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Political Psychiatry 

While the intent of the letter on 
political psychiatry by Watson et al. 
(23 Mar., p. 1184) may have been good, 
the content was not. They imply that 
political psychiatry is not and has not 
been used in the United States. Well- 
publicized cases in Mississippi come 
to mind, and an honest investigation 
would most likely discover many cases 
throughout the country. Political psy- 
chiatry is an international problem, 
and the solution is not advanced by 
cold war thinking on either side. 

HARRY L. MADISON 
Department of Psychology, 
University of Wisconsin, 
Milwaukee 53201 

Watson et al. raise the important 
question of the use of psychiatry to 
suppress political dissidents, and they 
refer to the case of Zhores Medvedev. 

Medvedev's case is an important one, 
and it is worthy of the widest discus- 
sion. However, no reference to the 
Medvedev case is adequate if it does 
not simultaneously refer to the wide- 
spread and growing use of psychiatric 
techniques as tools of social control in 
the West. The issues raised by psycho- 
surgery pose the question most sharply; 
it is now well known that in the United 
States, prisoners, notably black mili- 
tants, have been "offered" as psycho- 
surgical cases. Psychosurgeons have 
written books advocating the use of 
amygdalectomy to control ghetto vio- 
lence. Perhaps even more disturbing is 
the massive use of drugs, such as the 
amphetamine congener, Ritalin, to 
"cure" school children "suffering" from 
inattentiveness in class and disrespect 
for authority. Such children are being 
diagnosed as suffering from hyperkinesis 
or minimum brain dysfunction-so- 
called illnesses whose diagnostic signs 
are not neurological at all, but are 
purely associated with a child's social 
behavior patterns. Approximately 250,- 
000 U.S. schoolchildren are estimated 
to be on daily doses of Ritalin, and it 
is noteworthy that "hyperkinesis" in 
this sense appears to be largely a U.S. 
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disease. The massive use of drugs, for 
the social control of schoolchildren at 
least, is not a European phenomenon. 

There are many other examples of 
the use of psychiatric techniques for 
the manipulation of individuals and the 
suppression of social unrest; labeling a 
dissenter as mad and treating him ac- 
cordingly may be more tolerant than 
putting him in prison, but it is no less 
repressive. Can we take it that Watson 
et al. will also protest these examples 
of "the prostitution of psychiatry as 
a means of suppressing political 
dissent"? 

S. P. R. RosE 
Brain Research Group, 
The Open University, Bletchley, 
Buckinghamshire, England 

Astronomy Funding at Universities 

In 1972, U.S. astronomers, acting 
through the Astronomy Survey Com- 
mittee, completed an in-depth assess- 
ment of the recent achievements of 
astronomy and outlined their scientific 
priorities for the 1970's. The results of 
this study, referred to as the Green- 
stein Report (1), provide the rationale 
not only for present levels of federal 
funding but also for future authoriza- 
tions and appropriations to build and 
operate major new facilities. The 
Greenstein Report is also valuable be- 
cause it provides the funding agencies 
and the Congress with a set of priori- 
ties agreed to with remarkable unanim- 
ity by the nation's astronomers. 

The program having highest priority 
is, "A very large radio array, designed 
to attain resolution equivalent to that 
of a single radio telescope 26 miles in 
diameter; this should be accompanied 
by increased support of smaller radio 
programs and facilities at the universi- 
ties or other smaller research labora- 
tories." The first stage in funding for the 
Very Large Array has been achieved, 
and it is expected that this facility will 
be funded to a successful completion. 
It is not evident, however, that any 
parallel commitments have been made 
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to increase the support of university 
radio facilities. 

The Astronomy Survey Committee 
lays great stress on the need for bal- 
ance in planning expenditures for the 
future. They point out that the vitality 
of the U.S. astronomical effort origi- 
nated in the universities, where mosat 
talented astronomers are located; that 
in order to continue the flow of young 
scientists, new scientific ideas, and 
technical innovations, the university- 
based scientists need adequate support; 
that a fruitful interplay between differ- 
ent styles of operation is possible only 
if healthy operating budgets exist at a 
variety of places. The report implies 
that the longer term success of the 
national centers will depend on the 
viability of their user constituencies. 

The astronomy section of the Na- 
tional Science Foundation has been 
faced with the difficult task of funding 
more requests from a relatively stable 
budget. Hard choices have been made 
which have actually resulted in termi- 
nal grant awards to three radio ob- 
servatories. Those university facilities 
which continue to produce excellent 
research should continue to receive 
adequate support on a local level, but 
serious thought should be given to 
combining some of the others as re- 
gionally managed, visitor-oriented facil- 
ities, in much the same way that the 
Northeast Radio Observatory Corpora- 
tion has managed the Haystack facility 
in Massachusetts. The Greenstein 
Report certainly supplies ample justifi- 
cation for the support of such mini- 
consortia, and the advantages to be 
gained in the continuity of better, long- 
term management capability, visitor 
influx, and efficiency of operation make 
the concept of regional facilities. for 
radio astronomy an attractive solution 
to some of these problems. 

