
the time. Therefore the vegetation
interpretations (/, 2) and the map are
subject to revision.

The stainless steel container,
cover, and blades; the two-speed,
heavy duty motor in its smooth-
finish base; the neoprene rubber
y drive all spell trouble-free
fw;:;;-;jf* . performance. This Waring two-

o quart Blendor is warranted for
one year of laboratory use.

2) The caption for figure 1 indicates Our new six-page catalog tells all
that seven distinct vegetation types are about our complete line of Blendors
shown on the map prepared from the | __jncluding explosion-proof models
ERTS image. Actually, only five types — and accessories. Write for

are shown. Senescent vegetation is not
a type, but a phenological phase of
certain types, and the term “fire scars”

designates areas where the vegetation Waring Blendors® are unique . . . no wonder we registered the name!
is in some unspecified post-fire state

and has not been distinguished accord- -
ing to type. q

3) The caption for figure 1 seems
to imply that the earlier vegetation (ws

your copy.

map used for comparison (3) has been
superseded by a better map. Actually,

the existing map served as ground data Waring Products Division, Dynamics Corporation of America
for the new map. The latter shows New Hartford, Connecticut 06057
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