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Why do people laugh? Do they do 
so out of hostility, or because they are 
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Must one learn to laugh? If so, how 
and when during childhood does laugh- 
ter appear? In a larger context, what 
is the purpose of humor? Does it facili- 
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them? Can humor be studied scientifi- 
cally or does analysis of laughter de- 
stroy that which is being analyzed? 
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new religious order whose sanctity must 
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wit a guard against pious scientific 
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the morning session, featuring serious 
papers on humor and, during the after- 
noon session, with random shotgun 
blasts (satires, spoofs, and other forms 
of genteel leg-pulling) aimed at various 
targets by a number of practicing scien- 
tists. Audience participation (in the 
form of questions and comments) will 
be seriously encouraged at the morning 
session; audience participation (in the 
form of laughter) will be seriously an- 
ticipated at the afternoon session. 
Bring your own needles! 
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Ann Arbor 
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Lightning kills more people and 
causes more damage than tornadoes in 
the United States. Thus it seems ap- 
propriate for this symposium to have 
the general purpose of presenting the 
broad aspects of the lightning flash and 
the effects of lightning upon planes, 
space vehicles, man, animals, and for- 
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ning. This is exemplified by the investi- 
gation of the Apollo 12 lightning inci- 
dent and studies of subsequent Apollo 
launches. As longer planes, such as the 
Boeing 747, enter the sky the hazard of 
triggered lightning is of greater con- 
cern. Our modern concept of lightning 
is leading to better protection for homes 
and other structures. Lightning strikes 
to humans, both direct and indirect, 
kill more than 100 persons each year 
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Lightning flash triggered by a tall tower on Mount San Salvatore, near Lugano, Switzerland. These types of lightning strikes also 
occur to tall buildings (Empire State Building) and to spacecraft being launched toward the moon (Apollo 12 space vehicle, 14 
November 1969). [State University of New York at Albany] 
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