WILLIAM E. HOWARD III 
National Radio Astronomy Observatory, 
Charlottesville, Virginia 22901 

References 
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the point of approval with recommen- gical procedures including obstetrical 

DPA dations for funding. I have been told deliveries-many without analgesia or 

I B by NIH administrators that in any anesthesia. For want of a better term, 

a t m ore normal year at least two of my three I called the method "hypnosis" (1). 
* pending applications would probably Acupunctural analgesia, a praise- 

*flO ' have received an award. worthy method, can best be under- 
 m E Countless man-hours have been ex- stood within the paradigm of con- 

N AE. t N pended in routing and reviewing hese temporary conditioning theory (2). Sci- 
now moribund proposals, and, in addi- entists here and in China have not 

E'ADREVC tion, many applicants have been hosts stressed the effect of shaping and modi- 
to site-visit teams. fying behavior of the masses by the 

t4algene?carboys are popula.All this effort will have been lost as sociopolitical reward inducements re- 
in laboratories everywhere. , of 30 June, when applications will be ferred to in Mao Tse-tung's New 

Here's why: administratively withdrawn. I propose Thought Directives. This is a kind of 

* Only virgIn, premium-grade plastics that, in the interest of saving the gov- operant conditioning that readily brings 
resins are used eminent the time and expense of re- about compliant behavior without overt 

* Tubulations, threaded bosses and ceiving and reviewing new submissions cooperation being necessary. Such corn- 
grips are integrally-molded with the  and to save the precious time of re- pliance accounts for the broad spectrum 
rest of the carboy. Won't leak like the search investigators, study sections, and of psychobiologic experiences leading 
welded type. . . site-visit teams, all approved applica- to well-known placebo responses. 

* Our quick-action spigot is the most 
reliable and easiest to use-designed tions for fiscal year 1973 remain in Also not fully recognized is that no 
and made by Nalge competition during fiscal year 1974 and one knows where suggestibility ends 
* Tough polypropylene screw do- a moratorium be instituted on all new and hypnotizability begins. Contrary 
sures are leak-proof.grant applications until the approved to Cheng's statements, animals can be 
* Made of the right resins to staidu applications have received appropriate hypnotized, or more correctly develop 
to chemicals and rough ue awards or are withdrawn by either tonic immobility, when held in restraint 
* You have the.Widest cli  ' party for other reasons 
tangular or round siapes in pan, (3). This is referred to as the "still 
tututate4  spigoted.mods '4tivi CHARLES COLBERT reaction" or the "immobility reflex." 
wI4e or tier o4h in a sr4g4. ' Radiological Research Laboratory The immobility reflex is also induced 
$JZ trt*n    ' Wright State University Research by fear, which leads to catalepsy and 

Institute, Inc., Dayt n, Ohio 45431 subsequent anesthesia. Therefore the 
argument that animals are unable to 
read Mao's Little Red Briok or that 
they are not susceptible to placebos is 

Acknowledgment invalid. 
My explanation for acupunctural 

We would like to acknowledge the analgesia is that the Chinese have re- 
following omission in our report "Trem- discovered the effectiveness of precon- 

or and involuntary movement in mon- ditioning, autogenic training, yoga 
keys: Effect of L-dOpa and of a dopa- breathing exercises, and a form of 
mine receptor stimulating agent" (23 "suggestion in slow motion-hypno- 
Feb., p. 816). The involuntary move- tism" (2). These methods allay the 
ments in normal monkeys were de- fear and apprehension of selected pa- 
scribed by Sassin et at. (1). We hay tients and raise the pain threshold. In 
used their terminology in part to de- the environment in which acupunctural 

scribe involuntary movement in mon- analgesia is used, it is obviously the 
keys with ventromedial tegmental Ic- method of choice. 
sions. James Esdaile (4) performed many 

MENEK GOLDSTEIN formidable surgical procedures in India 

ARTHUR F BATTISTA at the turn of the last century with 
New York University Medical mesmeric anesthesia. It now appears 

Order Nalgene carboys and large Center, New York 10016 that magnetism, the precursor of hyp- 
bottles from your laboratory supply notism, has been replaced by "needle- 
dealer's catalog, or write for your 1973 References 
Nalgene catalog-it describes them . , .  S. Taub, , D. Weigzma , Nan- WILLIAM S. KROGER 
all . . . Nalgene Labware Division, r logy 21, 403 (1971). 
Dept. 4206B, P.O. Box 367, Roch- Institute for Comprehensive Medicine, 
ester, New York 14602. 9735 Wilshire Boulevard, 

Beverly Hill, California 90212 

"5' 2. 
Mill Acupuncture, Hypnotism, and Magic References 

SYB0N cOPPORATION w. 5, Kroger, Clinical nd Experi nental 
Tsung 0. Cheng's letter (9 Feb.,  Hypnosis (Lippincott, Philadelphia, 1963), 

Nalgene? Labware... 521) does not clarify the muodus oper- 2. Amer. J. Ps3'chol., in press. 
3. F. A. Volgysi, Hypnosis of Man and Animals 

the safe unbreakabies-prftferred by professionals. andi of acupunctural analgesia (the (wnuams & w kins, Baltimore, 1966). 

correct term). I have performed nu-  3. Esdaiie Hypnosis irs Medicine and Surgery [Reprint of Mesmerism in India (1846)] (Juiiao 
Circle Na. 85 on Readers' Service Card merous painless major and minor sur- P oss, New York, 1957). 
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