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population. If h2 is high but environ- 
ments sampled in that population are 
largely unfavorable, then (again) simple 
environmental improvement will prob- 
ably change the mean phenotypic level. 
If h2 is high and the environments 
sampled are largely favorable, then 
novel environmental manipulations are 
probably required to change phenotypes, 
and eugenic programs may be ad- 
vocated. 

The most common misunderstanding 
of the concept "heritability" relates to 
the myth of fixed intelligence: if h2 is 

high, this reasoning goes, then intelli- 
gence is genetically fixed and unchange- 
able at the phenotypic level. This mis- 
conception ignores the fact that h2 is a 

population statistic, bound to a given 
set of environmental conditions at a 
given point in time. Neither intelligence 
nor h2 estimates are fixed. 

It is absurd to deny that the frequen- 
cies of genes for behavior may vary be- 
tween populations. For individual dif- 
ferences within populations, and for 
social-class differences, a genetic hy- 
pothesis is almost a necessity to explain 
some of the variance in IQ, especially 
among adults in contemporary white 
populations living in average or better 
environments. But what Jensen, Shuey, 
and Eysenck (and others) propose is 
that genetic racial differences are neces- 
sary to account for the current pheno- 
typic differences in mean IQ between 
populations. That may be so, but it 
would be extremely difficult, given cur- 
rent methodological limitations, to 
gather evidence that would dislodge an 
environmental hypothesis to account for 
the same data. And to assert, despite 
the absence of evidence, and in the 
present social climate, that a particular 
race is genetically disfavored in intelli- 
gence is to scream "FIRE! ... I think" 
in a crowded theater. Given that so 
little is known, further scientific study 
seems far more justifiable than public 
speculations. 
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